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' BEING THE TRAVELS CF THE CHRISTIAN 
NERO, ULYSSES DESIDERIUS re, | 
THROUGHOUT THE UNIVERSE, 
To. THE PALACE OF THAT 
_ SOVEREIGN \FRINCESS 
$TYLED THE 


- SCIENCE OF SALVATION. 


CONTAINED. IN. Mur TAN 


CHAPTERS, RHAPSODIES/on VISIONS, 


To be read a Chapter every Night, betwee er Twelfth- 5 
Day and Candlemas-Day; as fo many moſt diverting 
and inſtructive Chriſtmas Nights Entertainments. 


The whole making a fine Spiritual Romance; . 
| + rather a Sublime Allegorical PoEM. | 


N. 


Being Ks valuable WORK of the D! we) | "4 
| Biſhop of OsMa (ſirnamed, by the late Fund, "of 3 
FzNELON, Archbiſhop of Cambray, TE pivins) - . . 
Don JOHN de EAT H & MyxDoza, Marquis of 
Hariza, in the kingdom o Arragon. 5 | 


ae. an rd 


| Tranflated into moſt Languages of Europe, aplanded TT, 
univerſally through many Editions; and yaſtly recom- 
mended, as an inimitable Maſter- piece of that fine 
\ Viſionary and Allegorical Manner of Writing, by the 
late Archbiſhop of Cambray, in his Original Preface | 
to his Excellent Books of Telemachus. 3 | 
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| Is. the following "ok ſhould 3 . 
its Readers in he” Tranſlation, as 
the peruſal did myſelf in the Ori- 

ginal, a Preface would be entirely 

needleſs to ſo valuable a work, that 
carries with it its own recommenda- 
tion: And all that I could ſay i in its 
favour, would be but detaining them 
from a greater pleaſure by a leſs; 
for, I no ſooner read the Author's 
own introductory chapter, but I was 
led by a conſtant courſe of new ri- 

= delights, to. proceed on, from 

Vil ion to Viſion, with one uninter. 5 

| . . 5 


iv PREFACE, | 


rupted and greedy attention, *till T _- 


had gone through the whole charm- 


ing ſcene, ſo beautifully pictured to 
us, from the beginning to the end. 
That the Reader may have the ſame 
feaſt of the mind, is my hearty de- 
fire; and therefore, to hinder him 
the leaſt I can, and bidding him 
welcome to fall to, as quickly as he 
will, I ſhall here premiſe but a few 
things, and thoſe very briefly : . 
Firſt, That they may have juſt ſome 
notion of the Author to whom they 
Are indebted for theſe entertainments, 
let it ſuffice here to ſay, that the moſt. 
renowned genius of his age in all 
Spain, was the man now univerſally 
known, through .the world, by the 
name of Don John de Pallafox & 
Mendoza, and fo eminent for his 
learning and ſandtity, that among the 
lettered and better part of mankind, 
he was always, by one common con- 
ſent, firnamed Taz Divins. This 
ſublime and diftinguiſhed title, befides 


Ul 


PREFACE. | ä 


3 any other great dignities i in Church 
and State, was of his own acquiring; 
by which he added more luſtre to his 
birth than he derived from it, though 
he came into the world with a high 
title of nobility, being ſon to the Mar- 


quis Hariza, in the kingdom of Arra- 


gon. This was in the year one thous 
ſand fix hundred, &c. he was bred at 


Salamanca, the whole delight and 


honour of that celebrated Univerſity ; 
which has given the world ſo many 


ſubile Wits, that ſhone at the head of 


all the Arts and Sciences; when he 


_ ſtepped. out of the ſtudious and con- 
 templative into the more active ſcenes 


of life, he was called by Philip the 
Fourth, to be one of his prince 
aſſiſtants in the council- of war; was 
| ſent by him, as wiſeſt ſuperintendant. 
| over all his Majeſty's vaſt and impor- 
tant affairs in the Indies; and created 


biſhop of a fee there, - named Los : 


Angelos; and ſoon. after, conſtituted 
Hoveraor of atk here hig 
a 3. | behaviour, 
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miniſtration, was ſo prudent, faithful 


and honourable, that, when he came 
back to give his royal maſter an ac- 
count of ns adminiſtration, his Ca- 


ttholic Maje 


y preſented bim likewiſe _ 


with the biſhopric of Oſma, as a freſh ' 


reward due to his repeated deſerts, 
He knew this world extremely well, 


as a wiſe man ought to know it; as a. 


gentleman, as a nobleman, and a great 


magiſtrate;. in fine, as a Chriſtian 


counſellor to a Chriſtian king; and, 
what is rare indeed, an honeſt, and 


exemplary miniſter of ſtate; But 
knowing as be was of the ways of 


this world, he ſtudied the next ſtill 


more, and knew it better: a true and 


worthy prelate, and biſhop of the 


| Church; a miniſterial paſtor and ſhep- 
/ herd of a large flock; vigilant and 


pile, in his better and greater admi- 
miſtration under the King of kings. 

The reader, that is curionſly bent 
ig know more. particularly. of him, 
- IE b os 1 If "2 55 of | may, N 
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- _ our preſent purpoſe, this is abundant- 


lvy ſufficient to ſhew, how well qua- 
| lified our Author was, by a happy 
mixture of many various talents and 
endowments, to go through the great 

| taſk he has undertaken, of giving his 


"if fie — have 4 [ihe ſets 2 
Y 9 — Bibliotheca Hiſpana: but. for | 


readers ſuch an agreeable inſtruQiion + . 


-in ſo ſhort a compaſs, how they m 
pleaſingly . arrive at the profitable 
knowledge of the preſent world, and 
of the world to come; where it may 
de truly ſaid of him, that he is one 
of thoſe ſeers arrived to a good and 
honourable old age, through many 
long travels of wiſdom and expert; 
ence, of whom Waller thus ings : 


Both Worlde, at once, they vie m;, : 
Thas Rand upon the threſhold of the new... 
| Niruurs Virus, N wei Vang, 


ft . As to the: wa itſelf, 
fie ON 16 as n as —— 
e 
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| Chriſtian theology will admit: the 
images, fimilitudes, alluſions, meta- 
phors and illuſtrations, are marvel. 
— and ſublime : the whole allegory 
1s noble, grand and finely conducted: 5 
as to the ſentiments and diction, in 
each part, they are woderfully adapt- 
ed to every circumſtance, thing, and 
perſon, ſhadowed, or pictured through. 
out the whole Poem: ſo plain, fo Nh 
miliar, ſo conſpicuous to the eye of 
every underſtanding, that the poor 
illiterate man can underſtand the 
meaning of it; ſo lofty, ſo divine in 
its raptures, and the comprehenſive 
energy of ſpiritual aſpirations and 
celeſtial doQrines, that it will lift the 
lettered readers above themſelves : 
and thoſe, that have been bred at the 
feet of Gamaliel, will, like St. Paul, 
be rapt in their meditations, which 
theſe high lectures will be apt to raiſe, 
Into the third Heaven. It has all 
the beauties of that poetical, viſionary 
manner of m_—_ which Mr. Ad. 


' Viſan 


} . 


reges. „ ir 


diſon deſeribes, 28 the moſt excellent; 
and in which e himſelf was one of 
' the moſt excellent and ſucceſsful 
| formers, ik we except the writer' Late 
no ſpeaking of, whoſe work is above 
my praiſe ; and has, throughout, in 
all its vaſt variety of meanings, a 
wonderfyl propriety of word and 
thought; and is a maſter-piece of 
judgment, as well as invention. It 
can be likened to nothing ſo well as 
to Jacob's s ladder; its foot upon earth 
and its head in the ſkies. It will beſt 
ſpeak for itſelf to all readers, from 
the loweſt to the higheſt : and, as to 
may writing in its commendation, or, 
indeed, ſhould any other author, now 
living, offer at it, it would be a kind 
of vanity and preſumption, to pre- 
tend to add, by ſo much lower opi- 
nions, as ours would be (after the 
higher and ſovereign ſuffrage of Mon- 
ſieur Fenelon, in our author's favour) 
to what the Archbiſhop of Cambray, 
mA his original preface to his Telema- 
| chus, 


— 


==. PREVAEE, 


chus, ſays of our Biſhop of Oſma's 
Chriſtmas Nights Entertainments. 
Cambray ſays, he himſelf pretends | 
not to reach the poetical heights and | 
raptures, nor trace all thoſe viſionary 
beauties, which are without nu mber, 
(in the beſt poem ever written in 
proſe) viz. this work of the divine 
Palafox; and which are not only 
above imitation, but, almoſt, above 
all praiſe, -and that excite the wonder 
of all readers : but, particularly, pro- 
voke the admiration of thoſe judici- 
ous readers moſt, that underſtand our 


Author bent. 


. con rzurs. 


8 Vion 1. THE difcourls. Wen 


the Angel and the Paſtor in the ſtable 


of Bethlehem „„ 
Viator H. The Paſtor going to the 

palace of the Science of Salvation, 

meets with Self-Love by the way, 
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 CHRISTMAS-NIGHTS 
ENTER TAINMENTS, 


IN NINETEEN VISIONS. 


VISION 8 


The Diese between the An OY and the 
- Paſtor, in the Stable of Bethlehem. 


Os E Chriſtmas- Eve, 3 all were pre- 


paring for Matins, a good Curate retired by 
himſelf, to meditate on the myſtery of that 


happy night. So profound was his medi- 


tation, that it threw him iato an ecſtaſy, and 
induced him to think himſelf one of thoſe 
Paſtors or Shepherds, who, called by the 
voice of Angels, went into Bethlehem, in 
order ts adore that ſacred Myſtery. Ima- 
gining to himſelf, that penetrating through 


the thick ſhadows, 3 „ and darkneſs, that | 


covered 


2 


covered the plains, and reſted on the moun- 
tains which he traverſed, he was juſt goin 
to enter into a vaſt field of light, which took 
its radiant ſource from a ſtable, where the di- 
vine Infant lay. No ſooner was he arrived 
there, but he found the place ſo filled with 
Angels, and crowded, as it were, with 
perſons of eminent piety, who were all 
cloſely employed, ſome in ſinging . praiſes, _ 
and others in offering preſents to the New- 
born, that tis good Paſtor could not find 
room for acceſs, But, by the help of his 
crook, raiſing, himſelf up, and lifting his 
head as high as he was able, he perceived, 
above. the others, the holy Virgin, who 
was preſenting the little IE sus to the arms 
of St. Joſeph : who, with vaſt reverence, 
adored that abyſs of Divinity, now circum» 
ſcribed to a cafe of fleth, and reduced to 
the ſmall circumference of his ſacred huma- 
nity. In that very inſtant, cried out the 
Pastor with a loud and elevated tone of 
voice, O Lord, who art come into this 
world to guide thy flock; Paſtoreternal! give, 
O give the proper lights, diſpenſe ſufficient 
graces to all Paſtors whatſoever, that they 
may conduct thoſe aright whom you have 
confided and entruſted to their care. I am 


a Faftor, without eyes, quite blinded, and in 


* 
* 
3 
3 
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the dark, and how 'ſhalFT then be able to 
guide others? Be it thy firſt Miracle, O 
my God, to pour in light upon ſightleſs me, 
and thy firſt mercy. to beftow'a cure on my 
infirmities. For, in fine, I myſelf am gone 
aſtray ; I, who am obliged, by the duty of 
my profefion, to mark, and point out the 
way to others. This he ſeveral and ſeveral 
times repeated, and was ſo loud in his repe- 
titions, and ſo vehement in his requeſts, 
that the noiſe of his fighs, which accompa- 
nied them. alarmed a neighbouring Angel, 

who, turning towards him, ſaid: My friend, 
take courage, and make no'doubt but the 
God new-born will graciouſly grant you his 


aſſrſtance. The ſorrowful Paſtor, eontinu- 


ing his complaints, / proceeded thus to addreſs 
the Angel: O happy Spirit! who ſee my 
| pains, and who, by the lights of your own ex- 
cellent nature, well know, and look through 
all the weakneſſes of mine, aid me, and 
take compaſſion of my wants. Very rea- 
dily, replied the Angel, very willingly, 
with all my heart. I'll do it, for we have 
our poſts and ſtations aſſigned us on this 
night to aid and aſſiſt the Paſtors, as well as 
to adore the Lord. The Paſtor tranſported 
and delighted to behold ſo much of goodneſs 
in the angelick form, firſt rendered hearty 
b | B 2 - thanks 


4 
thanks to God, and es replied: Alas! I. 
am blind, quite blind, and yet had I need to 
have the eyes of the Linx to guide my flock. 
aright. They loſe themſelves, and loſe 
myſelf among 9 Then, thus the Angel 
ſaid ; this night ſpreads ober the face of the 
earth ſo large a portion of light, that it is 


impoſſible for him to fail of it, or be without 
8 | 0 who will be only at the pains. of looking: | 
after it. If you are under ſych a ſtate of 


blindneſs, as you ſay ; you are indeed, a real 
object of compaſſion ; and it is hence but too 


apparent, that you have never yet been in 
thoſe holy regions, where is to be ſeen the | 


divine palace of that princeſs, whom we en- 


title, The, Science of Salvation, in which 
all the virtues reſide. Paſtor, let me tell 
you, till ſuch time as that divine Science 


ſhall haye enlightened you; it is moſt af- 


ſuredly true and certain, that you will be al- 


ways in the dark, and can never be able to 
guide other people. In what place, O holy 
Angel, ſaid the Paſtor, are theſe celeſtial, 
abodes ? what road mel one. take to arrive 
there? for I have a longing mind to get out 
of the ſhade and darkneſs of ignorance. If 
you will come along with me, ſaid to him 
the Angel, I will, in a very little time, 


Ow your: proſpeQ, and bay before your 


eyes, 


i 


8 n £ 
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25: 
eyes, what you ſhall ſay is wonderfully 
great. I will ſhew you how to ſee clearly, 
through all the darkneſs of this ſhort night, 
thoſe mighty lights, by whoſe friendly aid 
thou ſhalt be enabled to become thy own 
guide, and to enlighten the flock that would 
follow thee. IL would moſt gladly follow 
you, O happy Spirit, replied the Paſtor ; 
but yet, methinks, J could be full well con- 
tented to take up my ſtand here for this 
night, and would not ſtir a ſtep from fo 
charming a ſituation, where the Lord of 
lords is adored. For, if I depart from hence, 

what greater good can I find elſewhete? 
By all means, you have my full conſent to 
that, ſaid the Angel, you ſhall not ſtir à ſtep 
upon any terms; What you propoſe is per- 


fectly agreeable to my intention. Hold faſt 


your crook ; be ſure, you keep firm to that, 
and ſtand your ground. Fix your eyes upon 

the Lord of light, nor ſhall thy body be re- 
moved one inch from this delightful ſitua- 
tion. But, Sir; my ſpirit then; ay, that 
indeed, yet, without ever eſtranging itſelf 
from God, muſt follow me, and travel 
whereſoever I ſhall lead it. Scarce had the 
Angel finiſhed this his ſpeech, but the 
Paſtor began to follow him in ſpirit, by the 
force of that tranſport which ſeized all the 
: . e powers 


6 


whereſoever they were carried by the 


ſpirit; who, when he returned from his 


voyage, gave me the following account of 
. 11572 | 


VISION - II. 


The Paſtor going w the Palate , The Siegers 


of Salvation, meets with Self-Love, by 


the way, who leads him into the N , 


The Spirit of the World. 


THE Angel, ſaid be to me, led me 


Wen a [! of which I never had 
the leaſt fight or knowledge; ſo far was L 
from finding there ſo many ſweetneſſes and 


conſolations, as I had taſted at the ſtable 


near the Lord new-born, that this night, 
which proved, in its beginning, fo. infi- 
nitely agreeable to me, grew, in its progreſs, 


both tedious and troubleſome ; I paſſed over 


high mountains covered with deep ſnows, 


through plains that ſcemed bewildered and 


untrodden. 


Amidſt all theſe difficulties, that which 
missed me the moſt, was, that I could not 


always | 


powers and faculties of his foul, and ay 8 54 
were employed in their ſeveral operations = 
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always keep my guide within ſight, who fre- 
= quently left me to myſelf, to endure thoſe 
= hardſhips, without affording me one kind- 
& word. In fine, after a vaſt deal of fatigue 
and toil, I returned, and thus accoſted him: 
Alas! my good Angel, theſe ways are very 
intricate, dreadful, and dark. The night 
which was ſo agreeable to me in the ſtable, 
where the Lord of heaven and earth repoſed, 


is grown black and big with horror, and 


' fills us with tears. How are you carrying 
me on through ways that are uncertain ; 
and, at laſt, to an end, that, perhaps, is as 
uncertain. I ſeek for light, and meet with 
nothing but one abyſs of darkneſs, one upon 
another, precipices that ſtartle thought, roads 
that are deſolate, perplexed, and difficult, 
and ſtrike my ſoul with panic: I am already 
half loſt: I beg you to tell me, for once, 
the truth. Don't you deceive. me? My 
good Angel, at theſe words, inſpiring me 
with new courage; ſaid thus: Be of good 
faith, and take hope along with you. It 
is by theſe ways that we muſt go to the 
palace of the Science of Salvation, where 
charity inhabits in the fulneſs of its power. 
Be ſure you do not forget and loſe your 
courage, but maintain your perſeverance to 
the utmoſt; for that is the only method of 
| | = beginning 
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5 beginning the journey. All thoſe, who are 


now the bleſſed inhabitants of the celeſtial 
abodes, went exacty the ſame road, and re- 
ligiouſly and eee er, and kept 
true to the ſame track. The beginnings are, 
at the firſt early ſetting out, very difficult 
and dark indeed: but theſe are the ways 
by which you muſt travel into light, juſt 
as the night leads on naturally to day; toil, 


to repoſe; and combat, to victory. Hence 


I took freſh courage; and continually, as 


I gained ground, the road appeared more 


eaſy, and ſtill more eaſy : and I had ſome . 


ſmall glimmerings that faintly promiſed the 


day before me; but yet, ſome few fears. 


Temained behind, and 1 could not intirely 


5 | ſhake off the litile ſadneſſes and inquietudes, 


that now and then diſcompoſed and ruffled 
my temper, and diſturbed my peace of mind: 


but, having exerted myſelf, and gotten the 


better of another length of this ſtubborn 
way, methought, I, at laſt, approached the 
end of this ſo tireſome and mortifying part 
of my journey, and was entering upon 
grounds that formed a yery agreeable land- 
ſcape, where I perceived a multitude of 


beautiful ſeats, and filled with people of 


different profeſſions. As ſoon as I came 
vp to them, Self-love, a young gentleman 


\ 


of 


E 
| 
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of elegant . and winning preſence, ace 
coſted me, who ſeemed to me to be very 


curious, and extremely fond of his own 


perſon. His eyes were frequently fixed on 


his own beauties, and he ſeemed to delight 
his ears with the found and muſick of his 
own voice; and though. his geſtures, and 
his actions, appeared to me a little too affec- 
ted, he had a kind of, I don't know what, 
about him, that touched me ſtrangely, and 
won me inſenſibly into an opinion, that he 


might reaſonably like himſelf, and was 
| mightily to be liked by others. He had fine 
large eyes, but ſhort of ſight. He received 


me with a graceful addreſs, and the moſt 
courtly careſſes. The time that he was 
with me, my Angel diſappeared. Then I 
had this young man for my Angel, to 


whom 1 thus expreſſed myſelf with much 


familiarity : friend, I am exprefsly and pur- 


poſely come into theſe parts, from a re- 
mote and «diſtant country, in order to viſit 
the palace of the Science of Salvation. I 


would be glad to knew if you can conduꝭt 


me thither? This was a kind of grating 
and forbidding diſeourſe to his ear, and 


ſtruck him du nb for ſome time. But, after 


pauſing a little upon it, a ſudden and lively 


F. fluthed his Wop. viſage, 'and with-an 
B 3 5% 


10 


heart anſwered he, I will undertake to be 
your guide, follow me. He led me through 


time with all the affable ſweetneſs of an 
amiable converſation, and ſtill approving. of 


whatſoever I ſaid myſelf. And really, I 
cannot call to mind, that, during the whole 


time I enjoyed his company, that he fo 
much as once contradicted me in any one 
point ; only now and then, indeed, chid me 
a little, but ,with ſeeming kindneſs, for 
being ſomewhat too ſerious and reſerved, I 
muſt aſſure you, that, though his flatteries 
afforded me much matter for reflection 
and caution, yet I could not forbear inclin- 


ing to give him credit. I found him ſo 


agreeable a companion, that I could not 
reſiſt the diſpoſition of entertaining a par- 
' ticular friendſhip for him, which grew faſter 
and faſter upon me, Upon the whole, I 


had once come to a reſolution of making 


him my guide through my whole journey. 


After having travelled a long time together, 


wie arrived at a palace that made a very 


_ grand appearance, and over the magnifi- 


cent portal of it were engraven theſe words 


in capitals of gold; GLORY, JOY, RE- 
POSE. Through the gate, declining e ; 


Y 


oy, Wi 


air of gladneſs and vivacity ; With all my 


pleaſant paths, delighting me from time to 
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lay open to the view, from whence the 
air wafted to us a melodious warble of well- 
tuned and well-mingled voices, and ſuch 
well-formed concerts of melting and charm - 
ing muſick, as are far beyond the force of the 
fineſt imagination to conceive. This place 
appeared to be perfectly an inchanted pa- 
| lace. I was upon the point of making my 
entry, nay, was got one foot in, when I 
perceived my good Angel, whom ] believ- 
ed to be abſent, and had given over all 
thoughts of me; and he held me back by 


0 the arm, ſaying, What art thou doing, un- 


happy wretch | to what place art thou go- 
ing? I made him anſwer, that I was going 
to enter the palace of the Science of Salva- 


tion. Stop then, ſaid he; for this is not 


the right piace. At that word I was ſtruck 
with aſtoniſnment; but this young man, 
who conducted me, ſaid I, told me abſo- 
lutely, that this was the very place. This 
young man deceives thee, rejoined he, as 
he is eternally wont to do all thoſe who 
frequent him. Come back with me, and 
know that this is the palace belonging to the 
Spirit of the World, That young man, 
who brought thee hither, and who ſweetl 
diverted thee on the road, is named Self- 
love, That promptitude and alacrity, which 
| you 
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"Ws found yourſelf ſo full of to follow and 
believe him, is the alliance and the ſympa- 
thy, which ſubſiſt between him and thy 
ſoul. It was nothing but that, which made 
thee find his compaiy fo agreeable. The 
diſguſt, which thou didſt take againſt his 
affectation in every thing he did, proceeded 
from the light of reaſon, which illuminates 
thee whereſoever thou goeſt. It is certain 
1 was never more ſurprized than I was 
to ſee the wicked trick, which Self-love 
would have played me, and how treache- 
rouſly he aimed to praiſe upon my too 
ealy belief. I then turned towards him, 
and ſaid to him with an honeſt and virtuous 
indignation. Is it ſo, traitor ? you with 
your very flatteries deal about the blows of 
death ; 1 ſhall know you again, and will 
take care to remember you another time. 
When he ſaw he was detected, he betook 
| himſelf to, flight; and my good Angel, 
likewiſe, at the ſame time, diſappeard out 


of my licht. 1 5 


VISION 


VISION III. 
The Paſtor i is conducled by Hol Deſire 10 the 
1 Palace of the 3 of e | 


FINDIN G myſelß at this time, left quite 
alone, and not knowing which way to turn, 
J perceived another young man making to- 
wards me, who had a very gay air, and 
dreſt in a ſtuff of a lively dye. Having now | 
no guide to direct me in my journey, 1 aſked 
him if he would conduct me to the palace 
of the Science of Salvation. He anſwered 
me, he was ready with all his heart to 
comply with my requeſt, However, I was 
now become ſomewhat diffident, and ſtood. 
a little more upon my guard; fearing left 
this muſt be juſt ſuch another as he was, 
that had ſo dexterouſly paſſed an impoſture 
upon me before: Therefore, before I would 
admit of him as a guide, I reſolved to know 
who he was, and accordingly defired his 
name. My name, faid he, is Holy De- 

fire. That name gave me ſufficient ſatiſ- 
faction; and, beſides, I diſcovered, me- 
thought, in him ſomewhat heavenly, which 
gave me a . and confirmed belief that 


he 


14 
he would not deceive me. Upon this I re- 
queſted his company, and begged that he 
would not deſert me, upon the road, on 
any terms; which he very faithfully pro- 
miſed me, He conveyed me through paths 
| quite contrary to thoſe, through which I 
| had been miſled by Self-love ; at which I 
14 was, at the ſame time, both aſtoniſhed and 
i i delighted, forming to myſelf from thenee 
4 


this judgment, that the roads to theſe two 
great palaces, to wit, that which appertains 
to the Science of Salvation, and that which 
belongs to the Spirit of the World, were 
io widely different from each other. But one 
is thing, which afforded me matter of ſur- 
prize, was, that the palace of the Spirit of 
the World ſhould be of ſuch vaſt extent, 
hi that after having travelled a prodigious 
length of way by the walls that ſurround 
it, I could ſee no likelihood of coming to 
any end. At laſt I perceived that, on one 
116 ſide it abutted upon the palace of the Science 
1 of Salvation; but with this difference, that 
from the windows of the palace of the 
1 Science of Salvation, one might plainly ſee 
15:8 all that paſſed in that which belonged to the 
{448 Spirit of the World; whereas, on the con- 
trary, this afforded no proſpect of any one 
thing that was done in che other. 
= „„ Thus 
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Thus I arrived at the Palace of the Sci- 


ence of Salvation, which makes no very great 


appearance to the eyes of thoſe who have. 7 


never been within it; and the Porter of it, 
whoſe name is Experience, has ſomewhat 
very ſour, thocking, and forbidding in his 
air and behaviour. However, I entreated 
him to give me admittance. He told me I 
was free to enter, that he did not ſtand there 
to forbid any body the door, but that he had 
-& expreſs orders, on the contrary, to open it 
to all comers who ſhould require it, and that 
having Holy Deſire for my companion, I 
ſhould be welcome, and even meet with a 
much better reception than if he him- 
ſelf had been my introducer. Accordingly, 
3X Icntered in, accompanied by Holy Deſire ; 
but this I muſt ſay, that T was at firſt diſ- 
guſted at the phyſiognomy of the Porter; 
and his ſour countenance made me loth to 


go in, ſo ſoon as I ſhould otherwiſe have 


done. Inſomuch that, had it not been for 


Holy Defire, who fortified me, and anima- 


ted me with a true ſpirit of reſolution, I 


do verily believe I ſhould have gone my 


way back again: but I ſhoud have been 


uilty of doing myſelf a grievous injury, if 

F bad not got the better of this weakneſs, 
by uſing a little violence with myſelf to 

%;; overcome 
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overcome that wayward diſpoſition: for 1 
had not gone many ſteps forward before | 
was ſcized with ſuch gn exceſs of joy, that 
'] was tranſported, as it were, out of myſelf. | 9 
I found in this palace a number of perſons of WW 
fi ingular merit, who all received me with 
a ſincere tenderneſs, rejoiced and congratu- 
| lated my arrival. Every ſeul of them ca- 
reſſed me ſo very lovingly, that they could 
Not have done more, if I had been their own 
child. 3 
The porch of this palace appears little E 
and low, to thoſe who approach it, on the 
ſide of that other palace which belongs to the 4 1 
Spirit of the World. But the inſide is 
gloriouſly adorned with moſt magnificent 
apartments, with ſpacious gardens of the 
fineſt ſort, where perſons of great know- | 
_ Tedge reſort. | Some are taken up with 
Prayers, and others involved in divine me- 

ditations ; ſometimes they converſe together, 
and there are ſeveral to be met with, who MW 


make it their buſineſs to give all newcomers 
proper inſtructions. Here are likewile to 


be ſeen ladies of rare and exquiſite beauty, 
and of ſuch modeſty, that the ſanctity of 
their manners adds to their charms ; their | 
diſcourſes are the fountains of true honour ; 
and their babies the badges of decency and 

Fo innocence. 
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W innocence. There are no ſuch things as 
conteſts and diſputes to be, heard in this 


place: all is here in profound peace; there 
is not a perſon who drops an improper 
word; every one enjoys his heart's defire, 
and lives in a ſtate of perfect tranquillity, 
content, and fatisfaftion. ' _ 


Ü begged leave of Holy Deſire to inform 
me, which of all theſe was the abode of the 
Science of Salvation? He told me he would 
ſhew me thither; but that I muſt firſt, by 
the way, pay a viſit to Conſideration, who 
was a lady of profound wiſdom, and though 


ſhe was a little low in buſineſs, yet ſhe | 
was, / otherwiſe, a perſon of whom the 
Science of Salvation had the greateſt eſteem, 


and ſummoned to the council-board in all her 
affairs. I accordingly went, with Holy 


Defire, towards a manfion-houſe, that was 
placed in a very retired ſituation, where I 
found two guards before the door. This 
made me, at firſt, believe that I ſhould 
have a great deal of difficulty to obtain an 
audience of that lady, and I was juſt upon 
the point of reſolving to paſs by, and go on 
ſtraight, where I hoped to find the Science 
of Salvation. But Holy Defire gave me 
to underſtand, . that I ſhould by no means, 
be made welcome, unleſs I had paid my viſit 


. 
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before- hand as Conſideration. , then ad- . 


vanced towards the guards, who, at a great 
diſtance, demanded who I was, and what I 
wanted; adding, withal, that I had beſt 


retire, and go about my buſine's, without 
troubling their repoſe. Theſe harſh words 


ſhocked me very much, and put me under 
more than a little conſternation. However, 
1 took heart, and told them I was a Paſtor, 


who was defirous to be introduced into the 
preſence of the Science of Salvation, and 


had been informed, that it was neceſſary for 


me to ſee Conſideration firſt; who was to 
give me a kind of paſſport, and procure me 
acceſs to that illuſtrious princeſs. I at the 
ſame time begged the favour of their names. 


They replied, that they called themſelves 
Retreat and Solitude, the guards of Conſi- 


deration, and that it was their duty to take 
care of her repoſe; but that having Holy | 


Defire along with me. I was free to come in 


I no ſooner entered, but Holy Deſire led 
me up to a high gallery, which commanded 


the proſpect of moſt beautitul gardens, wa- 
tered with ſeveral curious chryſtal fountains, 
that glittered agreeably, and ſeemed to re- 
freſh the eyes of the beholders. I paſſed 


through this gallery into another of a won- 


derful dene and the ſilence was every 


* 
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where ſo profound, that there was not the 
leaſt murmuring noiſe to be heard but that 
of the leaves of the neighbourihg trees, 

which a gently-breezing zephyr ſeemed to 
bear along, like ſoft whiſpering through the 
galleries. Here many beautiful and curious 
portraits attached the ſight, which repre- 
ſented to it ſeveral deſerts, divers ſpacious 
plains, and lofty mountains. All the way 
- We went we ſaw too, a great number of per- 
ſons of both ſexes, who, keeping a'deep and 
folemn ſilence, were wrapt up in medita- 
tion, ſome of them with their eyes atten- 
tively erected to the heavens, ſome again 
declining theirs, and fixing them ſuddenly on 
the earth, while others were feaſting theirs 
more at large, and taking a wide ſurvey of 
the party-coloured gardens, and the foun- 
tains, that ſpouted out their ſhining and ſil- 
"ay ſtreams in the flowery beds. 
From thence I went into another apart- 
ment, where I found ſeveral different per- 
ſons all in the ſelf. ſame poſture, that there 
was not ſo much as a ſingle perſon I could 
meet with, to whom I had the leaſt oppor- 
tunity of once opening my lips; and had it 
not been for Holy Deſire that ſtuck cloſe to 
me, and was my near companion whereſo- 
ever I went, I ſhould have been apt to be- 
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Neve, that all I had been feeing, was no 


more than the chimerical ſport and play of 


fancy, a mere gay deluſion, and whimſical 


amuſements. 1 came, at laſt, into a very 


ſtately and ſpacious hall, in which was con- 
tained a large and copious library of books, 
and Juſt at the end of it I ſaw a mighty ve- 
nerable dame, who was reading, with the 
greateſt attention. Here I put the queſtion 
10 Holy Deſire, who that lady was, and 
Whether it was not Conſideration? He 
. anſwered me, that it was not; but that 
it was mether to her, whoſe name was 
Lecture, and that her daughter was in 


an apartment ſtill further on, I faluted 


reſpectfully that grave perſonage, who re- 
ceived me with much civility. She, like- 
wiſe, treated Holy, Deſire. with much ad- 
dreſs; and it is really a wonderful thing to 
ſee how much he 1s in every body's eſteem. 
For the moment it was any where perceived 
that he was preſent, it became a point of emu- 
lation, and there was an immediate ſtruggle 
who ſhould giye him the moſt endearing ca- 
reſſes, becauſe he is ſaid to be the happy 
_ "deſcendant of a moſt worthy, father, whole 


name is the Merit of the Lord, and a mo- 


ther of very high and dignified extraction, 
"whoſe name is Grace; ſo that, purely for the 
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ſake of him, I cp a hearty and honiotits | 


able welcome, in every place ee 


that J viſited. 


Seeing myſelf in a houſe where there was 
ſuch ſtrict ſilence and ſo much leiſure, 1 
thought I might employ myſelf, at leaſt in 
running over the titles of the books which 
garniſhed and adorned the library; accord- 
ingly, I took a cloſe ſurvey of them, and L 
oy that. they. had all been compoſed by great 


authors, as well philoſophers as divines, 


who had abandoned the palace of the Spirit 
of the World, to retire into this palace of 
the Science of Salvation. Here were ſeve- 
ral who had formed treatiſes upon the bre- 

vity of life, concerning death, and of the 
conteinpt of the world. Such - were the 
books that were chiefly it in uſe and requeſt 


with Lecture and Con ideration. I ʒadmired, 


Mat in fo large a library, there were no ro- 
mances nor comedies to be met with; I ven- 


tured to aſk- the grave Lady Lecture the rea- 


ſon of it? who anſwered with ſome com- 
motion, and a little air of warmth and diſſa- 


tisfaction, that in the palace of the Science | 


of Salvation there were not any ſuch vehi- 
cles of poiſon, and that not any body had 
been ſo hardy, *till that very time, as to pro- 
Pound to her ſuch a — I muſt aſ- 
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fate you, I remained, for ſome time, under 
the greateſt * confuſion imaginable ; Hol 
Defire himſelf ſeemed to be a little perplexed 
at it, and to ſhew ſome concern for my ig- 
norance. However he was pleaſed to make 
à good plea for me, and excuſe me to the 
lady, by informing her, that this was the 
firſt day of my being entered into the palace, 

and that [ had not, as yet, been ſo happy as 

to enjoy the preſence of the Science of Salva- 

tion. But, as Lecture is a lady eminent 

for ſingular patience, ſhe reſumed. her for- 

mer air of complacency, and ſhewed me, 

with wonderful ſweetneſs of temper, that 
there were ſome certain things, which we 

ought ever to retain in our thoughts, and be 

very. vigilant never to let them eſcape, and 
„ ming. CCD 

I went forward from hence in the ſearch 


of the apartment, where her daughter Con- 
federation reſided ; whom we found. in a fit- 
ting poſture, with her back turned towards 
the door at which we entered. The chair, 
on which ſhe was ſeated, was made of a 
wood, valuable both for its great ſtrength, 
and for the odoriferous flavour that iſſued 
from it: Its colour had a kind of- ſorrowful 
caſt, and it was pale of complexion: This 
wWaod was called Anowledge. She 1 


\ 


her head upon her hand, and caſt a look, 
expreſſive of the greateſt attention, upon a 
large river, and, liſting up the other hand, 


pointed out, with her finger, the precipitate 
courſe of its flood of water; ſtill breaking 


out, from time to time, into theſe, and the 
like expreſſions: O eternity ! eternity ! an 


eternal hell, or an eternal heaven l a certain 


death! the hour uncertain! a ſtrict and ſe- 
vere account! a looſe and negligent life! 


pleaſures' that are of ſhort duration! and 
pains that are eternal! A Intle afterwards 
we heard her ſay, You are ſuffering, my 
Lord, and I am giving myſelf up to fin ! 
7ou on the croſs, and I at my eaſe ! you af- 
flicted and ſorrowful unto death, and I mak- 


ing merry, and counting pleaſure my life. 
A God of infinite bounty and goodneſs,” and 


yet I not to love him! A God of infinite 
ſtrength and power, and yet I not to fear 


him F A God of moſt ſtrict and ſevere Juſ- 


tice, and yet I to have no effeQual thoughts 
of amendment! At words fo pathetically 
moving, ſo pungently and forcibly touch: 
ing, as theſe were, I felt a tenderneſs ri. 


ſing in my heart to ſuch a degree, that 1 
. was ready to throw myſelf at the feet of the 
ſacred dame. Holy Defire himſelf, even 
began to redden, and to bluſh, that out of 
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the mouth, and from the heart of a virgin; 
ſhould come ſuch words, as darted fire into 
ours. But, as my whole deſign was to get 
a ſight of the Science of Salvation, ſeeing 
Confidrration ſo attentive, and not daring to 
interrupt her, I aſked Holy Deſire, to whom 
gould we addreſs ourſelves in order to give 
her to underſtand the reaſon of out coming 
to that place. I no ſooner ſtarted the quef- 
tion, but one of her bed- chamber Waiting 
maids, who is ſaid to be a perſon of a very 
bright capacity and penetration, by name 
Forgſigli, came up to us; and to her Holy 
Deſire declared our intention. F oreſiglit 
told us, that her miſtreſs i never held diſcourſe 
with any body, but that ſhe was always in 

waiting, next her perſon, in order to inform 
every one, what it was proper for him to do. 
Adding, that in the next adjoining, apart- 
ment we ſhould find a young maid, whoſe 
name was Fervour, whioſe eſpecial commiſ- 
ſion it was to conduct to the Science of Sal- 
vatien, all thoſe who defired to be intro- 


duced. into the preſence of that illuſtrious 
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the lovely Child was doing, Foreſight came 


"; os 
VISION IV. 
The Paſtor goes to viſt Purity of Intention. 


WE went to the apartment, to which we 


had been directed by Foreſight, where, as 
| ſoon as we came to the door, we perceived 


a very young, ſprightly, and agreeable girl, 
decently dreſſed in a flame- coloured habit, 


Who was quite alone, and, with a gay and 


ſmiling countenance, ornamenting an altar, 


and wiping down, and cleaning the images, 


that reſted upon it. We ſaw her taking in- 


to her hands the image of the little child 

Jeſus. The feet ſhe reverently kiſſed, and 
to which ſhe ſhewed a thouſand teſtimonies 
of pure love. As ſoon as ſhe had done on 
the one ſide, ſhe went immediately to the 


other, proſtrating herſelf before the image 


of the bleſſed Lady, to whom ſhe ſaid: O 


Virgin molt pure, when will the time come 


that my ſoul ſhall begin to ſerve you, and 


become agreeable in your fight! when will 


the wiſhed-for time come, that I ſhall duly 
acknowledge the love which you bear to- 


wards us, by a gratefu] return of mine to 
you? While we were intent. upon all that 


up 
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ep to us, which was the reaſon why Fet- 
vour ceaſed all her careſſes. She told me, 
that we came to ſee the Science of Salva- 
tion. That inſtant the little Angel, pout- 
ing forth a pleaſing figh, cried out aloud, 
Bleſſed be thou, O Lord l that there is one 
inſpired to ſeek after thee; and, taking me 
by the hand, Come, my dear friend, ſaid 
ſhe to me, O how happy art thou, to be 
thus choſen, (among ſo many people of the 
world who run headlong on to perdition) 
and called to the knowledge of truth. O0 
ye truly happy ſouls, who aſpire to that 
divine knowledge, take courage. The 
orders which I have received from Confi- 
deration are to carry you immediately to the 
Science of Salvation; if you pleaſe, there- 
fore, to go along with me. She conducted 
me through a little paſſage, where I heard 
ſeveral voices ſinging canticles to the honour 
of God. She told me, that this little paſ- _ 
ſage was called Promptitude, or Diſpatch. 
It was not long before I arrivedat the apart- 
, ment of the Science of Salvation, where I 
| found two venerable matrons, whoſe names 
were Truth and Sincerity, They had fo 
near a reſemblance, that I took them for 
two ſiſters. Truth was endued with an 
extraordinary beauty, and her two bright 
5 = eyes 
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27 
eyes caſt a glittcring luſtre over all her other 
charms. She was clad in white, and a 
ſilvery ſplendor ſeemed to beſpangle her 
ſnowy veſt, which appeared to irradiate on 
the eyes of her beholders continued beams 
of mild and ſerene light. She was atten- 
dant, in ordinary, to the Science of Salva- 
tion, and commonly in cloſe waiting about 
the perſon of that princeſs. As for Since- 
rity, ſhe was decently and modeſtly arrayed, 
without any ornament or affeQation; and 
ſhe always went in that kind of becoming 
_ dreſs which Truth appointed her to wear. 
It was, now, methought, that I was arrived 
to the height of my wiſhes, and enjoyed all 
that I could aſk and hope: for, in that happy 
moment Fervour had been informing her- 
- ſelf from thoſe two matrons, who are the 
| liſters of the Science of Salvation, if I 
might have the liberty to preſent myſelf be- 
fore that princeſs ; to which Sincerity made 
anſwer, that ſhe would go and know her 
leaſure in that point. At her return ſhe 
told us, that the princeſs inquired, whether 
I had ſeen Purity of Intention, I was very 
much ſurpriſed, that there was nobody but 
Sincerity that ſpoke, that Truth ſhould not 
ſpeak a ſingle word. I was informed, that, 
that Lady never ſpeaks; but that ſhe only 
F makes 
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28 | 
makes herſelf underſtood by a hidden chan- 


nel of conſcious knowledge, which conveys 
her meaning ſecretly to the heart; and that, 
after that manner ſhe explains, and unfolds 
herſelf much better, than another lady, 
who, with all the ſound and pompous vehe- 
mence of language, is univerſally known by 
the name of Eloquence. RE Os 
Ass I began to be tired out, beyond all 
Patience, with the delays and difficulties 
that hindered me from getting to the ſight 
of the Science of Salvation, I made this 
anſwer to Sincerity, that T had ſeen all. 
This Lady, who is all goodneſs, immedi- 
| ately believed me, and was that inſtant go- 
ing to report my anſwer to the princeſs : 
But Truth held her back by the arm, and 
told her. in the myſtick way of language, 
that. ſhe ſaw through my heart, that 1 had 
not ſpoken the truth. It is moſt certain, 
that I could not tell her manner of doing 
this; but this I know, that juſt as ] was 
ſpeaking, I turned my back upon Truth, 
and yet I perceived her, nevertheleſs, as if 
ſhe glided into the receſſes of my heart, and 
whiſpered ſecretly there, Why are you 
, guilty of a falſchood? I was heartily ſur- 
priſed to find myſelf among perſons of fo 
quick and bright a penetration, and all in 
| CO confuſion, 
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confuſion, conſcious of my crime, I intreated 
Holy Deſire to intercede for me, and ob- 
tain my pardon, which he very officioufly 
performed, after having a little reprimanded 
me. Then Fervour ſaid with an endearing 
familiarity.—This way then, Paſtor, let us 
go and pay a viſit to Purity of Intention. She 
was not long carrying me thither, where 
my ears were ſoon alarmed with a loud 
noiſe, that ſeveral young women made in 
cleaning the. apartments. I perceived one 
above the reſt, named Proper Obſervation, 
picking up a hair that ſhe, by chance, diſ- 
covered on the floor, and was throwing it 
out of the window. Another, whoſe name 
was Diligence, was looking, and prying ve- 
ry narrowly, firſt on one ſide, and then on 
the other, to ſee that every thing was ex- 
actly neat, and in the niceſt order. I took 
notice of a third, whom they called Atten- 
tion; and ſhe was wholly buſying herſelf in 
examining all matters very dete, and put- 
ting every thing to the teſt, to find if there 
Was no alley or mixture in it, which might 
e in the leaſt, ſhocking to Purity of 
ntention. By theſe means of ſcrutiny 
every thing was perfectly pure, every thing 
neat to the higheſt degree of nicety. I was 
no ſooner got in amongſt them, but Dili- 

; C3 gence 
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gence and Attention eyed me all over, in a 
moment, from head to foot; and diſcovered 
I had a little duſt about me. They made 
me leave the chamber without more ado, 
and wipe myſelf clean. As for Attention, 
ſhe only had her eyes about her, and ſaw 
whether every thing was as exactly in order 
as it ſhould be; but Diligence put her hand 
to the work, and took effectual care that it 
ſhould be ſo. Proper Ob/ervation was the 


perſon who appeared, in my eyes, the 


. moſt beautiful, and the moſt pure of them 
all, and ſhe would not ſo much as once ap- 

proach me. As I was informed, this vir- 
tuous maid, to preſerve her own purity to 
ſuch a degree, kept a ſtrict and vigilant eye 
only over her own ſelf, and over Purity of 
Intention, and that her perfection conſiſted 
in believing all others to be pure, and turn- 
ing her whole application to the means of 
purifying her own perſon. I have been 
given to underſtand that, by taking this me- 
thod, ſhe has eſcaped a multitude of little 
diſputes and animoſities. She is always 


looked upon by every body with a good eye, 


cheriſhed, and loved by every individual, 
becauſe ſhe profeſſes and entertains an eſ- 
teem for the world, and holds no creature 
but herſelf in contempt. And here I can- 
es 1 not 


— 


. 


not help declaring to you, that J was infi- 
nitely taken with the comportment of this 
amiable maid. But, to proceed, Fervour 
entered into diſcourſe with Diligence, and 
acquainted her, that I was come, accompa- 
nied by Holy Deſire, with the expreſs or- 
der of the Science of Salvation, to ſee Pu- 
tity of Intention, that ſhe might examine if 
'T was in a proper ſtate and condition to ap- 
pear before that Princeſs. This diſcourſe 
ſtruck me, to a degree of aſtoniſhment, in- 
ſomuch that I turned towards Holy Deſire, 
and told him, I was terribly afraid of my 
meeting with a refuſal, unleſs he would 
ſtand my friend, and give me the benefit of 
his aſſiſtance, for, that I ſaw nothing in 
myſelf but miſery; and that they would 
have good reaſon to diſtruſt me, being born, 
as | was, full of corruption and frailty: but 
then again, who could appear without ſpot 
or. blemiſh in the houſe where Purity of 
Intention itſelf reſides? Holy Defire made 
me this reply; That, to ſee the Science of 
Salvation, face to. face, and clearly, as ſhe 
ought to be ſeen, it was abſolutely neceſſary 
that I ſhould, firſt, paſs my examination 
before, in the preſence of Purity of Huen- 
lion. . „ | | 
He therefore made me go, as it were, 
5 3A by 
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by mere force, into the apartment of Purity : 
of Intention, where I took a great deal of 
content and ſatisfaction, in beholding myſelf - 


placed in the midit of ſo many reſplendent 
lights: but then looking a little inwards, and 
growing conſcious of my own numerous de- 
fects, I was quite overwhelmed with confu- 
| fron. I had ſcarce time fox theſe hidden 


fore Fervour, addreſſing herſelf to that moſt 


pure Lady informed her, that ſhe. had 
brought me, in order to my examination, 


and to ſtand the trial whether I was in a 
fit condition to appear before the Science of 
Salvation. Then Purity of Intention ad- 
_ drefſed herſelf to me in theſe terms, which 
appeared to me like ſo many rays that iffued 


out from a fountain of light. hat end do 


you a. zo yourſelf in coming hither to ſee 
tie Science of Salvation? I made anſwer to 
her, that it was in order to be taught all the 
duties and obligations of my conſcience. 
And, what are your pretenſions next 2 ſaid ſhe 
to me. Ta render a good and juſt account 


of them, ſaid I. Well, and what do you. 
expect ta obtain by rendering this good account 


as you tall of 2 Nothing leſs, ſaid I, than an 
eternal reward. So that, continued ſhe, upon 
the whole matter you are ſeeking nothing but 
reward 3, 


PR 


thonghay vpon entering the chamber, be- 
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reward ; and you would not be at the pains of 
doing a good aflion, if you did not promiſe 
yourſelf ſome profit or enjoyment ariſing from it: 
if God did not in this caſe, propound to you @ 
certain view of recompence, you would not be 
in any great concern about ſeeing the Science of 
Salvation, fince lucre is the acknowledged mo- 
tive of your enquiry, and the hopes of gain 
urge you on to the ſearch. Holy Deſire, and 
Fervour, both perceiving me quite daſhed 
at this remonſtrance, prompted me, with a 
low and whiſpering. tone of voice, this pro- 
per anſwer, That I was not Tait in 

the ſearch of recompence, although zwe are not 
all permitted it, as I was above all things ſoli- 
citous to ſeck the glory and honour of God. 
Purity of Intention, who perceived quite 
through us, cried out, O Mortals ! it is good 
and juſt that you ſhould take care of your eter- 
nal happineſs; but can you take a better or 
wiſer method to aſſure yourſelves of it, than 
by working purely for God, for his honour and 
for his glory. „„ „ 
At length Purity of Intention gave me a 
ſignal to approach her. As ſoon as ever I 
came within her reach, ſhe opened a beau- 
tiful cryſtal cabinet, out of which ſhe took 
a key, which was called Se knowledge, and 
with this ſhe unlocked, as it were, all the 
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folds of my boſom, and laid them open te 
view. She then took my heart into her 
hands, which, methought, ſhe began to 
conſider in the midſt of ſome rays of light, 
that iſſued from the face of our Saviour, 
which was finely painted in that chamber. 
'T heſe rays poured themſelves forth upon a 
clear glaſs, which is called, the Mirror of 
Perfection, directly over againſt which is 
fixed a ſecond glaſs called Appearance, which 
receives and borrows its rays from the firſt, 
It was between theſe two glaſſes, and in the 


midſt of theſe ſhining rays, that ſhe began 
do take a cloſe ſurvey, and a narrow examin 
of my heart, I never, in all my life, had 


the feeling of an aſtoniſhment like this, 
when I ſaw my heart placed in the midſt of 
fo many lights, and lodged in the hands of 
a ſearcher, ſo curiouſly, aud fo delicately 
pure. For thoſe rays all truck upon it, as 
directly as on a centre, and penetrated it 
through and through in ſuch a manner, that 
there was not ſo much as a ſingle fold but 


what was made viſible, and appeared entirely | 


manifeſt to ſight. Alas! now was the time 


come when found it inexpreſſibly more mi- 


ſerable and wretched, than it ever 2 
to me before. As ſoon as ever ſhe had 


poized it in her hands; this heart, ſaid ſhe, 
5 weighs 


2 „ add Yate: a: Al 


„ 3 
weighs heavy, very heavy. — There was in 
very deed, too much reaſon for what ſhe 
ſaid, for all the cares and ſolicitudes of my 
life, and the charge of my flock had not a 
little contributed to its weight and preſſure. 
At length that Lady penetrated this heart of 
mine with her eyes, as it were with new 
rays, and faid; I perceive there but a few 
drachms and ſcruples of deſire to ſee the 
Science of Salvation. I do not find that all 
the wiſhes in it ſcarce weigh two caraCts, 
and it 1s far from being ready prepared to 
receive four and twenty. Nevertheleſs, 
ſaid ſhe, enter; thou ſhalt have the favour 
of preſenting thyſelf, and when thou ſhalt 


behold the Science of Salvation, ſhe ſhall 


beſtow on thee all that is wanting to com- 


Plete and accompliſh the purification of thy 


whole man. Perhaps the vehement ardor 
of true charity and burning love, may enter, 
and take place in thy boſom ; and then that 


will. diſpel and conſume all the imperfec= 


tions that remain. She reſtored my heart 
to its former ſituation, and locked up my 


breaſt as cloſe as ever, that no body could 


ſay it had been opened. I leave you to 
think how I was covered over with ſhame 
and confuſion, to ſee, in ſuch pure hands a 
| heart that was full of gaſhes, remorſes, and 
EN OT deformities. 
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deſormities. I went forth with Purity of 
Intention, but without preſuming, or ſo 
much as once during to liſt up mine * 
2 her. 


VISION V. 


| The Paftor goes to fee the Science of Sal- 


vation. 


FERVOUR and Holy Deſire brought 


me into the antichamber of the Science of 


Salvation: where | met Truth and Sincerity, 
who had juſt made an end of .inſtruQing 
two young men and an old one, that were 
come from enjoying the preſence of that 


_ avguſt princeſs. The two young men 
were going to become Carthuſians, and the 


old man gave ſome inheritances which he 


| Had poſſeſſed to the poor; reſerving on] 


very ſmall] portion for himſelf, and Kev? 
to lead the remnant of his life in the com- 
pany of a holy prieſt, with whom he had. 
no other buſineſs but to follow the rules, 


which he ſhould lay down for the working 


out his {alyation. 
I then 


I chen begged of Fervour that ſhe would 
beit | 
| had. accompliſhed every thing, and gone 
ugh all the offices regularly, and per= 
_ formed: what Was previoutly, of requiſite to 
de flone. She made no further ceremonies 
but went in without more ado; and; aſter K- 
ſhort ſtay, returned with two venerable an — 
cients, een the ſtiled by che title of 
and Progreſs. # 
that Was extremely rich, though ft did not 
| make the fineſt appearance . oy. 
was habited in another ftgF'that was noe 
: really 
more beautiful and flouriſhi 
two olck men held each o 
hands, the badges of their cl inaſmuch 
as they perſormed the functions of eqderies | 
_—_ gentlemen · uſniers to tliat princeſs. 
up Pirn me, and both taking me by the 
hand, conducted me to the great room ef 
Audience. I Was eivilly* received by 
che door-keeper Saſs, 
and 1 in His Pry they left me: | 
This door-keeper had no "Weiner intro- 
| Avced me into that ſpacious, Hall; Where the 
Science of Salvation Was prefent, but I 
5 found . quite 3 from 


7 


my immediate introduction, becauſe I. 


5 was dreſſed in A P44 | 
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ſo rich in itſelf; but made a much 
Hgure, Theſe 
"them in their 
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{what I wess the moment before. I was 
thoroughly. ſurpriaed, and it fared juſt fo 
- with me, asc with, a perſon; who ſleeping, 
dreams himſelf to: be in the midſt of dark- 
neſs, and waking ſuddenly. finds himſelf. in 
the broad face of day. But it was ſtill quite 
another thing with me;as.ſoon as I perceived 
— the Seienee of; Salvation. For over and 
above the extraordinary tranſport of joy I 
felt, ] was ſeized with an unſpeakable admi- 
ration of every thing I beheld, and more 
, becauſe. I-djſcoyered. many wonderful things, 
that were all then utterly unknown to me. 

:{12;;;Tbe Salggn:or; preſence- chamber was ex- 
-#eme ly,glear and lighitſeme, magnificently 
- adorqed,; and enriched with excellent, paint- 
; ings; which, zepreſented the; hiſtories of ſe- 
veral famous conyerfions ; as for example, 
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39 
vation was attended by ſeveral. greaf perfores 
"ages, eminent for learning and ſanctity, who 
ftood all about the prefence chamber bare- 
headed, attentively liſtening to the orales 


which -proceeded from her mouth. She 
broke off her diſcourſe on purpoſe to give 


me.avdience. Then it was, that Joy, Pro- 


greſs, Holy Deſire, and Fervour, Who ac- 


companied and ſupported me, made me ad- 
vance even to the foot of the princeſs's 
throne, which appeared beautifully plain to 
my fight, was folid, extremely ſtrong, ab 
formed of a wood called Surety. The Sci- 


ence of Salvation was ſeated thereupom; 


under her feet was to be ſeen tlie glohe of 
the world, but placed under them at ſuch a 


convenient little diſtance, that the ſoals of 


them did not fo much as touch it. On her 


fides were ſeated two great ladies, upon two 
rich ſtools. The one named Reaſon, who 


was dreſſed in a ſtuff of an ineſtimable price 
and vaſtly ſtrong, which was called Du- 
rance - The other lady? s name was Wiſdom, 
who was arrayed in a precious ſtuff called 
Viriue. The ſtool on which Reaſon ſat, 


was framed of exquiſite materials called 


: Diſcourſe. And that on which Wiſdom 
7 Was placed, Was likewiſe framed of ma- 
D 2 x | _ ferials, 
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terials, fn not finer, at leaſt fall a fine as 
the other, named (zoadneſs. 
I The Science of Salvation is a very ve⸗ 
nerable and majeſtic lady, of an extraordi- 
nary beauty, exquiſitely agreeable, good and 
benefioent. She wore on her head a crown 
named Influence, and in her hand ſhe graſped 
à regal ſceptre called Power. She hath the 
brighteſt and moſt radiant eyes, an ample 
and copious forehead, her hair is of a lively 
white, that Turpaſles imagination, and ex- 
| Cites wonder and eſteem. She is robed in 
| 25 richeſt of . ſtuffs called x5 det 
her ſo Joftily elevated, I aſked of 
fire, how I might dur: approach to 
OF her homage? Fervoyr more ardent 
ever, heſought the Science of Salyation that 
the uſual ſteps might be placed for me to 
_ aſcend and perform my duties. Her requeſt 
was no ſooner granted but the two gentle- 
- men-uſhers of the princeſs placed the Reps ac 
cordingly, which are large; firm and { ſecure, 
and are termed Efficagious, They were cor 
vered with a rich tapeſtry called Comfort. 
_ accordingly went yp, accompanied by Holy 
Deſire and Fervour. The more. I ap» 
proached the Science of Salvation, the more 
] was ſurprized to behold ſo much beauty 
and i najeſty | in the * of that N from 


V hence ; 


«i | 
whenice a radiance ſeemed to iſſue forth, a8 
bright as the ſun. She received me with ſo 
much gracious goodneſs, that I tobk the 
liberty: of kifling her hand in the humbleſt 
manner. I next ſaluted Reaſon and Wiſ⸗ 
dot, with all the reverence that is due to 
them. I aſked Holy Deſire if I might 
ſpeak ts the Science of Salvation, and unfold 
to her the reaſons which brought me thither. 
He told me that the was a moſt ſweet and 


 $ood nitured ſovereign, and that ſhe would 


even rejoice to hear me. However him- 
ſelf was greatly aſtoniſhed and made it à 
fubject of wonder, how, after having ſeen her 
face to face, I could have any thing further 
te deſire of her: becauſe therg was no poſſi- 
bility of ſeeing her without being truly 


ilumitiated, and putified from afl thoſe 
nokious vapouts; thoſe falſe lights and ignæ 


Fatui of the mind, by which the ſoul of 
man is liable to be miſled. Mean while 
being overjoyed to ſpeak to her, I ſaid, O 


illuſtrious and puiſſant princeſs, who is rich- 
in poſſeſſing the lights of the All-power- 
ful, who enlighten ſo many blind people, 
and to whom the world ſtands fo highly _ 


indebted for the numerous benefactions, and 


blefiings you daily ſhower down upon their 


heads; 1 moſt humbly ſupplicate to learn 
ER 3 what 
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what it behoves and imports me to do in 
order to obtain life eternal. Her anſwer 
was, Deſpiſe the Temporal. And how ſhall 
I beat down paſſions, that T feel riſing up 
within me ſo powerfully ſtrong ? By renounc- 
ing thyſelf, replied ſhe. Well but then 
how. ſhall ] govern my flock? Govern well 
thyſelf. Ves, but how to do that, there is 
the point I preſs ? By taking fir: care of the 
Flock committed to thy charge. But if I meet 
and am ſurprized with the difficulties in the 
performance of my ſeveral functions? Con- 
 fult God, ſaid ſhe. And how ſhall I conſult 
him? She anſwered me, in prayer. Alas} 
Dread Princeſs, I am fo frail, that I am 
under mighty and terrible apprehenſions, 

which ſeem to tell me, that 1 ſhall not be 
able any ways to amend myſelf, Fear God, 
ſaid ſhe, have confidence in him, and O be 
ever mindful of this one great truth, that 
Charity is the virtue that will lead thee 
forwards and perfect thee in the practice of 
all other virtues whatſoever. But, ſaid ſhe, 
for the ſake of Holy Deſire and Fervour 
that accompany you, I am willing you 
ſhould ſee. all my palace, and the riches 
where with it abounds. Miſdom, whom you 
ſee here, ſhall lend you a maid out of her 
train to conduct you, whoſe name is Clear- 
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fightedueſs, ſhe carries withſher tlie key of 


truth, and they call that key the Light ef 


Heaven, by virtue of which you ſhall diſ- 


cern all things juſt as they are in themſelves, 
and {ripped of all foreign colour and exter- 
ue: 


nal diſga 


} # 


And for your ſtill "greater 5 


ſecurity, Reaſon ſhall equip you with the 


ray of her ſcience, which {hall not only 
make you ſee every thing without a cover, 
but will make you thereby conceive, and 


thoroughly and perfectly compreliend it. Be 


ſure you fail not in your paſſage, as you are 
making your tour through the Virtues, to 
pay a viſit to Charity, before you venture 


yourſelf again amongſt the vices, that reign 


in the palace of the Spirit of the World: be- 
cauſe, being a paſtor, it is neceſſary you 
ſhould know them,” in order to apply to 


— 


them their proper remedies; you ſhall beg 


of Charity to accommodate you with a guide, 
a pious and ancient matron called Reſerved- 


| neſs, to go thither with you; for her com- 


pany will prove of-great importance to you, 


amongſt ſuch a croud of enemies as you 
will meet with there. Beſides, it is highly 


E 


convenient aun. ſhould have an inter- 


view with Counſe/ before you depart from 


my palace. So now go thy ways in peace, 


Paſtor ; fear and love God, and ſerve him, 


by 


— 
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buy turning all thy care and application, for. 
the pure love of him, to the benefit of his 
creatures. This ſaid, the Science of Salva“ 
tion called to her immediately, that lovely 
and chatming virgin, whoſe name is Clear- 
ſightedneſs, to whom ſhe preſented a key, 
called the Light of Heaven. Reafon, who 
was there preſent, gave the beautiful and 

wile damſel a ray of chryſtal, through which 
one might leck clearly into the ſource and 
origin of all things. Then I retired from 
that pleaſing Ration, having firſt proſtrated 
' myſelf. lowly at the feet of that great prin- 
ceſs, and rendered her my hearty and 


» 


unſeigned thanks, for the gracious favours 


f * 


* 


which ſhe had heſtowed upon me. Neither 
was J deficient in paying the utmoſt marks 
of wy reſpect, and reverence to Wiſdom 
and Neo. 1, \ 

When I had deſcended from the foot of 
the throne, I entreated the two gentlemen- 
uſhers, who waited at the bottom of the 


(8 " 
2 — wo 
N 2 
4 


and conſider, and pauſe upon the magnifi- 
| cence. of. that charming place. While 1 
Held my eyes attentively fixed upon fo many 
ſurprizing and wonderful objects, an amia- 
ble perſon, who appeared to me to be all 
ſpirit, and genius, came up to me and 
CC accoſte 
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ſteps, to let me make a ſhort ſtand there, | 


accoſted me. f took the freedom of deſir- 
ing her name, and ſhe told me very frankly 


ſhe was called Inftruction; and that it was 


her province to explain doubts, and re- 
ſolve all difficulties. I do aſſure you this 


was a meeting that filled my ſoul with rap- 
ture; for fhe came in the very efitical 
juncture of time, to give me a light into 


ſeveral things, which I was then confider- 
ing, and which put me frequently in need 
of explanation. I began with aſking her, 
. why the Sejence of Salvation had placed 


| her throne above the world? Friend, re- 
plied to me Inſtruction, the Science of Sal- 


vation is above the world, becauſe ſhe 


deſpiſes it: ſhe does not ſo much as touch it 


with the ſoals of her feet, becauſe there is 


nothing in the world capable of attaining ſo 
high, and all of it is ſo far beneath her. 
He, who is once undeceived, and illumina- 


ted with her lights, has nothing more either 
to deſire, or to fear in the world: nay, he 


is not willing to hear diſcourſes of any thing 


belonging to it. The chair of that great 


princeſs is Surety, becauſe truth, which Is 
infallible, is its ſupporter. The chair f 
Wiſdom is ſtiled Probity, or goodneſs, he- 


cauſe without that foundation, it is impofſi- 


ble for Wiſdom herſelf to ſübſiſt. The 


ſeat © 
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ſeat of Reaſon is properly ſtiled Diſceurſe, 
becauſe it is by that which we find her out. 
The fteps, by which you mounted towards 
the throne, are called Efficacious, becauſe 
it is abſolutely neceffary that the ways, 
which you take to arrive at the Science of 
Salvation, ſhould be actually and effectually 
ſincere; not mere outward ſhew and gri- 
mace. That carpet, which is called Com- 
fort or Conſolation, denotes the joy and 
content, which thoſe receive who participate 
the rays of light, which are dealt forth and 
. diſtributed among them by the Science of 
Salvation, The ſceptre, which ſhe holds 
in her hand, is a mark of her power, for 
the Science of Salvation ſurmounts and ſur- 
paſſes all created things, and places beneath 
her feet all tranſitory grandeur, riches, and 
pleaſures, which ever paſs away from the 
ſons of men, when death comes with the 

certain and fatal ſummons, and calls up.a 
them to depart. In fine, her crown bears 
the name of influence, becauſe the perfect 
Science of Salvation is a light ſo great that 
it cannot proceed but from the 9 it 
cannot derive its ſource but from that ſupreme 
Light of all, the day-ſpring from on high, 
that, with its divine emanations, viſits and 
influences all thoſe ſouls, which _— 
9 


47 
and fincerely deſire it. Then faid I further 
to her, there is not any ſcience, whether 


natural or ſupernatural, but what this lady. 


whom we call Wiſdom, fully poſſeſſes, 
even to the perfection of enjoyment. The 
anſwer which Inſtruction gave me, was 


this, that the lady actually knew a great 


. deal, and her knowledge was vaſtly extenſive, 
but that, which ſhe knew, was hat 1 
- imagined. My dear friend, proceeded ſhe, 


it is Science which knows the things that 
you hint at, and not Wiſdom. Their ways 
of knowledge are widely different from each 
other. Science conſults, examines, and 
after all, doubts, even whether ſhe knows 
that which ſhe realy does know, and fre- 
quently when ſhe is perſuaded that ſhe knows 
a thing well, then it is that ſhe is the furtheſt 
from it, and the moſt ignorant of all.. But 
Wiſdom knows to love and follow that 
which is juſt and equitable. e 


She knows to hate evil, and to ſhun it. 
She knows to ſubmit and ſubject herſelf in 
all things to her Creator; to ſuffer for him, 

. even all the pains which accompany this 


wretched life. She knows to conform her 
ſpirit to the law of God, and to acknowledge 

that all- profit and knowledge beſides, is no 
better than ſordid baſeneſs, and mere chi- 
a Mera. 
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mera. 120 this is ſo hwy a Science, 


this knowledge of the true good, that there 


is nothing more neceſſary, nothing that 


more challenges our veneration and eſteem : 


| Conſequently, one ought to deſpiſe every 


thing as uſeleſs that conduces not to the lead- 


ing us that way, and every thing as perni- 


cious that may obſtruct our paſſage, or 
throw rubs in our way, and hinder us from 
arriving to it. | 

Truly, faid I to her, you have fm me 
a ſcience very rare and uncommon; and with 
which, hitherto, Þ have never held the leaſt 
acquaintance ; and yet I fancied myſelf ex- 
tremely knowing. For I know Divinity, 


the Canons, the Laws, Philoſophy, and, in 


ſome meaſure, almoſt all the other enen 


and arts. All theſe kinds of ſciences, ſaid 


inſtruction to me, without this other ſcience, 
may prove great occaſions. ot your ruin, and 


. contribute much to your perdition. But as 


to this Wiſdom, rejoined I, may it be learnt 
at any age? O yes, ſears" ſhe, and he 
who has once acquired it, knows more than 
thoſe fhort limited ſciences, of which vou 
ſpeak, can teach him, when they ate all 
joined together. Eor it is really no better 
tone un juſt ons 4 ws OT when a 


49 
man knows not the methed of ſecuring to 
himſelf eternal ſalvation. | 


And that lady, who is known by che 
name of Reaſon, ſaid I to her again, does, 


beyond all doubt, know how to frame an 
admirable diſcourſe upon any ſubject what- 


ſoever. It is impoſſible but that ſhe ſhould, 


conſidering the vaſt genius ſhe is endowed 


with, and her exquiſite and ſubtle extent in 


forming ſyllogiſms and enthymemes. Now 


you are grofsly out again, replied ſhe, you 


are quite wide of the matter, and miſtake 


egregioul] F. | That Reaſon, which you 8 


talking of, is cobweb artifice and chieanery 
of the ſchools, which reigns only in the pa- 
lace of the Spirit of the World. There is 
another way which is called ratiocination, 


or right reaſoning, which is neceſſary enough, 
and which is made uſe of in the univerſities 
with much profit and emolument. But 


Reaſon, which aceompanies the Science of 
Salvation; is but little addicted to diſcourſe, 


becauſe foraſmuch as ſhe regards Salvation 
in every thing, the ſees it, ſſre meets it at 
every turn, and finds it, whenever ſhe has 


a mind, with the greateſt facility and eaſe. 
She makes uſe of one light, which is called 


the Natural Light, and another, which like 


x polithed mirror, ſuining as bright as my 
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ſun itſelf, in its meridian, is called Super- 1 

natural Light, and by the guidance of theſe, öM 

ſhe moves peaceably on, in whatſoever ſhe | 
propoſes to undertake. 5 : 


— 


VISION VI. 


The Paſtor, conducted by Clearſightedneſs, 

to wifit all the Virtues that are in the Science 
of Salvation, makes his firſt viſit to the | 
Holy Fear of God. - 5 


_. SCARCE had Inſtruction made an end 

to me, of expounding all theſe things, when 

Clearſightedneſs coming up to me, took me 

kindly by the arm, and ſaid, come let us go 

this way Paſtor, your ſheep are left to them- 

ſelves, it is high time for you to think of 5 

returning to your charge. You tarry here | 

to refleQ and meditate upon things, which 

you | ought, before now, to have reduced 

into practice, This Maid conſtrained me 

to follow her, accompanied ſtill, as I was, 

by Holy Defire and Fervour. She con- 

ducted us through beautiful gardens, telling 

me, that I ought, above all things, _ 
TY FE ON rſt 
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Grit and feck the Holy Fear of God. Let 


us go. fail I to her, by all means; with 
you, I will go to all, and every place you 
pleaſe. We paſſed through a garden which 
contained a large ſtock of flowers, that were 
of a yellowiſh complexion, and yielded but 
a weak, faint, and fickly odour. I deſired 
to know if this was the garden of the Holy 


Fear of God? She anſwered me that it was 
one of them, and that the gardener was a 


very negligent and ſlothful man; it was true, 
| indeed, that he had begun to cultivate it, and 


had taken ſome ſmall pains about it, but that 


he (oon tired and relaxed, without going 
through with his work, and putting it in en- 
tire compleat good order, ] preſently after 
met the-gardener, who was a man of a me- 
| lancholy countenance, and talked mightily 

to himſelf. I inquired his name, and he 


told me he was called Aitrition. O, ſaid I, 
what a diſmal - looking creature, what an. 
odd, melancholy being is this? Melancholy 
indeed, replied Clearſightedneſs, but yet he 


has his virtues. For Attrition, by coming 
to the ſpeech of a venerable dame, called 


Confeſſion, and communicating to her all her 


foibles and infirmities, mends upon it won- 
derfully, and then his trees put forth fruit 


of a good flavour, and his flowers yield a 


very agreeable ſmell. 
From 


7 


From hence I paſſed forwards into ane- 
ther garden, which far ſurpaſſed this in ex- 
cellence and beauty, and was watered hy 
two fountains called the Eyes. Here alſo } 
met with a gardener, who fixed an affec- 
tionate and paſſionate regard upon a picture 
of our Saviour, which was placed directly 
fronting of the two fountains, I inquired 
his name too, and he told me it was Comri- 

lion. And where, ſaid I to him, is the 
Holy Fear of God? - You will find her, 
ſaid he again, in this place, accompanying 
his words with a kind and friendly motion 
of his hand, that pointed, and directed us 
to her ſacred habitation, Which ftood at the 
diſtance of a few paces. I then made ap- 
proaches towards that awful abode, where 1 
ſoon deſcried the ſource and origin of all the 
Virtues, ſurrourided by an almoſt infinite 
number of Saints, who honouted and re- 
vered her from their inmoſt ſouls, and loved 8 
Her from the bottom of their hearts. She 
was ſeated in a chair framed of. a moſt pre- 
cious wood, called the Knowledge of God. 

J heard her, methouglit, with a tfembling 

torte of voice, uttering theſe words: Venite 

filtt , audite me, timorent Domini dorebo vos, 
Come, my children, hear me, I will teach 

you the fear of the Lord, Ac that _ 
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| 99 - | 
ſaw Peter leave his nets; Paul renotmee his 
ſpirit, and acts of perſecution ; Magdalene 
forfaking her finful ways; and all the Saints, 
in genera}, bid 2 final and laſt adieu to the 
intereſt and grandeur of the world. She 
covered all thoſs that went into her apart- 
ments with very rich robes, called the 
Robes of Grace. I was extremely rejoiced: 
that I had obtained a fight of the Holy Fear 
of God, that moſt high virtte, or, to ſpeak 
better and more properly, that moſt high 
gift of the Moſt-High. I approached in 
the moſt humble manner to fakute her feet, 
_ I fetired with a kind of heaven} — 
ight, after havi happil recoive f 
holy benedition. By of 
As I was juſt feady to go out again, but 
through a different door from that through 
whick J entered, I found ſeveral. fine Chil- 
dren, whioſe hearts were fo repleniſhed with 
Fervour, that they carried viſible marks of 
it; thining forth upon their faces, and they, 
were moving onwards by the fide of a mighty | 
venerable man, who looked as he were a fa- 
ther to them all. We diſcovered, . likewiſe, 
in this place, 2 lady, who made ſtil} a more 
noble appearance than the old gentleman, 
and was buſted in adjuſting the habits and 
ornaments of her children, whom the _— 
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ſightedneſs to acquaint me who thoſe little 


Angels were, that had the happineſs of their 
education ſo near the Holy Fear of God; 
and next to domeſtics, were trained up in 
the very neighbourhood. The anſwer ſhe 


made was, that they were young children, 
who, in time, grew to be perſons of great 
ſignificance, and that they were called Holy 


Purpoſes, that the name of the venerable 


man was Amendment; that the lady's title 
was, Confidence in God; and that theſe two _ 


had the care and charge of bringing up thoſe 
little infants. Fervour no ſooner beheld 


them, but ſhe ran to their embraces with 


open arms. The little Angels were as for- 
ward on their fides ; they flew towards Fer- 


vour, as if they were winged by their tran- 


ſport, and gave her a thouſand of the moſt 


tender and affectionate careſſes. We took 


notice, that Amendment was deeply engaged 


in diſcourſe with a young man, who was 


juſt come out of the great hall, where the 
Holy Fear of God-reſfided. I drew near to 
them, and over-heard the young man ſay- 
ing: It is now, that I fear Ged.—1f you 
fear him, ſaid Amendment, why do you 
not ſhake off theſe evil habits ?—The young 


man anſwered, Becauſe I am not able to do 


It. 
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it. You fear him not at all, ala replied 


Amendment. I would willingly fear him, 


without leaving them off, reſumed the 
voung man.— That is quite impracticable, 
utterly impoſſible, rejoined Amendment, a 


perſon cannot ſerve two maſters ſo directly 


oppoſite; namely, God and the Devil : 
there is no ſuch thing as being introduced 
into the grace and favour of God, while 
ſuch criminals cleave and adhere to the 
heart. If you fear, then, my ſon, amend; 


jf you do not amend, it is moſt demonſtra- 


tively plain that you do not fear. 

I diſcovered, next, in a little corner, a 
venerable Ancient, who was ſaying to. a 
youth : My child, deal plainly, and ſpeak 
out the naked truth; if you diſguiſe mat- 


ters in the leaſt, look upon this as certain, 


that you are loſt to all intents and purpoſes, 


ruined beyond all reſource. They were in 


mighty conteſt together. The old gentle- 


man exerted his utmoſt efforts to bring him 


to the acknowledgment of ſome fault or 


other, to which the youth would by no 
means ſubmit. I over-heard the youth tel- 
ling him, that he could not prevail upon 
himſelf to confeſs and acknowledge it. Nay, 
replied the other, that you certainly may if 
you pleaſe, being left entirely to your 2 

ree 
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free will and diſpsſition. But it goes terri- 
bly agaifiſt the grain, faid the "oy, and gives 
me the greateſt pain imaginable but to think 
of it. The pain will be much greater, my 
friend, replied the good old man, when, 
for the not having acknowledged it, you 
ſhall incut an eternal condemnation. I can- 
not, for flame, confeſs, ſaid the youth. 
Alas! my fon, replied again the venerable 
61d man, you greatly deceive yourſelf, it 18 
rather à hardy obſtindey of temper, that re- 
ſtraitis you from owning the crirhe. After 
having heard all this diſcourſe, I ſaid to 
Cleat fightednefs, Here is a ſtrange confe- 
terice going on; pray let us litten to it a lite 
the. Clearſightedneſs anſwered in the nega- 
tive. By no means ſaid ſhe, do not go any 
nearer, for fear of giving them interruption ; 
I will tell you what it is they are about. 
That good old man, who is lecturing the 
boy, is a perſon much enlightened, and 
very virtuons, that is called Holy Shame; 
and is endeavouring to make the boy con- 
feſs his faults, ingenuouſly, candidly, and 
without referve. The boy's anſwer is, 
that he is notable ; whereas, the truth is, 
he is not willing to do it. He cries out 
* likewiſe, that he has not the courage; 
#4 Meanwhile, he has the dangerous _ 
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neſs to contings. very wicked, and yethath 
not the courage to become good: He pre- 
tends that ſhame ſtands in his way, and. is 
his impediment. The ancient raprehends 
him, and tells him plainly that his allega- 
tions arè by no means true; that it is a 
falſe and ill- grounded plea; that true ſhame 
is ſo far from hindering people from te]- 
ling the truth, that, on the contrary, it 
preſſes, it always urges them to tell it. 
Thus you ſee the boy is only contriving to 
cheat himſelf. Upon this, ſaid I to Clear- 
ſightedneſs, What! dogs ſhame prevail up- 
on a man to reveal his ſecret erimes ? on 
the contrary, I . ſhould be apt to believe, 
that, where thame has any hand in the mat- 
ter, it would he 2 great hindrance, and diſ- 
courage a man from laying open the defor- 
mities of his mind. You are intirely in the 
wrong, Paſtor, ſajd the; that, which you | 
call ſhame, is no better than perfect aſſu- 
range, downright. impudence, as the holy 
man very juſtly told him; though ſinners 
are pleaſed to ſoften, ſmooth, and colour it 
over with the ſpecious and modeſt title of 
ſhame and baſhfulneſs. Is there any thing 
like a man's being truly aſhamed, in not | 
_ daring to ſhew honour enough to declare and | 
n thoſe * which he had the — 
harqdineſs || 
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hardineſs to commit without fear, and with 


out ſhame, in the very preſence of God 


himſelf. On the contrary, it is ſtill rifing 
to a higher pitch of iniolente, it is growing 


ſtill more hardy, becoming ſtill more crimi- 


nal, not to be willing to confeſs, and reveal 
to the Divine Majeſty, what he already 


knows. But, on the other hand, frankly 


and ingenuouſly to confeſs them with ſincere 


compunction, and in the true and honeſt 
confuſion of heart; it is this, and this alone, 
that we may properly deſign to be a true 
_ of ſhame. That ſhame,” which te- 
ſtrains: men from ſuch an acknowledgment, 
is nothing elſe but pure ſelf love, and down- 
Tight deceit. Real thame is the daughter of 
Truth; ſhe is all ſincerity, all plainneſs and 
opennefs, turns herſelf quite inſide out; 
inaſmuch as ſhe derives her very birth from 
the bowels and entrails of Truth itſelf. She 
has her reſidence in the houſe of the. Holy 


Fear of God, and lives under her roof, 
Her name in the Latin is verecundia, that is 
to ſay, formed out of truth; as iracundia is 


formed from anger and choler. There is, 
that I know of, no other difference between 
them, but that they go dreſſed in different 


colours, Truth, in white; and Shame, in 


red. And to expreſs myſelf ſtill more 
5 . clearly 
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clearly on this head; it is Shame that brings 
Truth to light, that makes things to be 
known as they really are in themſelves; in 
a word, without Truth there can be no 
ſhame; for it is even an ignominious and 
"ſhameful thing to be guilty of - falſehood, the 
leaſt lie, or to tell an untruth. I am very 
glad, ſaid J to her, to have learnt ſo much: 


as far as I can ſee Holy Shame has it not 


in her power to tell a lie; and one is ſure 
that every thing is true which proceeds from 
her mouth, in whatſoever diſcourſe ſhe may 
chance to be engaged; which is quite other- 
wiſe in the caſe of that other kind of ſhame, 


that ſinners, committing a groſs miſdemea- 


nor, are pleaſed to call by that title: it be- 
ing nothing elſe but the height of flagrant 
impiety and daring inſolence, to hide and 
conceal the truth from God, and the miniſter 
whom he appoints to be witneſs to the con- 
feſſion. You ſpeak extremely well, ſaid 
ſhe, to the matter in hand. Thus impi- 


ous and wicked men, continued I, would 


paſs that upon the world for a virtue, which 
is an enormous vice and groſs prevarication ; 
who, while they are in the very aCt of per- 
petrating a ſacrilege, give out, for excuſe, 
this falſe ſhame, which is an additional 


crime and an aggravation of their guilt, It 


is 
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man de à profeſt debauchee; their title of 
hGnour'for him is, that he is a perſon of 
_ gallantry. | If a woman be forward, they 
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as a brave and valiant hero. Thus, under 


0 ( 


s too true, too juſt a charge, replied Clear- 


ſightednefs; it is the way of the world thus 
to alter the:names of things. They beftow 
upon vices the titles of virtues, and ſtigma- 
tize virtues'with the names of vices. If a 


qualify that forwardneſe, by calling it a hand- 
ſome and decent aſſurance. On the prodi- 
gal they throw away the name of a perſon 
of liberality; and are ſo generous even to 
the covetous and avaricious miſer, that they 
embelliſt and enrich his ſordid character 
with that of being a good e conomiſt. A 
duelliſh is extolled by ſuch worldly people, 


the names of virtues, the world gives us a 
fight of all the vices: but let us take Reli- 
gion next in its turn. * ä 
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VISION VII. 
The Paſtor goes 10 ſee Religion. 5 
CLEARS|GHiEDNEsS led me through a 


road, that was very much illuminated: in 
8 e „ te 
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the paſſing along, [ heard pſalms and hymns 


en 19,008 praiſe of the Lord, and voices 
from | 


heaven, which ſeemed to make re- 
Zapſes to thoſe divine canticles. I there ſaw 
ivines who were cxpounding, with the 


utmoſt exactitude and wiſdom, all the doubts 


and all the difficulties, which were propoſed 
to them; and after having gone through 
ſome other particular places, I arrived, at 
length, to .the anti-chamber of Religion, 
accompanied with Holy Deſire, Fervour, 
and Clearſightedneſs, who all went on be- 


fore me, to procure my acceſs. Scarce had 
they time to aſk. leave, before a boy came 
up to me fo lively, and fo full of active zeal, 


that he ſeemed to dart a kind of joy into me 
at his arrival, He was drefſed in a habit 
very richly embroidered, the ground where- 


of was a fine azure blue: this little angel 
was of a ſweet temper, of a meek and gen- 
tle ſpirit, and was ſingularly remarkable for 
having ſomething in his deportment, that 


carried with it an air of majeſty and gran- 


deur. I ſaluted him, but he, without in- 


forming himſelf who I was, upon the firſt 


| fight of my canonical habit, aſked me im- 
mee diately if I had not a defire to ſpeak with 
Religion? I told him I was, in reality, very 


deſirous to ſpeak with her, and had ſome 
S affairs 
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affairs of much importance to communicate. | 
He inquired if it was about any thing that 
wanted to, be remedied in the way "bf my 
function? I told him that there were many 
things belonging to that, which called aloud 
for a reformation, but that there were {till 
many more, ' which particularly” regarded 
my own proper perſon. The little boy, 
taking a faſt hold of me by the hand, ſaid 
to me with much earneſtneſs—Tn the name 
of Heaven, O Paſtor, be not ſlack, be ſure 
you be not remiſs in procuring all proper 
remedies on thoſe occaſions. I admired this 
vivacity of his, as much as I loved it, and 
it pleaſed me to the very ſoul. But pray, 
faid | to him, let me intreat to know who 
you are? He anſwered, my name, O Paſtor, 
is Zeal. I ain a perſon who devote the | 
whole endeavours of my life, and conſe- 
crate the end of my being to the ſervice of 
Religion, and T do e you to exert 
| myſelf, and uſe all my good offices with her 
in your behalf; provided only, that you, on 
your fide, will be fure to perform your duty 
with fidelity and diligence. He added, Go 
to work heartily, and ſet about it immedi- 
ately, my dear friend, and flip no opportu- 
nity, loſe no time in matters of ſuch weighty 
moment and importance. Thou _— 
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child, thou beauty of a. boy, faid- I, there 


is nothing that is ſo mighty dig, It is 
requiſite that I ſhould firſt ſee Religion. 
Perhaps the affairs that bring me hither are 
not in ſo bad a condition as to ſtand in need 


9 


of any extraordinary remedies. That may 


be, too, replied he; but {lil}, will. you give 


me your word, nay, wil}, you plight me 


your troth, to be aſſiduous in your applica- 
tion of ſuch remedies, provided they ſhould 
be found neceſſary? I will do all and every 
thing that is in my power, ſaid I; 1 have 
promiſed you, (he ſtill zealouſly inſiſted) to 
render you all the ſervice, and to do you all 


the good offices I can with Religion: But 
then, on the other hand, you muſt be as 
full and ample in your promiſes to me, that 


you will be ſincere and hearty in your en- 
deavours, and ſet abant the good work of a 


reformation effectually, and ro purpoſe ; ſtill 


purſuing that laudable end with an unwea- 
Tied will, and with a firm and unſhaken re- 
ſolution; becauſe the ſtudious application, 

and aſſiduous care of Paſtors is the very 


thing, by which the benefits of Religion 
moſt effectually ſubſiſt. 


He renewed again and again, the moſt 
preſſing inſtances, that I would make to hin 


the moſt ſacred vows, and the moſt ſolemn 


E 2 and | 


and invinlable ptoteſtations, to reforit: all 
ertors, and remedy all diſorders, to the ut- 


moſt of my "pu and capacity: And all 
this he did in fo graceful and winning a man- 


ner, with fach a communicative and impul- 
five warmth of influencing goodneſs, that, 


plainly perceiving that all this zeal muſt cer- 


_ tainly proctetl from above, and be the im- 
| mediate wotk of heaven, I made a ſacred 
- promiſe ſtrictly and religiouſly to perform 


every thing which he ſo earneſtly, yet ſo 
courteouſly required at my hands. And be- 
fore I do all this, ſaid 1 to him, it is proper 
for me to hold a conſultation with Prudence. 
T had no ſooner, mentioned the name of Pru- 
dence, but he, bluſhing forth with a loud 
figh, ſaid, Alas! Paſtor, be upen your 
guard; and O! beware that this do not 

prove, at laſt, a falſe kind of Prudence, 


which loſes, or deſtroys all my intereſts, 


and betrays all the bay cauſe of God : thete 
is ſuch a ſtrange and odd ſpecies of Pru- 
dence, that lives in the palace of the Spirit 


of the World, and is no better than pure 


impoſition, who commonly tells thoſe, whom 
ſhe has a deſign upon, and means to abuſe, 
that it is good to go gently and ſlowly on; 
that, by little and little, men arrive in all 
things to the end they aim at ; that they are 
Bol 5 | © young 


5 
young to-day and will mend to-morrow ; 
that it is the way of the world, the com- 
mon method and uſual proceeding, and that 
the time will come, which will bring along 


_ . with it aremedy for all things. Meanwhile, 


good Paſtor, time ſteals inſenſibly away, the 
hearts of men grow hardened, obdurate and 
' inflexible in ill; the day of reckoning draws 
on apace and approaches near ; no remedy 

is made uſe of all this while, and perdition 
becomes inevitable; becauſe the proper and 
neceſſary means of cure were not applied in 
due time and ſeaſon, No, Paſtor, conti- 
nued he, I muſt, and I do here conjure you, 
in the name of God, never to let yourſelf 
be drawn into ſuch dangerous delays, by this 
pernicious and. damnable ſort of Prudence, 
Moſt Holy Zeal, faid I to him, I do here 
ſolemnly proteſt to you, that I will enter 
into no conference, hold no conſultation 
whatſoever with any other kind of Prudence, 
but that alone which reſides in the palace of 
the Science of Salvation, whoſe ways are 
ſacred, and to whom Religion, without all 
doubt, will dire& me. A Prudence which 
orders and diſpoſes all things, according to 
the ſtricteſt laws of conſummate wiſdom. 
This day ſhe diſſembles what ſhe deſigns to 
execute the next, in order to execute it 

_— E 3 effectually; 


effectually; ſhe waits whole months toge- 
ther, where an affair is of great importance, 
that ſhe may commit no error, by aQting 
with hurry and precipitation; and without 
loſing ſight of the end which ſhe deſigns to 
bring about, ſhe looks about her with diſ- 
eretion, and takes all the proper and neceſ- 
 fary means to ſucceed. She conſiders and 
weiglis things well, before ſhe forms a re- 
ſolution; but when once reſolved, ſhe is 
prompt to execute. 7” bi that, that is ſhe; 
conſult and adviſe with her, ſaid Zeal to 
me; but then will you promiſe me to 
perform punctually whatſoever ſhe ſhall ad- 
viſe ? Ves, that I do ſincerely promiſe you, 
ſaid I.— Well, if it be fo, ſaid he, I will 
ſhew you, that I am willing to ſerve you to 
the beſt of my power, I will arm and equip 
you with a battle-axe, a cuiraſs, and a buck- 
he which you ſhall find in a large field, as 
I will give you direction. Supported with 
theſe arms, you ſhall meet with nothing but 
what you ſhall be able to maſter and ſur- 
mount. — But for Heaven's ſake, dear Hol; 
Zeal, ſaid I, do not any longer delay telling 
me where this field lies. The battle-axe, 
ſaid he, is Fortitude; the cuiraſs, Con/lancy ; 
and the buckler, Forbearance ; the name of 
the field is Imitation; and that large field you 
e : Wi 
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ef her acquaintance. 
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will find in the life of our Lord and his 


ſaints. Read confider, meditate, imitate, 
pray, and deſire; and you ſhall moſt aſſuredly 
conquer and ſubdue all oppoſitions what- 
ſfoever, and gain victories upon victories, 
At this preſent inſtance of time, continued 


Zeal, as I know that religion is pretty much 


taken up, and that Fervour is waiting for 
leave to introduce you; I am willing, for 
the ſake of Holy Dei. tio honours you 
with his company, to give you a fight in the 
next neighbouring tower, of a lady, that I 
love paſhonately, that I look upon as my 
mother, and I ſhould be glad if you had her 
for yours likewiſe, and that ſhe had adopted 


| you as her ſan. But, ſaid I to him, ſuppoſe 
any- body ſhould come in the mean while 


to ſummon me to make my appearance be- 
fore Religion, and I, being out of the way, 
ſhould not be heard of, or found; what then 
would become of me; what would they ſay 


of me, for giving ſa great a Lady the trou- 


ble of ſo unneſſary an attendance ? Do not 
be under any manner af concern upon that 
account, faid he to me again; I know that 
Religion will be extremely well pleaſed, and 
even glad that you have had an interview 
with this lady, and epjoyed the happineſs 


He 
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| | | He led me into a ſpacious hall magnifi« 


by a ſecret and narrow pair of ſtairs, the 
ſteps of which wele really very difficult to 
climb: but as Holy Deſire and Zeal, inſpired 
me with a vaſt deal of courage, and as 1 
advanced very gently and leiſurely on, 1 


was carr ed into a large chamber, where I 
_ Clared her extremely wiſe. She had her eyes 


. continually employed in looking through four 


and South, ſo that not any thing could 


uv oold render a good account of yourſelf, and 
ef your flock. She has ſpoken enough, in 


cently adorned, where, on the right hand, 
he opened a door; which, till he opened 
it, eluded the fight, and was not to be per- 
ceived ; and it is called, it ſeems, the Door 
of the Interiour. He then made me go up 


reached, at length, the top of the tower, 
without being at all wearied or fatigued. I 


ſaw a lady, whoſe looks, to my thinking, de- 


windows, which afforded different pro- 
ſpeCts, towards the Eaſt and Weſt, North 


eſcape her obſeryation. I enquired of Zeal 
what was the lady's name, and he told me 
it was Vigilance. She over-hearing me, at 
at the ſame time, ſaid to me, How | you 
2 Paſtor, and yet a ſtranger to my name? 
watch and piay, Paſtor, added the, if you 


all conſcience, to you, ſaid Zeal; you ** 
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all your errand in two words, fo let us now 
go down again. 5 . 


Juſt as we got to the bottom of the ſtairs, 


and was my about to find the door to go 
LE 


out at, Holy Zeal ſaid to me, ſince I have 
ſhewn you her, whom I regard as a mo- 


| ther, tho? I have one of much higher quality, 


who is known by the title of Celeſtial Light ; 


I have likewiſe a mind to give you a ſight 


of him, whom I reſpe& and reverence as 


a father, though I have one that is infinitely 


more conliderable than he, namely, God 


himſelf. This ſaid, he opened a door, and 


J defcried a venerable old man, who was at 
the end of a fine long gallery, ſeated on a 


ſtool of ivory, where he appeared to be 


extremely penſive, and wrapped up in the 


profoutideft meditation. Zeal informed me 
that it was Counſel, and bade me conſider, 


and obſerve him well. May not one go 
up and ſpeak to him? ſaid I. By no means, 
replied he; but if you are to diſcourſe with 


Prudence, this is the place of diſcourſing 
her, becauſe ſhe always takes up her reſi- 


dence with this old ſage. And it is by her 
mouth, that he will dictate, and let you 


know every thing you have to do in the 


palace of the Science of Salvation, becauſe 


there is no prudence without Counſel, and 


without 
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without Prudence there can be no Counſel. 
Hence it was that the Science of Salvation 
did not bid you go and talk witk Counſel, 
but only ordered you to go and ſee him, and 
this was on purpoſe to give you to under- 
ſtand, that by ſeeing him ſo thoughtful and 
penſive, it was your duty to learn, that, 
before you come to any reſolution in matters 
of importance, it is expedient for you tho- 
roughly to weigh and maturely to reflect 
1 upon them. We had no ſooner gone out 
18.6 of this tower, but Zeal reſuming the diſ- 
8 courſe, told me, that, Since Holy. Deſire 
did not quit my company, he would, for his 
Take favour me with the ſight of the fair ad- 
vocate, who pleaded and defended all his 
Cauſes ; without whom, he alledged, he 
ſhould meet with very ill treatment. 
He led me into a moſt beautiful garden, 
at the end of which was a kind of amphithea- 
. tre; on the top of that a moſt magnificent 
_ "throne preſented itſelf to view, which was 
called Dignity, and was compoſed of a wood 
named Obligation. On that throne was 
ſeated a very conſiderate lady, and ſhe was 
exerting her utmoſt faculties to perſuade a 
number of people, that formed an audience 
of the truth of ſome certain propoſitions, 
which ſhe laid down before them; ſhe was 


Warm 
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warm in her panegyricks upon virtues, and 
ſevere in chaſtiſing vices by her invectives: 
I gave attention to her for a conſiderable 
time, and { do declare to you, that when 
ſhe harrangued upon matters of devotion, 
the ſurprized, moved, and won all hearts, 


and made the eyes of the ſpectators and 


hearers, univerſally, melt into tears of joy. 
But then again when ſhe changed the pur- 
poſe of her diſcourſe, and gave a looſe to 
her honeſt fury in declaiming aginſt vice, 


ſhe ſet the whole audience a trembling about 
her. I enquired of Holy Zeal, who this lady 


was ? and he told me the was Eloquence, and 
the perſon who defended his cauſes with in- 
trepidity and profound wiſdom. As I found 
her deliver herſelf with much fire and vi- 
gour, and obſerved, that her diſcourſe was 
full of bold topicks, ſurprizing turns, and 

flouriſhing mode of ſpeech, in which I was 

not extremely well verſed, and which, 1 
afterwards learnt, were called tropes and 
figures, I took all that ſhe faid for a 

kind of reverie. This made me venture to 
fay that ſhe was not the ſiſter of that good 
lady, whom we called Sincerity, and that 
J could not bring myſelf to believe ſne was 


any great friend to Humility and Patience. 


What an ignofant perſon muſt you be, — 
8 on EN tort. 
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tor? replied Zeal, Whoever told you that 
a daring, .. braye, and courageous heart, 
might not be a patient qne, hecauſe it ſtands 
up vigorouſly in defence of that which is 
truly good? Would you have calumny 
more eloquent than innocence? It is the 
part neither of Humility, nor of Patience, 
to flatter or. diſſemble Truth; but on the 
contrary, it is a ſhameful forgetfylneſs, or, 
what is. worſe 4 wilful crime to be guilty of 
it. Have you never peruſed, never read 
the Holy Scriptures, never ſo much as caſt 
a look into the writings of the holy Fathers, 
which every where ſhine and abound with 
ſo much eloquence in the adorning of virtue 
and diſcountenancing of vice? Shall then 
.iniquity have more ſtrength, more power, 
to inflict mortal blows upon me than I ſhall 
have to repel them? Could you like to ſee 
that Juſtice, Zeal, and Truth ſhould be 
mute, : devoid of Treaſon, deſtitute of ſenſe 
and argument, and deprived of all the means 
proper to be uſed, in defence of the glorious 
- cauſe committed to their care? no, no, let 
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| it Falſehood herſelf be dumb, Falſehood, which 
=! 13 nothing but the dead-doing inſtrument, 
| 1 and the tool of vipers. Would you offer to 
[lf cloſe the lips, and ſhut. up the mouth of 
1 | the perſon, who announces to the rar 
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at me word of the Lord, in order to dignify a 

t, perfidious profligate, and a flagitious liber- 

ds tine with the title of an eloquent | orator ? 

1s When I perceived Holy Leal: gr wing, 

ay | warm in good earneſt, a ruddy colour flam- 

ne ing in his cheeks, and freſh fires kindling 

& and ſparkling in his eyes, which diffuſed 

ae around him ſuch beams of majeſty, as firuck i 

I, me with a kind of reverential awe, I did all ; 

of that I was able to turn the diſcourſe. I ſaid A 

ad to him, Holy Zeal, you are certainly in the 

ſt | right on't, and have all the force of reaſon on 

'Ss WF your ſide, and am charmed with my con- 

th | viction. But what if we ſhould go and 

ne | pay a viſit to Religion, is it not high time? 

en it is a long While ſince I have been abſent 

I from my flock, and I would gladly return to 

all them. Seeing me conſtantly perſevere in 

- my good ceſign, he cooled, and the ruffle. 

be | of his temper. ſettling into the ſweeteſt 

ſe calm, he expreſſed himſelf in thefe kind 

ns terms: IT will go myſelf this inſtant, to 

5 ſolicit your reception, ſince I find Holy De=, | 
= fire is your faſt friend, and never deſerts | 
ch you. Meanwhile I waited in the anti- | 
t, chamber of Religion, where | received ; 
to abundance of careſſes from every body pre- i 
of | ſent, purely upon the account and credit of | 
e, my faithful and much eſteemed friend, Holy 0 


Deſire. 1 could not — teſtifying a — 
| | 0 - 
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of gratitude in the midſt of all theſe advants- 
es, and rendering many thanks, for that 


| Ris amiable company ſtil} procured me ſuch 


extraordinary favours, and ſuch hearty wel- 
comes, whereſoever I appeared. But he, 
overwhelmed with a virtuous confuſion, 
made anſwer; as for me, Paſtor, I alas! 
am juſt nothing in myſelf; it is to God, and 
Cod alone, that | ſtand indebted for all the 
bleſſings that attend you. He it is, who 
gave me 'to you as your companion, and 
commanded me to wait upon you as I do. I 
deſired him to inform me, why Zeal was of 
fo ſmall a ſtature, being ſo many years old, 
as he needs muſt be, to have lived in the 
time of Phineas, when he ſmote the Iſrae- 
lites, and to have flouriſhed in the days of 
Elias, when he employed the ſoldiers of 
King Ahab to deſtroy all the falſe prophets 
of Baal by a general maſſacre? His anſwer 


= was, that he was little, lively, and full of 


vigour and fire, to enable h im to go into all 
Places, and enter into the minuteft circum- 
ſtances, where any thing was doing that 
related to the ſervice and glory of God; that 
he was alwavs in the permanent height and 
bloom of his youth, and the fulneſs of his 


% 


ſtrength; that he was never negligent, ne- 


wer ſlothſul; and as little as he appeared in 
his 


15 


his make, he was a giant in ſtrength ; and 


that it was particularly in the ſouls of Popes, 
Kings, Princes, Biſhops and Preachers, that 
he ſhewed forth the moſt intrinſic worth and 


reatneſs. I then requeſted to know, why 
his habit was blue, enriched with an embroi- 
dery of gold. He told me that gold repre- 
fented the Charity which animated and in- 
flamed him, and that blue was his (propet 
livery, juſt as it was the livery of the Hea- 
vens. During this diſcourſe, 'Fervour ap- 
peared again in perſon, juſt coming out of 
the apartment of Religion, and acquainted 
me, that Religion had, *till that minute, 
been very bulily employed, in giving out 
orders relating to ſome grand affairs of the 


Church, but that I was now at my own | 
liderty to make my appearance as ſoon as I 


would. | 
Accordingly, the door was opened to me 


immediately; by a venerable dame, who 


was (tiled Reverence. The moment J en- 


tered, I was convinced, by the interior joy 


which repleniſhed my heart with divine 


feelings, that this profound virtue was the 
baſis and foundation of all other virtues what- 
ſoever. Her throne was really extraordinary 


for its magnificence. There were to be 


feen, figured in relievo, the trophies of ſpi- 


F 2 ritual 
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ritual battles, wonderful triumphs of the 


faith; numbers of heretics overthrown, and 
ſprawling proſtrate at her feet, ſome of whom 
were. dying and dead, and ſome others yet 
living. The ſtool 8 ſhe ſat, was 
formed of a precious metal, which wos called 

Firnneſs. She wore on her head a crown, 
that caſt round a radiant luſtre, called, the 


Glory of God. On either hand of her ſhe 


had two holy women attendants, their names 
were Piety and Devotion; and theſe ſtood 
elevating their eyes towards Heaven, with 
ſenſible marks of love and tenderneſs. . Re- 
ligion fixed her hand, in a leaning poſture, 
upon the head of a young damſel, that ſtood 
before her, and that charmed all thoſe who 
beheld her; and I was told that her name 
was Mercy. I, at firſt ſight; - took this 
young maiden for her daughter; but learnt, 
ſoon afterwards, that ſhe was only her niece, 
and that ſhe was the daughter of Piety. Juſt 
at the time of my firſt entrance, Holy De- 
ſire and Fervour had both been pleaſed to 
acquaint me, that in this place I ſtood in 
need of no other company but theirs: be- 
cauſe Religion held them in the higheſt eſ- 
teem, and looked upon them as her favou- 
rites. It was this that made me approach 
her with much coulidence, ſaluting her — 
. 0 
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the ſame time with all poſſible reſpectl. 1 


then freely, and at large, laid before her all 
my wants, troubles, and difficulties. She 
comforted and enlightened me, and gave me 


in every part, all the ſatisfaction I could 


| wiſh or defire. Beſides the perſonages al- 
ready deſcribed, there appeared near the 


throne a venerable man, of an extraordinary 


merit, who bowed his body lowly down be- 
fore it, and ſeemed ſtrongly attached to the 

ſervice of Religion, and his title was Di- 
wine Worſhip In fine, after having received 
all my inſtructions from Holy Religion, I 


had my audience of leave of thoſe illuſtri- 


dus ladies, in order to go with Holy Deſire 
to the apartments of Prudence. | 


* 


VISION VII. 
: The Paſtor goes to viſit 6 Prudence. | 


BEING arrived at the apartment of Pru- 


dence, we found, at the door, a little man, 
but very agreeable, in whom was apparently 
to be ſeen a great deal of reſervedneſs, tem- 
pered with a graceful and winning comport- 
ment. They told me that his name was 
Agreement. I was received by him with all 

© imaginable 
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imaginable marks of honour ; he was habited 


in a ſtuff of different colours, but ſo curi- 
ouſly and nicely ſorted, that they produced 
a very. agreeable effeR, and admirably 


adapted to engage every curious eye. For 


all the colours were extremely lively, and 


fo beautiful, that the eye of man could be- 


hold nothing more charming. Clearſight- 
edneſs ſaid to me, Remark that man well, 
Paſtor ; he is but ſmall of ſtature ; howe- 
ver, Prudence has a very great eſteem for 
him; and he, of all others, is the perſon 
who is in the higheſt credit with her. 1 
have heard Report ſpeak fairly of him, re- 
plied I, but I could not have believed, ” 

any means, that this was a perſon of ſo much 
importance, You are not well enough ac- 
quainted to know him yet, ſaid ſhe again: 
but of this you will be better informed. 


| Meanwhile, reſt aſſured of me, that, of all 
the perſons who have the management of 


the affairs of Prudence, Agreement is the 


chief. In fine, he is all in all, prime mi- 
niſter, and there is nothing to be done well 
without him Ever, therefore, from this 


time forward. entertain, as you may, and 
ought, a very conſiderable opinion of his 


merit. I ſoon became of her mind, and 


was convinced of the reaſonableneſs of the 
admonition, 


„„ 
admonition, it being certain that the force 
and heauty of every thing conſiſts in agreea- 


bleneſs. To command without Agreement 


is a very trivial point, as well as it is to go- 


vern without it. The fame may be ſaid of 
preaching, and, indeed, of every liberal 


operation of the mind. So that, upon the 
whole, it muſt be univerſally acknowledged, 
that this kind of Agreement, is a moſt con- 
ſiderable talent and treaſure. This pretty, 
gay, polite, and agreeable man. aſked me, 
if | defired to ſpeak with Prudence? I an- 
ſwered him, it was the very thing I wiſhed 


for. He ſhewed an obliging readineſs, by 


going that minute with Fervour, to pro- 
cure my admittance. He returned ſoon, 
and informed me, that he had the happineſs 
of finding two mighty monarchs there, who 
had held a long conference with her, upon 


ſome affairs of the utmoſt: conſequence, that 


were juſt chen depending in their kingdoms. 
They were no fooner come out, but he was 
pleaſed to introduce me. Here two venera- 


ble ancients accoſted me, who preſented me 


te Prudence. They were grave ot deport- 
ment, and their very garments were expreſ- 


five of modeſty. Clearſightedneſs acquaint- 


ed me, that the name of one was Under- 
Handing; and Good Senſe, the name of the 
PEE other; 
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other; and that tlie duty of their ſtation was 


to conduct all new-comers to Prudence. 


This illuſtrious Virtue was ſeated on a moſt 


magnificent throne, round which were placed 


an auguſt proſpe&! a noble ſight ! legiſla- 


tors, popes, and councils. aſſembled, who 


made their court to her. She was robed in 
an admirable ſtuff, called Human and Di- 
vine Light. She held in her hand a book, 


intitled Forecaſt, in which ſhe would read 


very frequently. Sometimes ſhe would not 


Tead above two lines together, before ſhe 
would call two of her favourites, who were 


Intirely devoted to her ſervice, by whom ſhe 
tranſmitted ſecret diſpatches to Vigilance, 
ho would not put the leaſt thing in agita- 
tion but by her orders, and took mighty 


care to ſend her back a moſt exact account. 


I ſaw on the ſides of Prudence two ladies 
__ exquiſitely beautiful, whoſe names were 
*Temperance and Diſcretion. Temperance is 
a lady of a very pacific temper, and migh- 


tily reſerved. Diſcretion had her hands full 


of a fine collection of flowers, who, after 
ſhe had ſmelt to them, and diſtinguiſhed 


their ſeveral odours, diſtributed them, as fa- 


vours, to moſt prudent, knowing perſons, 
that ſtood around her to receive them. Quite 
cloſe to the throne was a woman, that car- 


ried 


; ried Genifieance and wiſdom in her looks, 


x deur and majeſty to that of Prudence, which 


with exquiſite beauty and comelineſs named 


had in their hands a caduceus, or herald's 


ſtaff, ornamented with wreaths of Jaurel. 
The ſword of Juſtice had four edges, made 
very ſharp and fit for execution. On one of 


and ſhe was called Modeſty. She informed 
me, that ſhe was the mother of Agreement, 
and the next of kin to Prudence. Here 
was likewiſe another throne, equal in gran- 


was filled by a lady of high authority, called 
Juſtice; who held in her hand a naked 
ſword; and near her ſtood two other illuſ- 
trious dames ; ; one of whom was adorned 


Peace ; ; the other Fortitude. Each of theſe 


theſe was inſcribed the word Law; on ano- 
ther ſide was written the word Vindictive; 3 
and on the two others Diſtributive and Com- 
municative. One might truly ſay, that 
this ſword would cut every thing, even 
without the leaſt imaginable difference ; that 
it would preſerve and protect excellent laws, 
rewarding the good, and puniſhing the guilty, 
rendering to every one that which belonged 
to him; and that it performs all this with 
fo much impartiality and equity, that if 
there ſhould be any thing, even in Juſtice 
herſeli, which wanted to be pared away, ſne 


3 ä would 
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| Would exereife the edge of her retrenching 


faculty, even there, with every jot as much 
reſolution and indifference, as upon the moſt 
utter ſtiangers. This ſword is called Rec- 
titude and Equity, or Righteouſneſs. 
I was never more agrecably ſurprized than 


at the ſight of ſo much grandeur. For the 


kings, the princes, the governors and ma- 
giſtrates ſtood bare-headed before Prudence. 
Juſtice herſelf declared, it was from her 


That all the illuſtrious perſonages held their 


ſceptres, their crowns, and their power, 
In fine, I made my approaches towards 


Prudence, and, after having rendered her 


all the reſpects due to ſo great a lady, I 
begged her to inſtruct me in the duties of 
my function, which the did, by pointing 
me out ſuch ways and means to follow, as 
would be ſure to make me ſucceed. She 


made a ſpecial part of her charge to me, that 


I ſhould learn' the art of delaying and ſuſ- 
pending ſome certain affairs for a time, with- 
out quite laying them aſide, telling me, ſhe 

would warn me to my buſineſs by one of 


her meſſengers, who. was called Occaſſon. 


She-likewiſe adviſed me to be ever mindful 


af Agreement, to whom ſhe very cordially 
recommended me, and never to loſe him out 


of my ſight, The extmordinary care which 
joe vs 1 | Prudence 


83 


Prudence took in admoniſhing me to make 
uſe of Agreeableneſs in all things, who was 
her prime favourite, laid me under the obli- 

gation of forming this reply. Madam, I 
do aſſure you, there are ſeveral affairs ſo 
tedious and troubleſome in the execution, 


and which fill the undertaker with ſuch vio- 


lent diſguſts, that it will be an extreme hard 
point to find any room for Agreeableneſs. 

There are ſo many troubles and embarraſſ- 
ments, that crowd themielves in as cloſe ad- 
herents about what is good, that one is very 


frequently obliged to leave it quite undone. 


We even ſaffer, ſometimes, fo many pangs, 
ſo many diſcourage ments and perſecutions, 
that there is no heart ſo well fortified as to be 
able to refiſt them. At this time Temper- 
ance, who was near her perſon, aſſuming 


a ſhate in the diſcourſe, bade me take care, 


on all occaſions, to be mindfal of her ; and 
that ſhe would aid and aſſiſt me, with a vaſt 
deal of pleaſure and alacrity. Diſcretion 
told me, likewiſe, that, with- the flowers 


which ſhe held in her hand, I might come 


to the right taſte of every thing, provided [ 
would make uſe of Agreeableneſs to diſcern 


them, and chuſe thoſe which would be the - 


moſt proper and convenient; adding, that 
beſides all theſe means, I muſt have recourſe 
| 3 to 
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to Fortitude, a lady, who, by joining forces 
with them, would enable me to execute 
every good thing I undertook; and that 
God, on his part, would never abandon or 

deſert me. N „ 
Prudence, likewiſe, gave it me in charge 
to viſit a lady, a uſeful and ſpecial friend of 
- hers, who lodged in one of the chambers of 
her apartment, and was called Diſguiſement; 
and further ordered me, that after | had diſ- 
courſ.d with her I ſhould proceed on my 

way to Patience. | LE nx 
I went, accordingly, to the chamber of 
Diſguiſement, who is a lady of much reſer- 
vedneſs, and who has a great command over 
Herſelf. Her habit was compoſed. of two 
ſtuffs of different colours, but never above 
one of them appeared at one time, and then 
It covered the other entirely from ſight. Fer- 
vour told me, that the under-garment was a 
ſtuff of ineſtimable price; and that all thoſe 
who took no regard of Diſguiſement but 

from her exterior, would never fail of being 
deceived. It ſeemed to me, juſt at that 
zunEture, that it was a ſhrewd ſign of but 
little policy in the palace of the Science of 
Salvation, to ſuffer a thing to reſide there, 
that always appeared quite different from 
What it really was. Holy Feryour told me, 
| OE ] ought 
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I ought not to cheriſh that particular ill opi- 
nion, in open contradiction to the greateſt 
wiſdom; that, on the contrary, Diſguiſe- 
ment was highly neceflary to Prudence, and 
that ſhe was a perſon of extenſive know- 
| ledge, and, far from being a cheat and im- 
poſtor, as I falſely imagined her to be : Pru- 
dence itſelf required, that, upon certain oc- 
currences, one ſhould, by no means, make 
an exterior ſhew of what one interiorly felt, 
or thought. After the ſame manner as a man 
hides the defects of his body, by a garment; 
ſo may he likewiſe, ſometimes, conceal the 
ſentiments of his heart, by a ſerenity of 
countenance. By this method, which the 
perſon is to make uſe of for a good end, he 
may happily bring fome affairs to their pro- 


per period, which, otherwiſe, would never 


ſucceed. I was right glad to have learnt this 
admirable ſecret, and was reſolved to try the 
practice of it, when occaſion ſhould preſent ; 
and it was ſome pleaſure to me, that I now 
know how to anſwer thoſe, who 1mpru- 
dentiy take -upon them to aver, that Pru- 
| dence is downright timidity, and Diſguiſe- 
ment is perfect rreachery. 

This lady anſwered me, that I muſt either 
quite lay aſide my function, or elſe prepare 
to ſuffer. That! 1 ſhould ſee many things 

CO: 
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come to paſs, which I ſhould not be able to 
remedy, in ſpite of all the efforts that I 
could poſſibly uſe by way of prevention. 
For, added ſhe, the function of a Paſtor is 
a miniſtry entirely barren and deſolate, be- 
cauſe one ſcarce perceives the fruits of fo 


many pains and labours as one takes in it, 


and by the reaſon of the loſs one daily ſuſ- 
tains of the ſheep cf one's flock : ſo that it 
is utterly impraCticable to attempt to live in 


that way, without a vaſt ſtock of Patience. 


Over and above all this, ſhe told me, 1 
ought, in the firſt place, moſt eſpecially, to 
get a right ſet of notions concerning good 
and evil; and that to ſucceed and form a juſt 
judgment thereupon, I ought never to loſe 
Prudence out of my ſight, and never forget 
to make uſe of Agreeableneſs. I told him, 
that ignorance and follies were fo great and 


numerous in the world, and the Paſtors, 


ſometimes, ſo wearied out with labour, in 
combating with one unhappy woman, whoſe 
name is Stupidity, and another, who is called 
Tepidity, or Sloth; to which might be ad- 
ded a third wretch, who prevailed very much 
by their means, called Libertiniſm ; that it 
was difficult to find courage enough to ſup- 
pore one's ſelf againſt ſuch general evils. 
reupon Diſguiſement {aid to me, It is 
. | neceflary 
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neceſſary for you to go and viſit Patience ; 


ſhe will encourage you, and without her 
help I can be of no ſervice at all to you, 


— 
— 
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VISION R. 
De Paſtor goes to ſee Patience. 


© AT my going out of the apartment of 
Diſguiſement, Clearſightedneſs led me thro? - 
long alleys planted with trees, and we walked 
along over a parterre bordered with flowers, 
and the fountains on each fide, and the trees 
full of birds, rendered the place the moft 
charming in the world. We paſſed from g 
this garden into another, where we found a 
man, who was walking with a woman, that 1 
appeared to me to be of a briſk and reſolute 
ſpirit. I deſired to be informed of the names 
of thoſe perſons, and was told that the man's 
name was Conſtaney, and the woman's name 
Reſolution. 1 | 
hoſe, who bore me company, ſignified 
to them, that I deſired to ſpeak with Pati- 
ence. Their anſwer was, that they were 
not the porters of the houſe; that they were, 
| indeed, 
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zndeed, retained in the ſervice of Patience, 
but that the buſineſs of their ſtation was of a 
higher nature, which conſiſted in executing 
all that Patience ſhould command; they bade 
us move further onwards, and go into ano- 
ther garden, where we ſhould meet with 
thoſe, who would give us our. anſwer. We 
were no ſooner got into this' other garden, 
when we ſaw a good lady, that appeared to 
us very ſorrowful, and her name was Af- 
fliction. She was taken up in converſation 
with a moſt prudent man; who endeavoured 
to comfort her, and his name was Courage. 
The moment they were informed that we 
deſired to ſpeak with Patience, and that I 
was a Paſtor, who came from afar, on pur- 
poſe to communicate to her ſomething very 

material, they told us, that we had nothing 

to do but to follow them, and they would 
bring us to her preſence. 

They made us enter into a vaſt apartment, 
conducting us through long galleries into a 
beautiful and holy chapel, where the day- 
light did not break in, in great abundance. 
We ſaw, at the door of the chapel, a moſt 
noble lady, who ſeemed to ” endowed with 
much virtue and vigour; by the prudent. 
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a 6 counſels which ſhe adminiſtered to al thoſe 
8 who came into and went out of that holy 
M | | place, 


place, ſhe encouraged them after ſo won- 
derful a manner, that ſhe rendered their 

hearts firm and unſhaken in good purpoſes. 
Clearſightedneſs told me, that this lady was 
ſtiled Longanimity. | aſked her, if the did 
not eb ſhe told me, no; and 
that it was Patience, whom the generally 
ſerved-; and that it was the principal part of 
her function to open and enlarge the hearts 
of all thoſe who had buſineſs with her 

miſtreſs. . „ 
We went, afterwards, into another cha- 
pel all ſhining with hallowed light, where 
the altar-piece was an admirable ſtructure, 
decorated and adorned with portraits, per- 
formed by the moſt excellent painters, repre- 
ſenting all the myſteries of the Paſſion of 
our Lord. In the midſt of the altar there 
was.a crucifix, from whence flowed down 
the moſt precious blood. On the two ſides 
were the Holy Virgin, and the beloved 
Diſciple, quite penetrated with grief, and 
ſeraphims at the foot of the croſs, pour- 
ing forth celeſtial tears. The chapel was 
likewiſe all ornamentally covered with pic- 
tures, where we ſaw the heroic actions of 
the Martyrs, of the Confeffors, and Virgins, 
who had ſuffered for the love of God. 
| : Among 
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Among others, the hiſtory of Job» was repre 
ſented at full length. 
After having Suan de that aide, fo 
holy, and ſo devout, I deſired to know of 
Fervour and Holy Deſire, where Patience 
was ? Behold it there, anſwered Clear- 
ſightedneſs to me. There it is faſtened to 
that croſs, pointing, with his finger, to the 
image of our Redeemer. Theſe words 
touched me fo ſtrongly, that, proſtrating 
myſelf on the earth I ſaid O Saviour 
* of our ſouls! amiable and moſt patient 
6 2 who is he that can complain of 
* his pains, when he is beholding yours | 
& where is he that ſuffers ſo much ſorrow 
% as you! and what imports it, what the 
wicked ſuffer ! but that thou, my God, 
* who art infinitely good, and innocence 
« itſelf, ſhouldſt be overwhelmed in a ſea of 
66 forrows and troubles | what honour is 
now worth ſeeking after in this world! 
% and rather is not chriſtian affliction the 
„only honour to be ſought after, | having 
e thus ſeen you lifted on the croſs, and 
& loaded with confuſion | yes, my ſweet 
«© Jeſus, ſufferings ſhall from henceforward 
make up all my joys, and contempts ſhall be 
* reckoned my deareſt ſatisfaCtions,” "la 
: al 
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faid: Clearſightedneſs to me, you ſee very 


plainly, Paſtor, that the Lord, who is fixed 


to the croſs for our ſins, is Patience itſelf; and 
that he would likewiſe graciouſly ſerve as a 
Pattern and example for you tocopy. Itis he 
that you muſt regard in all your croſſes and 


ſufferings; and it is to him that you ought to 


have recourſe, when your heart is beſieg- 


ed with ills, and pants in the extreme bitter- 


neſs of its anguiſh. But, as our Lord is 
willing, that, in this life, we ſhould make 
uſe of examples, compariſons, and figures, 
for our: aſſiſtance and inſtruction, 'till we 
be hold him face to face, do but turn yourſelf, 


and you will here ſee a holy lady, who 


repreſents Patience, and to her you may tell 
the reaſons that bring you hither. | 
J turned, and ſaw a beautiful creature, 
who had a wonderous ſweetneſs in her looks, 
and was placed upon her knees before the 
altar, regarding the image of the crucifix, 


with all the marks of tenderneſs and affec- 
tion. I approached her, and placing myſelf 


likewiſe on my knees, I ſaid to her, Moſt 
Holy lady, I am a Paſtor, who thought, 
'till this time, that I had myſelf undergone 


and ſuffered much: but now, when l be- 


hold what my Saviour has endured, I dare 


no longer ſay, that what I have ſuffered 2 


œ—————— ͤ — — —— — — 


be called any ſuffering at all. Meanwhile, 
as my miſeries are great, and my infirmities 
are many, 1 do beſeech you to tell me, after 
what manner I muſt ſupport my interior 
and exterior pains, which ſo frequently hang 
heavy upon me, and are apt to weigh down 
all my ſpirits? The holy lady, - anſwered 
me in theſe words: Preſent thyſelf, this 
inſtant, to thine and the whole world's di- 
vine Saviour, who has ſuffered ſo much 
for thee, and he will encourage thee to ſuffer, 
in thy turn, for him. But, ſaid 1 to her; 
Alas ! if you did but know what difficulties 
I find to ſtruggle with in the way to amend- 
ment! Support patiently thy own miſeries, 
ſaid ſhe to me, thou wilt find more fruit in 
enduring them, than by hearing all the ſuf- 
ferings that come upon thee from elſe-where. - 
If you can overcome at a good and lucky 
hour, enjoy the felicity, and rejoice in your 
triumph. And if you cannot, entertain, at 
leaſt, the deſire of overcoming. But! fall 
ſo eaſily by ſudden thoughts, and unguarded 
word, that it throws me into deſolation. 
She anſwered, that all the world fell; but 
that I ſhould take care to recover the fall, 
and riſe again, ſtill humbling myſelf when 
I ſhould be fallen. That which gives me 
che greateſt trouble of all, ſaid I to her again, 
EF | | 18, 
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is, that the wicked throw obſtacles in, to 
block up all the ways to amendment; and 
that there are people in the world, who poſh 
us on to iniquity, and may, in a manner. 
be ſaid to compel us to ſin. That has ever 
been, ſaid ſhe to me; but do you take ſtrict 
care to correct, as much as poſſibly you can, 
and leave the reſt to God, whoſe Divine 
Majeſty you muſt implore to ſupply all de- 
ficiencies. But I cannot help having a ſenſe 
of feeling, ſaid I to her, when I ſee myſelf 

perſecuted, and ſometimes moſt maliciouſl 
accuſed, without being culpable, and with- 
out knowing any cauſe that can be urged 
for ſo. hard a procedure, You, replied ſhe, 
ſcarce know what it is you ſay, if you think 
you are not culpable. If you ſin every day, 
ſo many times, ought you to make it a ſub- 
: ject of aſtoniſhment that you are perſecu- 
ted. But holy lady, faid | to her, they are 
not my ſins that make them murmur againſt 
me; no, it is becauſe I oppoſe them in the 

Joſs of my ſheep, and ſtrive to hinder m 
flock from falling. Do not regard, ſaid ſhe 
to me, the evil that any body does thee, but 
only the merit that thou wilt have by en- 
dur ing it. Receive their outrages with pati- 
ence, to ſatisfy and atone for thy ſins; and 
know, that, what will be imputed to them 
1 7 AS 
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as iniquity and fin, will become to thee an 
- pccaſion of infinite merit. That which 
afflicts me the moſt, ſaid I to her again, is, 
that the moſt odious, hateful, and terrible 
falſehoods are ſpoken of me, and levelled 
againſt my honour. Paſtor, if it he there 
you place your honour, it muſt be owned 
that you have but little. There is no other 
Honour that you have to protect and preſerve, 
but the honour of God, and of ſuffering 
for the love of him. What then ſhall | dd 
to correct the defects of ſouls that are under 
my charge? Employ, for that good. end, 
all the ſtudy, care and application, that you 
can; and if, after that, you find yourſelf 
unable to work a cure, it is ſufficient for you 
to mourn and lament your own inability. 
Look up to the Lord of all things, who 
defiring to remedy the univerſal infelicity of 
all mankind, leaves to each one the liberty 
of making uſe of the ſovereign remedy of 
his croſs, but yet without remedy to all, 
becauſe, notwithſtanding the divine ſuccour 
of his paſſion, ſo many people loſe them- 
ſelves daily in the world. In fine, this 
. ought to be the ſum of thy endeavours, to 
labour and inſtru, to counſel, and to ſuf- 
fer; and above all, to take ſpecial care of 
thy own amendment; living after this man- 

Ss ner, 


if PIER chan: not that 1 is 
— for thee. There is no ſecure 
road, unleſs it be that of the imitation of 
our Lord and his ſaints. They have all 
fuffered very much, and one cannot better 
imitate our Lord and Saviour, than by: ſub- 
fering with him. | 
"Paſtor go thy way in peace; - ite taks 
this truth along with thee, and engrave it 
well upon thy heart: it is is, that t is the 


greatiſt pegs tho of 1 this 1 not to an. 


— 


VISION: X 


The Pa ſtor goes to ſee Adee and. 
Penance, | 


AFTER having paid profound Aden 
to the Lord, who is Patience itſelf, of which, 
that which ſpoke to me was but the figure, 
went forth from the holy chapel with 
Clearſightedneſs, who aſked, if I would go 
and ſee the other virtues? I made anſwer, 
that the Science of Salvation had laid her 
commands upon ine to ſee them all. We 
immediately went into the path that led vs 


towards Mortification and Penance, who 


keep 
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keep their abode together. After having 
proceeded: on our way for fome time, we 
entered into a very thick wood, Which was 
called Abftraction, and it was ſituated on a 
riſing ground. We made our aſcent not 
without ſome pains and trouble, acroſs that 
wood, through a very rugged path called 
Difficulty, which brought us to the top of 
a mountain, from whence we beheld the 


palace of the Spirit of the World all diſ— 


coverd, plain, open, and confeſſed to ſight. 
At the firſt ſtep, which we made out of that 
wood, we ſaw a- great houſe, which ap- 


peared to be ſome large monaſtery, from 


whence a good woman iſſued forth, and 
running after ſome little boys and girls, who 
fled from her with all their might. That 
woman frequently called after them, and, 


at length, cried out as loud as ſhe could to 


them, to come back, or ſtop. The more 
ſhe called after them, the faſter they ran; 

but finding herſelf unable to overtake them, 
ſhe, at laſt, contented herſel f with barely 
threatening them, and telling them, they 
ſhould be ſure to repent their flight. I de- 
fired to know who that woman was, and 


who, the litle nimble rebels. Clearſighted- 


neſs gave me to underſtand, that her name 


was Auſlerity, who lived in the ſervice of a 


lady 
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that monaſtery, who had placed thoſe little 


ſpent, and wearied out with running, went 
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there made moſt bitter complaints, which 
reached the very heavens, ſaying, is it 


that theſe children ſhould ſtand in contingal 


them were called the Senjes : and the other, 
named the Paſſions, confederated and formed 


©. 


day the lived. There i is, continued ſhe, in 
the palace of the Spirit of the world, the 


97. 


lady of great conſideration, whole title was, 
ortification : and, ſhe was the ſuperior of 


ones in. the cuſtody of that woman to govern, 
and to tutor them; but that there were, not- 
withſtanding. perpetual quarrels and ani- 
moſities between them. Auſterity, quite 
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to ſeat herſelf down at the foot of a croſs, 
which ſtood in the middle of the plain ; and 


poſhble I ſhould not have one ſingle hour of 
content in the courſe of my whole life, and 


oppoſition. againſt me ? what account ſhall. 
I give of them to Mortification.?. I made 
my approaches, very regularly as I ought, 
towards this- afflicted woman, to learn of 
her who thoſe little children were, that 
gave her ſuch an infinite deal of perplexity 
and trouble. She told me that ſome of 
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themſelves into ſuch a troop of enemies, as 
made her forced to march, and counter- 
march, and found her hard exerciſe every 
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houſe of a profligate, abandoned woman, 
whom they call Libertiniſm,' to which they 
are ever gadding without intermiffion, in 
fpite of all the cares, and'endeavours that T 
can uſe, to reclaim them. That little per- 
verfe girl, ſaid ſhe to us, that you ſee there 


the foremoſt, has already ſtaid there for 
above four hours together, this very day, to 
entertain herſelf (as ſhe thinks it) with 
another unhappy, wretched woman, whoſe 
name is Murmur, I inquired the name of 
that little vixen, and was told, her name 
was Tongue; which, ſingly, is ſufficient, ſaid 
ſhe, to turn the world tapſy-turvy, though 
ſhe is hut ſuch a little ſerpent in appearance; 
and ſhe has two bewitched chits to her bro- 
thers which are called the Eyes, that per- 
petually tire me out of my life; and over 
whom I cannot maintain any tolerable mea- 
ſures of rule, and government I do all I 
can, but after all I can do, I find it utterly 
impraCticable to keep them within compaſs ; 
they do nothing but tranſgreſs, and leap over 
their bounds every moment; they do no- 
thing but labour to poiſon the ſoul with the 
ill air, which their libeitine journeys attract 
and draw from all quarters; ſo that I cannot 
he ſaid properly to live, but I die daily, and 
1 Fuße 


running away, among the reſt,” and one of 
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ſuffer a perpetual kind of martyrdom. This | 
wearied woman, being thus wholly incapable. 
to come up with the little libertines, cauſed 


two perſons to be called to her, whom ſhe 


ſent after them to force them back, the one 


calle:' Reformat;on, the other Severity; and 


theſe again were ſupported by a third aſſiſ- 
tant,, whoſe name was Exerciſe. Theſe 


with ſome ado did the buſineſs; they took 


them all priſoners, and brought them, with 


their hands bound behind them, into the 


Houſe of Mortification, where, immediately 
aſter the ir arrival, they were treated accord- 
ing to their deſerts. I went into that houſe, 
the porter whereof was of a pale, and worn- 


out viſage; I aſked who he was? for, 


his countenance he looked likely enough to 
be the huſband of Auſterity. Anſwer was 
made me, that I had gueſſed right; and he 
was, in reality, her huſband, and hie name 


was Holy Hatred. I was inwardly amazed 


to ſee, that in the palace of the Science of 


Salvation, there were perſons ſo ill featured 


and deformed, of which l could not refrain 


ſpeaking out my thoughts. Vou are miſ- 


taken, ſaid Clearſightedneſs to me; all this 


is neither bad nor ugly: on the contrary, 


thoſe who are acquainted with the qualities 
of that | good man, are likewiſe wel] ac- 
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quainted with his great merit, and know 
that he has no hatrœl to any body but him- 
ſelf, that there is no perſon more generous 
than he; for he would always overcome 
himſelf, and get the maſtery of his paſſions, 
notwithſtanding all the difficulties that he 
may encounter. Hence too, it is given to 
this man to Keep the keys'of the doors, that 
lay the way open to great virtues, to which 
there is no going but through his means. This 
is the man of whom our Lord ſpeaks in St. 
Luke, chap. 24, v. 26. F any one cometh 
to me, and doth not hate his own father, and 
Ais ewn mother, wife, children, brothers and 
ſiſters, and even his own ſoul, he cannot be my 
diſciple. This man is a faint, becauſe he has 
no hatred but for evil, in order the more 
ſecurely to bring himſelf to good. It is he 
that gives out the orders, and Auſterity 
_ executes them. It is between the hands of 
| _ theſe two married ſaints, whoſe courage is 
great and generous, that Mortification places 
all her affairs. To their conduct ſhe in- 
truſts her whole courſe of exerciſe, and from 
their ſteady management derives all the hopes 
of all the good that is done in the whole houſe. 

I found Mortification accompanied with 
ſeveral holy religious women, praiſing God, 
and living with her, like fo many Angels 
2: es od Soo | upon 
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upon earth, I aſked her, what was her 


ordinary employment? She anſwered me, 
that her employment was equal to that of a 
general of armies, who was, with a gene- 
roſity of courage, obliged to ſuſtain very 
rough battles, which were frequently yielded 
up at laſt to him by his enemies; and that 
it was her duty to conquer theni, or to com- 
bat them even to death. | 
I was ſurpriſed at this anſwer, and could 
not refrain telling her, that her profeſſion 
and ſex ſuited but ill to the rough trade of 
war. Know, ſaid ſhe to me, the war which 
one wages againſt one's ſelf, is ſuited to all 
ſexes and all profeſſions, although it be even 
more rough and more violent, than the moſt 
bloody war upon earth ; and that the crown 
of Glory appertains truly to him, who has 
learnt the ſecret of ſubduing his paſſions, 
and overcoming himſelf She told me ſoon 
_ afterwards, that from her apartment there 
was a paſſage to another, ſtill more retired, 
where Penitence reſided; and that from 
thence, we might proceed on further to the 
apartment of Prayer; that thoſe were the 
devout perſons who governed all in that great 
manſion, which was ſurrounded” by lofty 
walls, which were called the ProteQion of 
rei” Ro WE oe 
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God, and eſteemed the foundations of their 
ſecurity, 

. I then pad further in my way- to the 
apartment of Penitence, imagining to myſelf, 
that there could not be any thing to be met 
with there, but what would render my ſtay 
full of ſorrow and melancholy moinents. 
However, J was no ſooner entered, but I 
was in ſome meaſure undeceived, and found 
a certain joy riſing and ſpringing within me, 
which gave me perfectly to underſtand, that 
the virtues of this lady were of a wonderous 
value, becauſe, by only barely approaching 
her, I began immediately to taſte the ſweet- 
neſs of thoſe. conſolations, that for ever ac- 
company and dwell round her ſacred perſon. 
I was received there with endearing courteſy 
by a very agrecable lady, whom they called 
Foy, who was attended by another of a more 
reſerved and circumſpect behaviour, whoſe. 
name was Serjouſne';. 

They told me, tnat in this holy hows one 
never was allowed to go out without the 
other, and that, when Joy would ſtep a 

little beyond her bounds, Seriouſneſs would, 
that moment, make her call into her ener 
the remembrance of ber dear, ſuffering 
Lord, whom Penitence honours and ſerves 
with ſincere and conſtant affe ion; and 2 
2 8 
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ſhe would afterwards ſhut herſelf up in a 
Tad and ſorrowful chamber, called, the cham- 
ber of Tears and Mourning, from whence 
ſhe never failed of coming out with repeated 
cheerfulneſs, and recovered content and ſa- 
tis faction. 

At length J entered where Penitence Was, 
that heroic and ſublime virtue, who received 
me with a cheerful and ſprightly counte- 
nance, teſtifying a great deal of affection 
towards me. As [ ſaw nothing but joy and 

content ſmiling and reigning in her looks, 
| (fo far was ſhe from appearing that diſmal, 
rueful, and melancholy creature, as 1 had 
painted her to myſelf and my imagination) 
I could not help aſking her, if it was ſhe 
who was really Penitence? Friend, ſaid ſhe 
to me, I perceive. plainly enough "that you 
do not know me. If you wonder to fee me 
joyous, know, that I have great reaſon ſo 
to be, becauſe it is he alone who ſuffers for 
God, that can have the true taſte of ſatiſ- 
faction, and the genuine and full reliſh of 
content. 

In like manner, he who raiſes in himſelf 
a falſe and forced kind of mirth without 
God, can never be otherwiſe than extremely 
unhappy: his ſufferings are real ſufferings, 
his ſorrows are emphatically fo called jnaeed. 
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Pains are the ſources of inexpreſſible plea- 
ſures, when we chearfully undergo them 
for him, who voluntarily ſuffered ſo much 
for us. Dear friend, continued ſhe, with 
one comprehenſive ſaying, in this houſe all 


is joy, becauſe in this houſe all is the lov 7 


of God. 

It is moſt certain, that profound peace and 
tranquillity reigned throughout all this happy 
manſion. They carried us through all and 
every part, and never. ſurely, was any place 


ſeen more agreeable than this; ſuch an uni- 


verſal face of conſolation, ſuch a pleaſing 
union, ſuch a ſweet and focial conformay 
ſubſiſted between the friendly and befriended 
perſons that live tliere; and al this with ſuch 
a ſilence, ſuch a quiet and repoſe, which 


charmed os, and what words are not ſuffici- 


ent to expreſs. I deſired to be informed what 
ſuſtenance thoſe holy perſons had taken for 
ſome preceding days? Abſtinence, who was 


the procuratrix of that houſe, a woman of 
good health, found, ſtrong, of a freſh and 
ſanguine complexion, told me that they had 


lived upon ſome herbs, with a little bread 
and water, and found themſelves every jot 
as well ſatisfied,” as if they had feaſted upon 
the moſt delicate morſels that the whole earth 


is able to afford. ee doings! poor 


Uuving! 
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living! iced ſorry diet indeed, ſaid I 
at that time ſecretly. within myſeif. 
Abſtinence. left me, to go and ſpeak a 


word or two in the ear of the Superior, to 
whom the whiſpered, that it was time to re- 


ſume the holy eperciſes ; and that ſhe would 
go her rounds, and give all the others pro- 


per notice. Penitence always e and 

ure at the 
propoſal, ſaid, You know, my ſiſters, chat 
Abſtinence now calls upon us to leave off all 


further converſation for the preſent, and to 
betake ourſelves to holy occupations. J de- 


fared to know if it was the province or buſi- 


neſs of Abſtinence to intermeddle with any 
thing 'befides food, and the regulation of 


their meals ? Penitence anſwered me at once, 


that ſhe had a hand in every thing, and did 


her part much better, in making them ab- 


Nain from talking and other diverſions, than 


when ſhe made them abſtain from eating and 
drinking; becauſe, ſaid ſhe, it is a much 
greater evil to the ſoul to talk too much, and 


to recreate. itſelf too much, than it is to the 


body to eat and drink. When we went out 


of chat hallowed place we found ſome regret, 
ſome painful ſtruggles in leaving it; far, it 


Had been no ſmall ſubjeft of joy and tranſport 
to ſee ourſelves amongſt ſuch holy ſouls. 
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| The Paſtor vifes Prayer. 


WE went to pay a viſit, to Prayer, who 
had likewiſe her quarters aprt, although ſhe 
is almoſt always in company with Penitence. 

They catried us along an alley of trees, 
which led di: ectly to fie apartment where 
me reſided; but, as all there was. ſhut up 
Faſt and cloſe, we were obliged to knock at 
the door, «hich was that minute opened to 
us by a venerable ancient, who, when he 
Jaw us, put his finger on his mouth, by wa 
of ſignal to us to make no noiſe. I aſkec 
Him who he was? I am, faid he to me, Si. 
tence. Hos comes it that you ſpeak then, 
faid I to him again, if you are, as you ſay, 
Silence? Silence, replied he, is not quite 
mute and dumb; but he only ſpeaks and de- 
Lvers preciſely that which is abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary. I aſked him who reſided in that 
apartment? he ſaid, Prayer. And what may 
this Prayer be? ſaid I to him. It is none of 
my buſineſs to teach you that, replied he. 
It is xerciſe that muſt do it. 

Here Silence went to call ſomebody by the 

ſound of a bell, to come and ſpeak to us. 
5 | 5 „ After 


her proſirats on the earth. 


| 8 . 

After a ſhort ſtay there came to us a religious 
woman, to „ hom we ſignified our deſire to 
ſpeak with the ſuperior. She went directly 
to acquaint her with it, and, at her return 


told us, ſhe was buſy; but, if we would 
have the patience to wait till ſhe could ſpeak 


with us. She prayed us, in the meanwhile, 
to entertain ourſelves with ſeeing the houſe 


and all the curioſities, and rarities that were 


in it. 


the leaſt noiſe we could; we ſaw, in divers 


- 


places, ſeveral religious, who offered up 


their prayers io God with abundance of fer- 
your, vhile others, buſily employed about 
ſome. good exerciſes, that they had been en- 


Joined co perform. I admired, that, what- 
ſoever they were acting, they ſtill accom- 


Pani«d their action with hearty prayer; and 
that too was attended with a wonderful clear: 


neſs, called th- Preſence of God, 


I diſcovered, at a little diſtance from me, 


| a holy religious, who ſeemed to ſuffer ex- 


tremely, and for whom | felt ſuch a degree 


of compaſſion as melted my heart within me, 


ſhe appeared to be barbarouſly and inhu- 


manly treated by huge black giants, who 


gave her ſuch mighty blows, that I thought 
the leaſt of them all ſufficient to have laid 


We went through all the lodgings, making 


omen 
wary 
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| We ſaw | in the middle of. ths, an d 
hag, the very picture of diabolical malice 
and impiety, who encouraged and egged 
them on, who gnawing her lips with fury, 
and drawing her horrid mouth awry, with 
hideous forms of indignation, cried out 
aloud, firike, flrike ; thus urging them to the 
ſmitings and the ſtripes they gave. That 
poor religious woman only ſighed, and ſuf- 
fered all that weight of woe, without ſo 
much as once uttering a ſingle ſyllable of 
complaint; I had a great mind to go up and 
endeavour to reſcue her. But Clearſighi- 
edneſs, who was aporiſed of my deſign, 
Jaid. to me, Paſtor, how ſtrangely do you 

ew your ignorance, Well, go up, how- 


ever, ſince you have ſuch a mind for it, try 


to touch thoſe ſeeming gigantic forms, and 
you will ſoon find what they are, 

I advanced accordingly, and obſerved, 
that, in proportion as 1 approached, thoſe 
- monſters vaniſhed and diſappeared ; 55 that, 
by that time I had gotten a few eps for- 


ward, I found the whole an imaginary ſcene, 


and nothing more than a falſe appearance, 


and that they were the over-grown children 
of diſturbed fancy ; they were ſhadows withs-.. 


'out bodies. I found then that there was no- 
thing * at Jaſt, but the religious woman 


herſelf, 85 
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herſelf, who was not only all alone, but ap- 
peared to be ſo far from being diſturbed, that 
ſhe looked as contented and joyſul in the 
face as an angel. I aſked, under ſome ſur- 
prize, who received all thoſe blows and who 


Have, them, ſince the religious woman was 


o angelically cheerful and was really all 


alone? I was then informed, that this lady 


was a very devout and, heroic lady, who, 
was called Re/i/iance, and received a x thoſe 
blows without being the leaſt offended. _ 
I begged of Clearſightedneſs to tell me. 
how. all this was performed, and who were. 
thoſe ſhadows and phantoms that vaniſhed; 


ſo. ſwift away? Thoſe phantoms, ſaid Clear- 


ſightedneſs, are rejected or reſiſted thoughts; 


and the old woman, who raiſes and animates 
them, is named Diſtraction, the daughter of 


1 


another that has but a ſmall ſtock of WII 


dom, and is called Levity : but, as that good 


lady inieriorly reſiſted and rejected all thoſe 


phantoms, placing the whole truſt and confi - 
dence of her heart in God, they rather aug- 


mented than extenuated 43 merit, and did 


her more good than harm. It is of that 
other poor lady, continued Clearſightedneſs, : 
that you ought. to take the moſt pity and 


compaſſion, ſhewing me another religious 


woman, out of whoſe heart ſeemed to ariſe 
little 
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little ones; but they were ſo very little, that 


even with the help Clearſightedneſs gave 


me, they were ſcarce diſcernible. This 


put me upon enquiring the reaſon, for what 


ſhe ſuffered appeared to me to be juſt no- 
thing, in compariſon of that which I had 
ſeen happen to the other. She anſwered, 


that thoſe: atoms were called Cares, which 


firſt iſſued forth from, and afterwards en- 
tered the heart of that religious; and that, 
as little as they were, they cauſed more 
harm within, than the giants could do with- 
out. Thoſe Cares and Solicitudes, ſaid 
Clearſightedneſs to me, are not engendered. 
in the imagination as thoughts are, Cares 
attach themſelves to the foul, and adhere 
cloſely to the heart; and, by that means, 
are apt to excite a world of diſturbance in 

the time of prayer. Mean time ſhe, who 
is applying Herſelf to her prayers with fixed 


attention, and who yields no aſſent to the 


Cares and Solicitudes that attack her mind, 
receives no damage or injury from them; 
though they may, from time to time, riſe 
up within her, to exerciſe and prove her 
virtue, they have no -power upon her will, 
and are unable to lay her affections under 


contribution. | 


'1 ſaw, on another ſide, a good religious 
925 123 ok 
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on her bended knees, who held her eyes de- 
clining towards the ground, ſweating be- 
neath a heavy load of toils and troubles, 
that ſeemed to ſit very heavy on her heart: 

I over- heard her ſay ing: It is a terrible and 
vexatious circumſtance, that one cannot 

c have any earthly thing to one's ſelf in this 

© houſez no, not even things that are in 

* themſelves allowable and good.” Imme- 
diately ſhe gave herſelf her own anſwer in 
theſe words : It 1s good, however, to diſen- 
gage our affeQtions, becauſe obedience and 
poverty ſhould, of right, be preferred to all 
things; for, without them, nothing. can be 
good. But then, argued the with herſelf 
again, what harm wonld that book do me. 
To this new-ftarted argument a beautitul 
 felf-correQtion ſucceeded ; and reprehending 
: herſelf that minute, ſhe then ſolved that dif- 
ficulty, ſaying, Yet it muſt needs do me 
harm, becauſe I was ſo filled with diſtur- 

| bance and reſentment, at my being deprived 

of it. Poverty (added ſhe, with a charm- 
ing ſimplicity and innocence of word and 
thought) has done mighty well in having it 
wreſted from me; and taught me to be dif- 
engaged from my own poſitive will in this 
point: and Obedience bas been ſtill my bet- 
, ter friend, in having brought me at length, 
fully to conſent to it. | 


H2 I defired 


| 112 | 
I defired to kney of Clearſightedneſs, if 
the could, and would tell me plainly what 
the meaning of that Religious was? She an- 
ſwered me, Know, Paſtor, that nothing is 
hidden to me, becauſe I carry with me the 
Light of Heaven. Thatgood Religious was 
ſolicited by a proud woman called Property, 
| who was always intermeddling with a great 
1 many things, and who would deſtroy and 
'Y murder perſons with trifles, when they would 
+ be fo far amuſed as to believe her. It ſeems. 
that ſhe had given her a book, and very 
holy; but, becauſe ſhe deſired to appropri- 
ate and keep it to herſelf, as that woman 
\ adviſed, Prayer getting cognizance of it, 
ſhe ordered Poverty to be taken from her; 
and at the ſame time, Obedience judging 
that this was intirely againſt the rule, to 
have a diſtin property in any thing, ſhe 
ſent a little angel, very reſolute and deter- 
mined, whom ſhe called Dijengagement, 
who took that book from her, for which ſhe 
had been afflicted for ſome time; and now, 
that, though the poor girl is at her prayers, 
the inferior part of her ſoul having under- 
ö gone a very ſenſible ſhare of pain, while ſhe 
1 Jaboured and ſtruggled under that mortifica- 
[ tion, the ſeverity of the trial made her break 
1 out into complaints from time to time. or 
; 5 then 
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then aided again, and aſſiſted by 8 and 


enlightened in the ſuperior part of her ſoul 
by Sovereign Reaſon, ſhe reprehends herſelf, 

and blames that inordinate attachment, which 
ſhe had to that book, Hence it comes, that 
theſe pains aggrieve her a little at times, but 
they ſoon paſs away. 

Though thoughts themſelves are often 
thus monſtrous and terrible, continued Clear. 
ſightedneſs; yet theſe ſolicitous and anxious 
Cares are greater enemies to interior peace, 
becauſe aſſembling themſelves together, and 
hovering and fluttering about the heart, 
_ which they beſiege, they are very trouble- 


ſome, and even tormenting, while they re- 
main unſatisfied: but then again, they bring 


a vaſt increaſe of merit to thoſe perſons, who 
bravely reſiſt, and reſolutely reje& them. 
On the contrary, they are unſpeakably pre- 
judicial, when the perſon tempted gives his 


conſent to them, or ſuffers his heart to dwell 


vpon them. That Property is, at preſent a 


malady, which is termed by the ſpiritual 
phyſicians, a myſtic aiforderly affeftion, that 


engenders ſelf-will ; which, in light and tri- 


vial matters, as well as in matters of weight 
and moment, is always repugnant to the Di- 
vine Will, O God! criedT to myſelt, what 
aritical delicacy is he's | what! and is that 


then, 


N. 
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then, which is in itſelf good and allowable; 
found likewiſe to be ſubje& and liable to cen- 
ſure; and muſt one always be upon one's 
guard againſt ſuch trifles? Immediately 
Clearſightedneſs, Fervour, and Holy De- 
fire, jo.ned in reprimanding me; and Clear- 
ſightedneſs continuing the diſcourſe, ſaid to 
me ; Knqw, Paſtor, that in Prayer there is 
nothing little: for, as that which one eſteems 
great in the world is always little, always 
vile in the eyes of God; ſo, in Prayer the 


leaſt things are always great, becauſe they 


are always from God. A pin deſired as a 


property, is a poiſon in the heart; and again, 
although that be not ſufficient. to make us 
loſe grace, one loſes, however, by it the 


increaſe and augmentation of grace. If 


theſe things, O Paſtor, are not yet known 


to you, you have not fully contemplated the 
Science of Salvation; you have not rightly 
ſeen her, face to face, . 

Clearſightedneſs led us, afterwards, to a 
little dormitory adorned all round with images, 


where I heard ſome young women 2 1 


forth tender ſighs, and ſaying; O Jeſus! 
my God! who would not love you! who 
would not ſerve you! I deſired to know what 
ſort of a place that was? She anſwered, You 
ſhall ſee it preſently. She then opened a 

5 : door, ; 


ö 


door, which afforded us the ſight of a moſt 
wiſe lady, who had a very refined and ſpiri- 
tual countenance. Upon enquiring, I was 
informed, that her name was Meditation; 
and that ſhe was miſtreſs of the novices in 
the houſe of Prayer. She held in her hands 
the images which repreſented; the paſſion of 
our Lord, and theſe ſhe diſtributed to her 
novices, whom they call by the names of 
Afections, Sighs, and Senttments, The mo- 
ment they perceived us, they caſt their eyes 
upon Fervour, who was of our company, 
42 to whom they gave a thouſand careſſes: and 
ine, on her part, took a vaſt deal of plea- 
ä ſure in ſeeing, and embracing them. The 
miſtreſs gave herſelf a good deal of trouble, 
| in often correcting the Affections and the 
| Sighs, bidding them hold their tongues; and 
I made it my remark, that ſhe never ſpoke 
a word to the Sentimente. 
his procedure ſurpriſing me, I aſked her, 
18 why ſhe chid thoſe liitle Seraphims, ſince 
> FF they praiſed God, and inflamed and aug- 
mented the charity of thoſe that, heard them. 
_ Paſtor, ſaid ſhe to me, although Charity 
: flames, and augments in thoſe who hear 
them, it frequently happens, that it grows 
cold in thoſe that ſpeak. And to the end 
N that the Sentiments may increaſe, it is 
| EO. found 
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the ſparks ſhould burn inwardly. By that 
means, being cloſe ſhut up and ſecure, they 
preſerve themſelves with laſting and ſenſible 


. — — — 
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ws: * 


i per for the Affections to be ſilent 
their peace; for it is neceſſary that 


ardor; and ſo, free and deliver the Senti- 
ments from a cruel enemy, which they call 
Aridity or Dryneſs. For what belongs to the 
Sentiments I do not intermeddle nor endea- 


vour to moderate them, becauſe it is God 
that gives them: but the Aﬀe@tons, when 


they make the interior known, ought- to be 


corrected. I vow to you, that this doctrine 
pleaſes me very much; and I eſteem all 
thoſe extremely happy, who have ſpiritual 


fathers to inſtru@ them in it. | 
We went, at length, to ſpeak with the 
Superior, whoſe name was mental Prayer. 


Her we found in the choir, fixing her eyes 
on the image of our Lady, who held her 


beloved Son- in her arms. That illuſtrious 
virtue was habited in a poor ſtuff, which 


very much denotes her diſengagement from 


earthly things. There iſſued out of her 
garment a ſweet odour, as if it had been 


. perfumed by the penetrating dew of Hea- 


ven. They told me, that this odoriferous 
habit is called Vnction. She was ſo totally 
recollected within herſelf, that the . 

1 . who 
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f who conducted us, called her ſeveral times, 

t without being able to get one word from 

y her: ſeeing, therefore, that ſhe anſwered 

4 not; ſhe was pleaſed juſt to lift up the bor- 

5 der of her garment, ſaying; Take heed, 

1 Paſtor, you will from hence learn enough. 

4 We ſaw that ſhe was in that kneeling poſture, 

3 wikh,her feet naked, and that ſhe had ſcarce 

1 -touThed the earth. And although that habit 

« juſt covered her ſacred perſon, ſhe was ſto _., 

. poor (excepting the Unction of God) tbat 

- one may juſtly affirm her to be deprived of 

1 all human ſuccour. : 3 h 

1 The Religious ſaid to me again, If you 

t will be the diſciple of that holy lady, and | 

1 place yourſelf in her train, you muſt endea- 1 

vour to imitate her. See how paſſionately ii 

i fond ſhe is of that dear Son of God, and 1 

5 how great her reſpeQs are for his moſt holy 1 

: Mother. Scarce, as you ſee, does ſhe touch i 

N the earth: all her deſires are above, all her ; 

: Joys are in heaven. She is entirely diſen- þ 

4 gaged from all the tranſitory affections here 

1 beſow; ſhe is naked, and diveſted of all i 

; human property; ſhe leaves that which is I 

1 temporal, and wholly fixes upon that which 1 
1s eternal, N , 1 
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VISION x 


Obedience. 


THE entertainment and diſcourſe of this 
good Religious charmed us all: but Clear- 
ſightedneſs preſſing us to retire, obliged us 
to take our leave. As I was endeavouring 
to inform myſelf, if there was any thing fur- 
ther to be ſeen in that great palace of the 
Science of Salvation; one aſked me, If I 
would go and ſee Humility and Obedience? 
I anſwered, that it would be a great pleaſure 
to me to be introduced to them. Clear- 
ſightedneſs conducted us thither by a little 
covered way; in going along which it was 
neceſſary to incline the head, and bend the 
body. After having gone a good length ok 
the way in this manner, we came to the 
| door of their apartment, where we found a 4 
ö Religious, whom they called Abnegation, or 
| Self-demial ; and ſhe received us with a great 
deal of goodneſs. They told me, this was 
the perſon, ' who had the care of the quarter 
of Holy Humility, and likewiſe that of Obe- 
dience, committed to her charge; and that 
no- body entered either of theſe places with- 
e da 
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out her permiſſion. Meanwhile ſhe gave us 
a kind invitation to come in; and, upon our 
entering, our ſmelling- faculty was feaſted 
with an odour or perfume perfectly celeſtial, 
I there fourd a Religious with her feet naked, 


. kneeling before a crucifix, fixed, as it were 


to the place. She ſeemed like ſome enchanted 


corpſe, ſhe was ſo entirely motionleſs, and 
| ſhewed not the leaſt ſign of life. I was im- 


mediately told, that another ſpirit, beſides 


her own, lived in her. Her body weighed 
next to nothing, and the leaſt breath of air 
appeared capable of elevating it from the 


earth. I deſired Clearſightedneſs, to let me 
into the reaſon of it. She told me, that 
this Religious, who was Holy Humility, had 


always a ſpecial care to annihilate herſelf; 
and that ſhe had ſo well ſucceeded therein, 
that ſhe had obtained the faculty of diſen- 


gaging herſelf from all Self-will, which is 


wont wonderfully to encumber the ſoul, and 


to hang a weight upon the mind: and that, 
as ſoon as the Divine Will found that hol 

body had evacuated every part of Self-will, 
the Divine Will entered into it, and ſo ani- 
mated, vivified and enlivened it, juſt as 
much as could be poſſibly conceived to be 
done to a piece of earth, by that means 


which is termed Transformation; This 


good 
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good Religious, by renouncing herſelf, has 
merited to obtain the great graces which you 
perceive in her, and muſt confeſs, are fo 
forcibly charming. O ſacred Humility, cried 
I to myſelf, when will the day come that I 
ſhail have the like courage, as you have to 

conquer yourſelf; and when ſhall I be bleſſed 
with conſtancy enough to copy you? I kiſſed, 
with mo? humble reverence, her feet, and 
then I paſſed on to the apartment of Obedi- 
ence. 

The ſame Religious, which is called Ab- 
negation or Self-denial, opened the door for 
us, We there found a lady very officious, 
prompt and vigilant, who read, and yet ap- 
peared extremely attentive to the movements 
of a watch which ſhe held in her hand. The 
moment ſhe ſaw us, ſhe aſked us, if we 
wanted or deſired any thing; appearing to 
be mighty ready to do us any good office 
whatever we could deſire at her hands. I 
| immediately remarked, it muſt be obvious 
| enough, at the firſt ſight, to every ſpectator, 
bl that this lady was Obedience. I obſerved 
ber narrowly, and found ſhe bore a great 
| reſemblance to Humility. I enquired if they 
ij were ſiſters? and Clearſightedneſs told me 
i they were, giving a good reaſon for their 
being alike: for that Humility was nothing 
| | elle. 
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elſe but interior Obedience, and Obedience, 


an exterior Humility. She added, that Hu- 
mility buſied itſelf about things interior, 


joining to them likewiſe. the practice of 
things exterior by the means ef Obedience; 
and that Obedience likewiſe had her ſhare in 
acting likewiſe within, but that the princi- 
pal part of her employment lay without. 


This made me ſay, that theſe two ſiſters 


much reſembled Mattha and Mary. Clear- 


ſightedneſs anſwered me, that the compari- | 
ſon was juſt enough, and, ſaid ſhe, Obedi- 


ence reſembles Martha, and Humility, Mary; 
and it is Humility and Obedience which 
unites theſe two ſiſters, and makes them al- 


ways to be found together. So likewiſe © 


theſe two virtues joined together produce a 
third, which is called Humble Reſignation; 
and was, in all degrees, moſt perfect. 


Il! detired to know what that book was 
which ſhe read fo attentively, and which 
treated concerning Obedience. I was given 


to underſtand it was the book of her rule, in 
which ſhe examined herſelf narrowly and 
exactly, that ſhe might not be wanting to 


the leaſt part of her duty. I made anſwer, 5 


that ſhe had choſen a very good looking- 
glaſs to adorn herſelf in: but that clock, 


een I, what does that import or ſig- 
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aify? Clearſightedneſs told me, that ſhe 
made uſe of that to divide and proportion 
out her hours, in order to pay a punctual 
obedience to the voice of the Lord in the 
different excrciſe of the houſe. I deſired to 
be informed, if thete was any thing more to 
be ſeen in that holy houſe? I ws anſwered, 
that there was nothing elſe but Poverty; but 
that I ſhould find nothing particular to ſee 
there, becauſe ſhe made it her conſtant care 
to have nothing worth finding, nothing de- 
ſirable about her. | © 

oy, who had always followed us ſince 
our firſt finding her with Penitence, came up 
to tell us, that Poverty was at hand, accom- 
panied by a Religious, whoſe name was De- 
licacy. Clearſightedneſs told me, that this 
ſame Holy Poverty had ſo much power in 
this great palace, that there was no place, 
but where ſhe might have free admittance. 
She goes her rounds there, ſaid ſhe to me, 
to examine hearts; ſhe viſits the interior of 
Humility, to ſee, if there lurk not ſome ſe- 
cret hankerings after property, behind. She 
paſſes on to Obedience, fearing leſt ſome 
particular ſpice of ſelf - affection ſhould be 
met with there: nor does ſhe ſpare even Pe- 
nitence herſelf in this viſitation, where ſhe 
takes ſpecial care, that there ſhovid noi be 
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|the leaſt grains of allowance for Self-will. 


In fine, all tne day long, ſh< dogs nothing 
elſe but purify, cleanſe-and remove; and 
D.hcacy ſtill bears her n whereſo- 


evet ſhe goes. 


Tbeſe iwo holy Religious came to us, juſt 
at the time, as I was enquiring what power 
Poverty had over the heart; and if it was 
not ſufficient for her to take down the tapeſ- 


tries, diſlodge the cabinets, remove the look- 
ing glaſſes, to ex pole the rich moveables to 
contempt, and unhouſe all the furniture that 


was ſuperfluous, reſerving, only, what is 
ſimply and abſolutely neceſſary. 


You ere butlittle acquainted with Poverty. | 


O Paſtor, ſaid Delicacy to me; a foul may 
very well be poor, as to the want of many 
moveables and material goods, which, ſtill 
being filled with ſtrong deſires of them, may 
ſill properly be ſaid to remain rich.  'Uhat 
Poverty, which you ſpeak of, is the right 
and direct road to arrive at this I memion; 


and js uſed as a means, but it is not preciſely 


neceſſary at the end. David was poor, and 


vet he was ſovereign Loid of ſeveral pro- 
vinces. The greateſt Poverty | is that of the 
Spirit, which conſiſts 1 in not poſſeſſing with _. 
affection, nor fixing one's deſires on any 


one of all the things that are created. A 
ſingle 
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ſingle pin, deſired with paſſionat > fondo G, 


is greater wealth, and does more miſchief, 


than a kingdom poſſeſſed and deſpiſed. Why 


then, ſaid I to her, Holy Delicacy, do you 
not ſuffer, that, in this houſe there ſhould 


be moveables of mighty price, fince you 


confeſs that one may poſſeſs them, and yet 


have a heart entirely diſengaged from them. 


It is better not to have them, replied the, 
becauſe it is a more aſſured method to guard 
and prote& that interior Poverty, to which 
we aſpire, Yeſterday, continued ſhe, I 
chanced to ſee two Religious, who, in din- 
ner time, were drinking at a fountain which 
is in our garden; (for here, Paſtor, there is 
no other refectory) the one had an earthen 
cup, out of which he was wont to drink; 
and the other uſed the hollow of his hand. 
I took the cup from him that had jt, and 


broke it in pieces; telling him that „ was 


ſuperfluous, ſince the other could make 4 
ſhift to drink well enough without a cup, 
The Religious, however, reſented a little the 
loſs of his cup. This obliged me to remon- 
ſtrate to him, that he had not only the cup 
in his hands, but likewiſe long before then, 
he had it in his heart. Paſtor, continued 
fhe, you, who are always amongſt movea- 
bles and riches, and who poſſeſs lands, and 
I Ee EY BO ES IOEOS receive 
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receive rents, take no more of them than 
= what is neceſſary for you. And have a ſpe- 
cial care, that you give no room to ſuper- 
fluities in your houſe: becauſe it is very 
eaſy, and, thereſore, much to be feared, 
that the moveables, which are placed upon 
your walls to adorn them, may ſlide inſenſi- 
bly, and ſteal themſelves into your heart and 
utterly deform it. 5 
Juſt as Delicacy was ſpeaking to me, ſhe 
turned her head, and fixed her eyes upon a 
Religious, who is called Obſervation, and ap- 
peared to me to have all the purity of an 
angel. I imagined, that Delicacy was going 
to be large in the praiſes of a perſon ſo per- 
fect and engaging; but, on the contrary» 
ſhe went to take a needle from her, which 
ſhe had heedleſsly ſtuck into the thread- 
bare ſleeve .of our poor habit; ſaying to 
her, what uſe does this needle ſerve for? 
That wiſe and prudent Girl, ſaid to her, 
with an air of reſigned humility, and con- 
deſcending ſatisfaction, Take it, my fifter 
hereupon, I could not help ſaying thus to 
her, O Holy Delicacy ! how could you find 
in your heart to ſpeak, in a chiding way, to 
that ſaint of a young woman ? how, in the 
name of heaven, could you do it, after all 
thoſe exquiſite fine qualities, with which ſhe 
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is endowed: and who, after this, can be 
pure in your ſight? She anſwered, ſaying, 
what groſs and earthly thoughts do you en- 
tertain? O Paſtor! endeavour to refine and 
ſpiritualize them a little more, if you have 
a mind that your flock ſhouid feed, and flou- 
riſh under your guidance and direction. We 
are not in this place labouring to make ſouls 


purely good, becauſe they are already ſo; 


but our care here, is to render thoſe who 


are already good, ſtill better. It is true, 


continued ſhe, that it would be only loſt 


time-in the palace of the Spirit of the World, 
to pretend to corre ſuch things there, or 
to aim at ſo ſti a reformation ; but, in 


this place, I take care, that it ſhould be our 
daily ag That needle, Paſtor, which 


ſticks to the habit, may be able to wound 
the body, and paſs from thence into the ſoul. 
That needle ought to be locked up in the 


wardrobe, where one may go and find it 


when occaſion calls, But, by this means, 
ſaid I to her, you baniſh Providence from 
this houſe, which is ſo much commended, 
and ſo much in vogue through all the world, 


that the majority of people boaſt it as a wiſe 


principle of their profeſſion, to provide and 
arm themſelves againſt all events. Paſtor, 


replied ſhe, the Providence gf this houſe 


conſiſts 
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eonſiſts in deſpiſing that kind of Providence 
which you deſcribe; and we confide in ano- 
ther ſpecies of Providence, of a much more 
high and elevated nature. If that Religious 
ſhould know no want of any thing, ſhe 
would not be poor; and one cannot truly and 
properly call any body poor, but that perſon 
to whom there is ſomething wanting that is 
neceſſary. When that religious ſhall ſtand 
in need of the needle, it is proper that ſhe 
ſhould have ſubmiſſion enough to aſk for it, 
and it ſhould coſt her ſome little pains and 
trouble, to go and ſeek it in the wardrobe. 
Poverty was preſent at all theſe ſpeeches, 
Who ſtood ſmiling by, and uttered not a ſyl- 
lable, leaving all the diſcourſe to Delicacy. 
But how comes it, ſaid I, that the miſtreſs 
| ſhould ſay nothing, and the diſciple be al- 
ways talking? Clearſightedneſs made an- 
Twer, that Poverty ſecretly ordered all that 
Delicacy performed: and that it was Deli- 
cacy, who made it her buſineſs to anſwer 
thoſe that complained of Poverty, who is 2 
Holy dame, entertained and cheriſhed but by 
a very few perſons, and extremely perſecuted 
in the world. Certainly, ſaid I to her, it is 
a crime againſt nature's ſelf, to perſecute 
her, becauſe it appears to me that ſhe is a 
woman of perfect innocence and ſtrict vir- 
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tue. It is true, ſaid Clearſightedneſs, but 
as ſhe rever beftows any thing on the peo- 
ple of the world, who are always covetous, 
and for ever gaping after gain; nay, is al- 
ways taking ſomething or other from them, 
It can yield no ſubject of aftoniſhment, that 
they ſhould wiſh her ſo ill as they do. Vet 
people of probity affect her wonderfully 
knowing perfectly well, that ſhe takes no- 
thing from them, but that which would turn 


to their prejudice; and in its room ſhe ſubſti- 


tutes holy Foy, ſhe enfranchiſes them and 
enriches them, with the true liberty of the 
children of God. | 


We paſſed next through a long gallery, 


where we ſaw inſcribed in large characters 


over the door, THE INFIRMARY. This 
moved our curioſity. to go into it. I muſt 
proteſt, I never ſaw a place more conveni- 
ently contrived, ſo properly laid out, or ſo 
neatly kept as that is. We found there two 


Hick patients, who were called Youth and Old 


Age; and theſe were attended by two vir- 
gins very officious and mild of nature, whoſe 
names were Alms and Charity, I ſtood 
amazed at the great propriety of all their 
managemert, and at the vaſt care that thoſe 
two holy maids took of thoſe two patients. 
After having pauſed a little, and made ſome 

| reflexion: 


129 
reflexion: How ! ſaid I, does Charity work 
and aſſiſt the fick? I ever thought that all 


her employment was to inflame her heart 
with prayer. That Charity which you 


| ſpeak of, ſaid Clearſightedneſs, is the Cha- 


rity which has God for its object, the queen 
and mother of the virtues, which perfects 
them all, and gives them their ſtandard and 
ſterling value: you will fee her in another 
place further on. This is her daughter, 
whom they call Charity towards the neighbour. 
which tends as well upon perſons that enjoy 


their health, as upon thoſe who are deprived 


of that benefit. But, as to Alms, ſaid J, 
what buſineſs can ſhe have here? What can 
ſhe have to beg for in a houſe that is ſo poor 
and.indigent? Again you are miſtaken, you 


do not under ſtand this right neither, replied 


to me, Clearſightedneſs; Alms never begs, 
ſhe is always giving, and yet has always. 
wherewtthal to give. Or, ſhould it chance 


that any thing be ever wanting to her, Cha- 


rity in that inſtant of time takes wing, and 
flies to ſeek it; ſhe beſtows ſpiritual as well 
as temporal benefits, ſhe gives, even to the 
giving of herſelf away. Into her hands that 
Poverty delivers all that ſhe amaſſes together 
out of the ſpoils, which ſhe takes from thoſe 


who Pretend to 2 propriety of their poſſeſ- 


41 ſions. 
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ſions. Here J obſerved to her, that this 


charming maid very nearly reſembled ano- 
ther. whom they call Liberality, and who 


' lodges in the apartment of Prudence. This 


Charity, replied Clearſightedneſs, giving us 
the word to retire, we departed from thoſe 
ſpiritual quarters. 5 


: Fa 


VISION XII. 


_ Chaſtity. 


| The Paſtor goes to _ 0 1 Holy 


AS I could not well be wearied with the 
wonders, which they ſnewed me in that cu- 
rious palace, I teſtified to Clearſightedneſs 
the hearty deſire 1 had of ſeeing the houſe. 
of Holy Chaſtity, becauſe the Science of 
Salvation recommended it to me not to fail 
in it, and enjoined me to inquire after a holy 


lady, whom they call Reſervedneſs, who 
would go with me, as a ſafeguard, into the 


palace of the Spirit of the World, Clear- 


ſightedneſs conducted us through a little 
wood, that grew by the way. When we 


got to a htile retired eminence, I ſtopt there. 
to taſte the ſweetneſs of the air, which 
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breathed agreeably refreſhing and fragrant. 
We then arrived to gardens, that, with their 
party- coloured beds of flowers, allured the 
eye. There we diſcovered a poor houſe, 
that made but an indifferent figure, and a 
church, that carried with it a better appear- 
ance, being pretty well accommodated. All 1 
was proper and neat about it, every thing 1 
extremely decent, and yet not any thing but ; 
what was direQly Hear! ve We ſaw there, Þ 
in the outward apartment upon the turrets, a 
venerable dame, who ſhewed a perfect ſim- 
plicity in her dreſs, having her eyes bent 
downwards, and holding a chaplet in her 
hand. She ſeemed talking to herſelf, and 
ſaying, To fly, to fly, is the ſureſt and 
ſafeſt way, it is the certain road to victory. 
Then I ſaid to Clearſightedneſs, I am very 
much deceived if that be not Reſervedneſs. 
You are in the right of it, ſaid ſhe, it is 
her very ownſelf, indeed. Immediately we 
made our applications to her, and told her, 
that we came with an order of the Science 
of Salvation to viſit Chaſtity, and fee the 
whole houſe, praying her to give them no- 
tice to open the gates for our admittance. 
With her eyes full inclining downwards ſhe 
made anſwer, I give them notice to open the 
gates! that is a fine requeſt indeed: Sure, 
. „ friends, 
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8 you are diſpoſed t to be a little plea· 
ſant with me? moſt certainly you can enter- 
tain no ſuch thoughts? if you will ſpeak thro? 
this iron grate, at a proper ſeaſon, you may 


do ſo if you will, and give an account. ↄf 


yourſelves there and what brought you hither. 
Clearſightedneſs perſiſted, to tell her, that 
the Science of Salvation had directly ſo or-, 


dered it, and given us all diſpenſations, for 


that ſame purpoſe, and therefore ſhe might 
open them without any apprehenſions. She, 
made anſwer, that the Science of Salvation, 


never gave diſpenſation for thoſe things, and, 


that ſhe would not go upon any ſuch errand, | 
See there, ſaid I, within myſelf, an uncouth, 
odd, unaccountable being! a rough unpo- 


A liſhed, ill-mannered creature. However, 


Clearſightedneſs being by no means able to 


prevail, was obliged to retire within a par- 


lour, which was near where the turret was, 


and this ſhe found covered thick'with dult. . 


It lay open, without any doors to it, and 


there was not ſo much as a ſeat to be met 
with in the room. This was A moſt 1 incom- 


modious place: there was a great window / in 
it, without glazing, and there was ſuch an 
air came in at It, as was enough to chill, and 
even freeze one's blood. Over all the Galle 


of that parlour, we beheld nothing but pic 


tures of death, 


By 


,,, 
By this time Clearſightedneſs drew a ray 
of light from Heaven, which ſhe always 
carries about her the power to perform ; and 
by this ſhe gave a ſufficient hint to Chaſtity, 
though abſent, that ſhe deſired to ſpeak with 
her. Holy Chaſtiiy that moment ſent her 
vicar, whom they called Modeſty, to learn 
our buſineſs. Modeſty was accompanied by 

another aſſiftant. called Shamefacedneſs, and 

| theſe, it ſeems, are the two greateſt friends 
of Chaſtity. Modeſty aſked us what was 
our pleaſure ?: Clearſightedneſs declared to 

: her the order which ſhe had from the Science 
of Salvation, conjuring her to pay obedi- 
ence to it. Then, pointing to me, ſhe ſaid, 

that was a Paſtor, who was to pay a circular 

viſit to all the virtues, and to have a fight 
of all the rarities which was ſubjeQ to the 
dominton of that great Princeſs, there being 
good room to hope, that he would, from 
thence, reap extraordinary advantages, both 
for himſelf and his flock. Modeſty made no 
other anſwer to all this, but only, that ſhe 
would go and acquaint the ſuperior, and, at 
thoſe words accordingly departed. 
Soon after Holy Chaſtity came to us, who 
made ſome difficulty about our admittance. 

She told us that it was not enough to receive 

orders from the Science of Salvation, but 
1 Nb 1 | that 
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— 
that we ſhould receive them too from Pru- 
dence and Religion, before we could enter 
that monaſtic incloſure. Clearſightedneſs 
anſwered, that ſhe had her orders likewiſe, 
and that ſhe was ready to produce and lay 
them before her. Chaſtity bade her deliver 
that ſigned by Religion, in order to commu- 
nicate it to Definitory; and that as to the 
order which came from Prudence, ſhe ſhould 
give it into the bands of Reſervedneſs; ad- 
ding, that if the orders were found valid, 
the firſt gates ſhould be opened to them. 
We returned to the tower to get the or- 
der of Religion paſſed through proper hands 
to the hands of Chaſtity, where we were 
much aſtoniſhed to find ' Reſervedneſs and 
Fervour in warm debate about our entering 
into that houſe. Fervour deſired to know 
where the mighty need was of ſo many 
ceremonies, ſince we had expreſs orders for 
our admittance from the Science of Salva- 
tion; and ſince it would more greatly con- 
duce to the good of ſouls? Reſervedneſs told 
her ſome what tartly, by way of anſwer, that 
ſhe was too-young, and too much a child to 
| Intermeddle in diſcourſes upon ſuch mighty 
matters, and that the methods ſhe took, were 
not to be called by the name of ceremonies, 
but that they were e requiſite and even abſo- 
lutely 8 


. 135 „ 
lutely neceſſary to be obſerved. Fervour, 4 
little piqued at this, anſwered ſmartly; as 
much a child as I am, I have made very 
great and conſiderable perſons of thoſe, that 
were mere children before. Reſervedneſs 
was not behind-hand with her in replying. 
And without me you may likewiſe; you 
frequently make thoſe who are very great 
perſons, become perfect children. ; 
Holy Deſire perceiving that they began 
to grow warm, put them in mind that they - 
were upon the ground of the Science of 
Salvation, where the affections ought, when 
unruly, to be corrected and be kept within 
bounds. Cleärſightedne ſs, whoſe obſerva- 
tion nothing can eſcape, informed herſelf, by _ 
the means of Holy Deſire, what had been 
the ſubjeQ of this diſpute, and, after a full 
hearing of that matter, declared, that Re- 
| ſervedneſs was in the right of it; and that 
ſhe did extremely well to adhere ftrialy to 
her rule, and keep that ſacred place as far as 
ſhe might, hard and difficult of acceſs. In 
this houſe, continued Clearſightedneſs, it is 
neceſſary that Fervour ſhould act with mo- 
deration and. reſtraint, becauſe the queſtion 
here, is about no leſs than perpetual inclo- 
ſure; and ſhe faid, that where perſons did 
not uſe this — they would be too apt 
5 | S- | 1 


to begin with Fervour and end with Perdi- 
tion. 

This ſaid, Rewer grew appeaſed, and 
Reſervedneſs recovered her natural coolneſs 
and calmneſs of temper, to whom Clear- 
ſightedneſs, uſing a ray of reaſon, ſhewed 
the licence or permiſſion which ſhe had pro- 
cured from Prudence, to enter into that 
| houſe. Here Reſervedneſs, conſtrained to 
obey, told us that we were at our liberty to 
go in, but that, for her part, ſhe would not 
go in with us. Clearſightedneſs replied to 
her, that would not be well done by no means, 
that, quite on the contrary, ſhe would'bear 
us company through the whole houſe ; that 
her great advanced age, and her very vene- 
rable perſon would do us extreme honour 
and ſervice: and that her authority and cre- 
dit would be of the laſt advantage to us, 
and procure us the ſight of all that was beau- 
tiful and valuable in that place. 

By this time Chaſtity arrived at the tower, 
who was zuſt come forth from the Defini- 


tory, or place of Council, where ſhe had 
been to take proper reſolutions about our ad- 
mittance, and ſhe told us, that ſhe would 
pay obedience to the orders of Religion: 
however, ſhe would not firſt fail to aſk us, 

if Reſervedneſs was wy ſatisfhed about =_ 
| orders 


| — 
orders of Prudence? Fervour, taking her 
immediately at that word, anſwered with a 
briſk affirmative tone, Les, yes, and no- 


thing remained to be done but to open the 


gates without more ado: but Chaſtity repre- 
hending Fervour, told her, that ſhe did not 
put the queſtion to her, and that it belonged 
to Clearſightedneſs and Reſervedneſs to make 
her a reply. I was totally ſurprized to ſee 
that Fervour had ſuch ill credit in that holy 

manſion. Clearſightedneſs, approaching the 
tower, ſaid, with an air of joy chaſtiſed by 
great gravity, that Reſervedneſs was ready 
to obey the orders of Prudence. Reſerved- 
neſs approaching in her turn, confirmed that 
which Clearſightedneſs had declared, not 
being able however to hinder ſome: ſigns of 
her uneaſineſs, but giving ſeveral marks that 
the order did not entirely pleaſe her. My 
God! cried I, trembling in every limb of 
me, after. J had heard all the debates; what 
a prodigious deal of judicious and critical ex- 
actitude is here obſer ved, for the due pro- 
tection and preſervation of Chaſtity! _ 

- Refervedneſs begun with opening the door, 
which led us through a paſſage to another 
door, which was made after the ſame man- 
ner with the firſt, and that, likewiſe, was 
opened unto us. Then we came to a third, 
e 77 mn 
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which was barred with iron, that was forti- 


fied with ſtrong, large ſpikes, . or jagged 


points of ſteel, which were even terrible 


and ſhocking to the ſight, They call theſe 


points or ſpikes the Removers of Trifles. 
The three gates were called, Rigour, Hard- 
ſhip and Diſagreeableneſs. When we were 
come thus far, Fervour began to make freſh 
alarms, and cry aloud, that it muſt, and 
ſhould be opened; but Reſervedneſs bade 


her ſtop, and told her ſhe muſt have pati- 


ence and wait. Immediately we heard a 


noiſe, or clank of keys from within, which 


ſeemed to be at a great diſtance from us; and 
a little after, it appeared by the ſound, as if 
ſomebody opened a door, but there was no- 


thing im it. About half an hour afterwards, 


we heard a ſecond noiſe, as if ſomebody 


was opening a door, but till the ſound of 


the noiſe was ſuch, as if it had been at half 
a league's diſtance from us. While we 
waited thus in earneſt and eager expectation, 
Reſervedneſs happened to turn her head, and 
perceived that Fervour peeped through a2 
chink, or cranny in the door, at which ſhe 
was ſo extremely offended that ſhe plainly. 
proteſted to us, that though ſhe ſhould be 


put to death for it, ſhe would not open the 
J cor of her ſide it Fervour did not retire. 


For, 


TW Mn 
For, moſt aſſuredly, ſaid ſhe, that child muſt, 
by no means, enter into this monaſtery. 
Fervour aſking her the reaſon why ſhe ſhould 
not be admitted in, ſince ſhe had always 
been made welcome whereſoever ſhe went, 
and fince ſhe ever ſhewed herſelf earneſt in 
conducting ſouls to God? Reſervedneſs'an- 

' ſwered her in plain terms, that ſhe did things 
in a hurry and precipitation, creating a kind 
of ſtupify ing diſturbance in all things that ſhe 
was eager to have done, and therefore ſhe 
had nothing to do but to withdraw? repeat- 
ing again, that though ſhe was ſure to be 
facrificed and pulled in pieces, ſhe would not 

open this door 'till Fervour retired. At this 
time I ſaid, within myſelf, Holy Reſerved- 
neſs, what harm dogs that pretty angel do 
you, to make you ſo much againſt her? But 
Reſervedneſs perſiſting . all along fixed and 
firm in her reſolution, obliged Clearſighted- 
neſs and Holy Deſire. to preſs Fervour to 
withdraw; who, not daring to reſiſt them, 
went to offer up her prayers'to God in the 
Church. Meanwhile we were made to wait 
a long time at the door for the trial of our 
patience, _ 4. So 
At laſt, after a long attendance, they 
opened the door from within; and then Re- 
{crvedneſs unlooſed the bar of iron, * 
| Ide. 


| fide. © We found, after this, two other doors 
duable locked and ironed, which a religious 
perſon, whote name was Certitude, opened 
to us with great diſpatch. Clearſightedneſs 
told us, that they called theſe three laſt gates, 
Ingratitude, Evil Correſpondence and Cruelty. 
When theſe gates were opened, we diſco- 
vered a clo:ſter very lightſome and clear, 
but ſimple and without ornament; from 
whence iſſued forth an agreeable odour, and 
where none but creatures of the greateſt pu- 
rity inhabited, Holy Chaſtity had a veil 
hanging down low — her face; Mo- 
deſty, Shame - facedneſs, and Sande, were 
all attired after the ſame manner. Purity, 
who was the miſtreſs of the novices, had 
two veils; and her novices had likewiſe two, 
which were white: becauſe, ſay they, if 
there is need of one veil for thoſe who are 
profeſſed, there is need of putting two upon 
thoſe who are novices; and therefore, their 
miſtreſs, to ſet them an example, wore two 
black ones, in order to bring them ſubmiſ- 
fively, and without repugnance, to wear 
two of them likewiſe. | f 
I ſaw all that houſe, and particularly the 
= ce where the holy dames were at work, 
here I ſaw a ſurpriſing quantity of fine and 
eurious forts of l work, about * "hoſe 
thole 


| 1 

thoſe beautiful ſouls are buſily employed. I 
enquired of Chaſtity, why ſne kept thoſe 
holy perſons under ſo ſtrict and forrowful a 
reſtraint ? She made me anſwer that I knew 
nothing of the matter ; that, very far from 
being ſorrowful, or melancholy, they were 
extremely joyful and well ſatisfied ; and that 
the good, people in her houſe made it their 
profeſſion to follow buſineſs cloſe, and work 
hard; to be a long time in the choir, and 
but little in the refectory; to keep ſilence a 
great while together, and to keep their eyes 
bent downwards to earth, and their thoughts 
| ſoaring upwards to heaven. 

Here Clearſightedneſs ſaid. to me, Paſtor, 
you have been told enough; and immedi- 
ately Reſervedneſs gave us the word to de- 
part: but Clearſightedneſs taking Chaſtity 
apart, told her, that the Science of Salva- 
tion had ordered her to beg of her Reſer- 
vedneſs for a companion, to conduct the 
Paſtor into the palace of the Spirit of the 
World. Chaſtity anſwered, that it was 
impoſſible for her to let Reſervedneſs go, 
and that the Science of Salvation might ea- 
ſily conſider the condition to which her houſe 
- would be expoſed, if that holy dame ſhould 
”_ them, to whom every body ſtood. in- 
debted for the good conduct which was kept 
up amongſt them. SO 


TY Clearſightedneſs, 


„ 


Clearſi ghtedneſs, not 1 to: have 
ſpoken of it to Chaſtity, acquainted Reſer- 
3 likewiſe with that order. She an- 
ſwered, that, being ſubject to the Science of 
Salvation, ſhe could not refuſe her that obe- 
dience; but that it would give her a great 
deal or uneaſineſs, to make her leave thoſe 
dames, who, of themſelves, were no more 
than poor weak women, although they were 
a kind of ſaints upon earth; adding withal, 
that ſhe was obliged to keep a mighty ſtrict 
guard over herſelf, living always under per- 
petual fears and apprehenſions: but, how- 
ever, that, if ſhe was called upon to obey 
in this difficult point, ſhe would not refuſe 
to do it. 

Chaſtity, when ſhe had: theſe words, 
began to be ſenſibly aflited; Modeſty, 
Sbamefacedneſs and Purity, when they 
krew it too, lamented her departure; and 
they, as well as all the others, melted into 
tears at the thougbts of it; ſaying, they had 
every thing to fear if Reſervedneſs ſhould 
leave them. 7 4 8 
Then, in order to pour in among them 
ſome gleams of conſolation, Clearſighted- 
neſs, drawing down a ray from the light of 
heaven, told them, that in the room of 
Reſervedneſs _ ſhould make uſe of a holy 

| . * 


. 1 

Religious that they had amongſt them; and 
that was a great and hidden treaſure, 
called Holy Diidence, in whoſe cuſtody ſhe 
might entruſt the key of Reſervedneſs, that 
ſhe would watch as well over their houſe; 
nay, that-ſhe would be worth ſeveral ſuch 
perſons as Reſervedneſs; and that night and 
day, ſhe would take perpetual care of all 
that regarded the welfare, honour, and ſanc- 
tity of that community, This expedient 
was allowed to be good, and as ſome Reli- 
gious were there, who heard what had been 
projecting, there was one among them that 


ſaid to the ſuperior: Ah! Madam. they give 


this charge and ſtation to Holy Diffidence ; 


we have, therefore, nothing to do but ta 


arm ourſelves with patience, becauſe we 
muſt not take one ſingle ſtep, which will 


not require more difficulties and precautions 


than we ſhould be enjoined to obſerve, by 
_ ſeveral perſons like Reſervedneſs. a 
They went to ſeek Holy Diffidence, who 
was found nailing and accommodating the 
curtains of the grates and the parlours, to 
keep them very decent and cloſe. They 


acquainted her with the office that had been 


newly aſſigned her, which ſhe accepted with 
great humility ; and, to receive all the meſ- 
ſages without doors, Reſervedneſs left a 


young 
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young maiden,, whom ſhe had tutored a long 
time, and deſignedly bred to ſerve one day 
in her own place, who was called Suſpiciun. 
All theſe points being thus eſtabliſhed, we 
retired, with Reſervedneſs, from thoſe = 6 | 
fters. At our going out, we ſtopped to take 

Fervour along with us, who was in the 

neighbouring Church which 1 - deſcribed 

above, pouring forth the moſt. affectionate 

ſighs of a devout ſpirit; and though it went 
| ore againſt the child's heart to quit that 

_ pleaſing holy exerciſe, ſhe did not, however, 

fail to follow us, and gave a thouſand careſ- 

| ſing endearments, as if between them no 
quarrel or diſpute had ever happened. 


VISION XIV. 


The Paſtor, having now nothing more but 
Holy Perfection herſelf to ſee in the pa- 
lace of the. Science of Salvation, is con- 


dudied by Clearlightedneſs to aw illuſ- 


trious Vi rtue. 


WHEN we were at a little 3 from 
the houſe of Chaſtity, Clearſightedneſs told 
me, that nothing more remained for me to 

ſee in the great palace of the Science of 


Salvation, but Holy * which held 
her 


. 145 
her habitation in mountains, far removed 
from the place where we then were. Holy 
Deſire, anſwering for me, ſaid, it abſolutely 
| behoved us to go and pay a reverential viſit 
to that moſt noble and illuſtrious Virtue... 
Clearſightedneſs conveyed us thither over 
the proclivities of certain hills. She made- 
Fervour paſs along before me, who did not 
Walk, but was in ſuch a vehement earneſt - 
_ defire of ſpeedily arriving there, that it made 
her take wing and fly, | 
I IT enquired of Clearſightedneſs, upon the 
road, why Fervour had fo little credit in the 
houſe of Chaſtity, . and why Reſervedneſs 
fo ſtrenuouſly oppoſed her? The anſwer 
was, that Fervour was, in truth, a very 
praiſe-worthy maiden ; but Reſervedneſs 
always diffided in her, apprehending, leſt. 
that which appeared to be Fervour, might 
. ſometimes proceed from indiſcretion, and 
be diſapproved by the eye of God: And it 
is too frequently to be feared, added ſhe, 
that, that 'which begins by Fervour, may 
ee into weariſomneſs, and end in te- 
pidity, or ſomething ſtill worſe, of which 
the Apoſtle complains, in ſtrong and pathe- 
tic terms, when, writing to the Galatians, 
be ſays: You 3 the Spirit, and with 


Fervour; 
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Ferueur; but: ,you.end 8 the Fleſh, and in Jour 
on Per dition. 


Fervour, who is ever agreeable and. af- 
eee is of a Joyous, ſanguine temper, 
and of an enterprizing ſpirit ; is always for 
puſhing forward from one undertaking to 
another: but, as there is room to fear, leſt 
the ſhould too precipitately flide into indiſ- 
cretions, Reſervedneſs prevents her from 


time to time, obliging her to moderate her 


hurrying manner of action; and this is th : 
ſecret to make her laſt long and ſecure ber 
in her perſeverance. 

Moſt certainly great damages have befallen 
the Church of God, from this very reaſon, 
that Fervour has not always had Reſerved- 
neſs for her ompanion and her guide. O, 
what a ſubtle and excellent procedure is this, 
_ cried 1? O happy Reſervedneſs, how wiſe 


are you, ſince you are always trembling 


with fear, and ever diffident of yourſelf. May 
God, nay, God does ſhower don n his bene- 
dictions upon your wiſe and prudent conduct. - 
In calling her happy, ſaid Clearſightedneſs, 
you call. her. by her right, and proper. name, 
- ance God has. pronounced her happy : Bea- 


tus, eft homo, qui ſemper. eft pavidus : Bleſſed 


is the man who is always in fear; that is to' 
| | ſay, 


* 


8 
* - 
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ſay, in * words, happy is the beben. 
is always reſerved, -- 
I next deſired to e the meaning of 
thoſe ſo terrible names, that were given to 
the doors of Chaſtity, namely, Diſagreea- 
bleneſs, Rigour, Ingratitude, Evil Correſ- 
pondence, Cruelty, and Hardſhip. She 
made anſwer, that the people of the world 
gave them thoſe frighiſul and monſtrous ap- 
pellations; but that they were not properly 
ſo called, their true and real naines being, 
Fortitude, Valour, Honour, Wiſdom, Pru- 
dence, ad Good Senfe adding, that, if the 
world gave them other opprobrious nick- 
names, it was becauſe we 4g gates with the 
- iron ſpikes, kept off, and hindered the peo- 
ple of the world from making the leaſt at- 
tempt upon Chaſtity, either by promiſes, by 
letters, by flatteries, by threats, by preſents, 
or any other ways. However, this was all 
for the honour and glory of God; and, not- 
withſtanding all thoſe mock titles, that en- 
vious and malignant people ſtigmatized them 
weich, they ceaſed not to be truly and really 
holy and valuable in themſelves, and to eauſe 
wonderful and celeſtial effects. 
We then: aſcended through rough And 
ile an, over N eng and formidable 
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„ 
promontories of fharp- pointed rocks; from 
whence we diſcovered vaſt and prodigious _ 
precipices, that made our legs tremble under 
us: and I do verily believe, that the eye of 
man never beheld a more troubleſome, mazy, 
and perplexing way. I defired to be in- 
formed, how they called thoſe rocks, and 
thoſe mountains? I was anſwered, that all 
thoſe hilly countries were called the Holy 
Land; and that, if I would arrive at the 
height of it, it was neceſſary that I ſhoukl 
pull my ſhoes off, which 1. inftantly did: 
but, the further we marched, the more 
rough and troubleſome the road became, 
Meanwhile, we advanced into the coun- 
tries, which appeared to us very far diſtant 
from thoſe vaſt habitations which we left 
behind us. We paſſed certain hills, which 
they call Pargative; and then again, we 
. traverſed others, that were ſtyled /lumina- 
tive; and, after all theſe different roads, we 
got into a ſtreight and narrow path, worn, 
beaten and hollowed into the rock, very dif- 
ficult and ſeep of aſcent; which ſeemed to 
have been cut, as it were, inch by inch, by 
dint of indefatigable labour and induſtry. 
There was no way of climbing it but one, 
and even ſo, there was hardly place enough 
to be found to ſeeure our footing. — 


A man 
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4 man need walk there with very 
care and caution; and be mi ghtily upon his 
guard to place the ſoles of his feet in the lit 
tle veſtiges and footſteps that ate imprinted 


in that path, and are painted red with the 


dlood of thoſe who had paſſed that way be» 
/ fore us. Clearfightedneſs went foremoſt to 
facilitate the paſſage ; ſhe was followed 

_ Holy Deſire and Fervour, after whom 
proceeded directly onwards ; and, as I had 


_ theſe in the van to guide me, ſo 1 had Re- 


ſervedneſs behind me. to e me in the 
rear. 


We . on 3 0 while. together, : 
_ path, which is called 


through this rug 
the path of Annihilation, The manns is 
"called the mountain of Union. 15575 


upon the barks of trees, that ſtood on t 


We ſaw, in going all this length, of. ways 
* 


borders of it, ſentences, enen, to this 


purpoſe : 
Be conflant, you will, arrive to the ed; 
| you will reach the goal. 1 
ee. Upon ſome; others + ; 
| God has ſuffered ſtill more. 
ET is ; Perſeverance. 2which. crowns the works, 
An again, upon others, 
Donn 2 e God Mie _ , 
n 1 


dire 1 
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has 41 length, we gained the ao, and 
arrived: to the mountains, where we found 
fertile paſture and a parterre, all beautifully 
laid out and adorned. with flowers, which 
filled the circumambient air with an admir- 
akle odour. That parterre was encompaſ- 
ſed with a baluſtrade, formed of gold, ſilver 
and other precious and valuable metals. 
In the midſt of that ſquare compartment, 
br parterre, there ſtood a huge cryſtal ma- 
_ chine, ſtrongly built, and ereQted in the 
form or faſhion of a tower; on the top of 
which we beheld a Holy Lady, ſeated on a 
throne, which was e of a ſingle dia- 
mond. We mounted to the top of that 
rock, by due ſteps and degrees, on each of 
85 which were engraven' the names of thoſe 
| Virtues, by the power whereof we arrived 
there. We ſaw; likewiſe; ſome words en- 
graven upon the throne?” with this import: 
All wo Science, all my Portion, all my . 
e Jesus unis r crucified, 
- - who lives within nme. 
I was told; "who was ſeated there was boly 
Perfetion. She held her eyes firmly fixed 
upon Heaven, from hence deſcended down · 
Sparks of fire, which entered into her 5 
| 28 are called Influences; - and . Wen 
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we ſaw after iffue forth from thence again, 
'and mount inore ardent, and with redoubled 


* 
* 1 


ſplendor. We ſaw, likewiſe, iſſuing forth 


from the heart of that holy Lady, a moſt 
mild, ſerene and clear light; a light even 


more beautiful than that of the Sun, which 
they told me was Faith, Hope and Charity, 
 wherewith that holy Lady was repleniſhed. 
J perfectly faw, in that Holy Bleſſed Being, 
thoſe three excellent and high virtues, which 


are termed theological. 1 ſaw Faith, who 


- "ſecond virtue, that 1s Hope. And this ſaid, 
I hope with a moſt certain and aſſured Hope. 


Frotn theſe two, firſt joined together, pro- 


ceeded a third, which is Charity, This 


Charity ſaid, I love ardently ; and by this 


the two others were united in the ſtricteſt 

and warmeſt embraces: and then theſe three 
"virtues appeared to be no more than one, al- 
though they are really and truly diſtinct. 


Here I remarked, that this reſembled well 


che "myſtery of the Holy Trinity. Yes, 
Paſtor, and it is very true, replied Clear- 


{ightednefs. The Holy Trinity is in the 
ſoul which poſſeſſes theſe three virtues. It 
is its image and its reſemblance ; for, in her 


the Father lives, giving her increaſe to Faith: 
e e the 
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the Son and ne paſhon form Hope, and the 

© Divine Spirit enlightens and gives flames to 
Charity. The Father transforms this ſoul 
by the Memory; the Son by the Under- 
ſſttanding; the Holy Ghoſt by the Will. 
Theſe three powers of the ſoul have, in ef- 
Fe, a very near relation thereunto. All 

_ theſe are different and diſtin, and, not- 
withſtanding, that ſon] is but one. I was, 

at once, both entirely aſtoniſhed and charmed 
with ſo many beauties and lights, ſo many 

+, ſweetneſſes and delectations met together; 
becauſe, with that bleſſed foul the Angels 
ſong, the Cherubims were in contempla- 
tion, the Seraphims joined in loye, and my- 
ſelf quite diſſolved in ecſtacy, to ſee ſo many | 
ſurprizing wonders and miracles at one ſin- 
gle view. I would, moſt willingly, me- 

"Wh Moment, have ſtaid there for an Werne 
but Clearſightedneſs ſaid to me: Let us de- 
4% ſcend, Paſtor; let us go: there are other 
things below, which attend and expect you, 
that are not ſo agreeable, but yet are very 
neceſſary to be known hy one that is a Paſtor. _ 


viskox xv. 


Th Paſtor i 15 ; canduffed 1 25 the La of 
Negligence, to the gate r the Am ad | | 


"os. Spirit of the Wong: 


cl DESCENDED wah kPa nk „ 
* with very much regret, Ken this 
moſt delighful proſpect, from whence we 
diſcovered the whole nether globe, afar off 
proſtrate, and diminiſhed by the diſtance of 
its remoyal. As I was caſting a look below, 
Ia clear and ttanſparent clouds fleeting. 
beneath our feet; but interſperſed, however, 
with ſome dimneſſes and obſcurities, that lay 
ſcattering here and there, in the middle 
| who | deſcried written the word Imper- 
= Felton. Theſe clouds ogened themſglyes, a 
if one ſhould draw a pair of curtains, which 
repreſented to our view perſons god and 
holy. who ſtill retained ſome ſmall blemiſhes 
and diſorderly IO, from which their 
hearts had got entirely cleared and diſengaged 
_ themſelves. Clearly htedneſs ſaid | to — 
look there, Paſtor, t hare are good. people, 
but yet they labour under unperfections ; 
obſerve, likewiſe, at What a vaſt diſtance 
| they are removed from us. 1 
1 5 . * „ This 


154 


| Thie viſion being paſſed, I deſcried ano-. 
ther region covered over with a more dark, 
obſcure and gloomy cloud, where 1 lainly 


remarked to be written the word, Meari- 
Jomneſs. The perſons that we ſaw there, as 


Clearſightedneſs told me, were very well in 


2 but they made no advances, in or- 


der to arrive at Perfection, remaining al- 


aways charged and clogged with paſſions more 
heavy than the firſt 1 had but lately ſeen: 
howeyer, they were only guilty of veuial 
tranſgreſſions. But, continued Clearſight- 


edneſs, God aſſiſting them, if they make 
to Perfection. If, on the contrary, they ne- 


glect them, they fall into a worſe and more 


perilous ſtate, which is the profound abyſs 


of the Spirit of the World; which ſhe re- 
. preſented that inſtant to my view. I there 


faw thick clouds, diſmally dark, and dread- 
fully black; ſome bellowing big with thun- 
der, others ſpouting forth cataracts, launch- 


ing thunderbolts and flaſhing blue forked 
lightnings. The word CRIME appeared 


there too, too viſible, in large and capital 


2 characters. Beneath theſe clouds, all ſorts 
of vices were ſeen to reign, as Detractions, 


Murmurinpgs, Senſualities, Theſts, Fac- 
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Not and 2 number, of my other abomi- 


nations.” 2 ö 

| Clearfightedneſs ſaid to me, wol hav holy 
Perfection, and ardent Charity, ſit at an infi- 
nite diſtance above theſe miſeries, inſomuch 

that they do not ſee or hear any thing of all 
this noiſy calamity. But, Paſtor, continued 
ſhe, to the end that you may take a nearer 


view, and that you may conceive a greater 


horror of things, that are in their nature ſo 
horrible as theſe, you are to follow me. I 
followed her, always accompanied by holy 
Deſire, Fervour, and Reſervedneſs; none of 
whom left me any more. Clearſightedneſs 
- led us through a path very ſhort, and very 
eaſy to proceed in, quite cantrary to that by 


which we had afeended; the entrance where-- 
of 1 18 called Occaſion, atid. the path Negligence. ey 


We ſaw, as we deſcended from that holy. 
land, upon the barks of trees that were planted 
all along the fide of that path, certain words 
Written to the following purport, viz, 
What ſignifies it? 
One: may do that well enough. 
That is no great harm. 
T will not make any confeſſion of it. 
It is no more than a ſingle imperfection. 
Iam young, I have ſtill time enough before 
"wp to render myſelf N | 
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And a number of ſuch other like ſayings, 
and inventions. That which ſurpriſed me 
Was, that in an inſtant, as it were, we found 
ourſelves led inſenſibly down by this unlucky 
path | below thoſe tempeſtuous clouds, near 
the gate of the palace of the Spirit of the 
World. I wasſo aſtoniſhed that I cried out, 
Who is it that has brought us ſo. ſwiftly hi- 
ther? and who has ſo ſuddenly. tranſported 
vs from the region of light, to that of dark- 
neſs? O holy Perfection, where are you? 
Paſtor, ſaid Clearſightedneſs to me, there 
are certain things that enter by the door of 
Occaſion, and that lead through the path of 
Negligence, which we are apt to believe tao 
be of little. or no copſequence; meanwhile, 
one falls inſenſibly own. through that path 
from Sanctity to Imperfection; from Im- 
perfection to Exil; and from Evil to enor: 
mous Sin. Conſider the time that you have 
taken, and how much labour, pains and 
ſweat, it has coſt you to aſcend to Perfec- 
tion; and with what facility and prompti- 
\ tude you have deſcended from fo holy a place. 
DO my God! cried I, how much it behoves 
one to watch in the way of a ſpiritual life! 
Hence it comes, that our Saviour has ſo of- 
en repeated this moſt important, moſt com- 
pftehenſive admonition, Vigilate, watch. 
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In fine, I found myſelf juſt at the ſame 
place where my good Angel left me, when 
he took and withdrew me out of the hands 
af Selfelove, and hindered me from entering 
into the palace of the Spirit of the World. 
I there, likewiſe, found again that good an- 
gel, who ſaid to me, Well, Paſtor, un 
doubtedly, you muſt have ſeen very good 
things. I, that inſtant, threw myſelf at his 
feet, quite in ecſtacy at this review of him; 
ſaying to him, O bleſſed ſpirit, what a con- 
ſolation do you give me, by affording me 
this happy meeting with you here. I have, 
in truth, beheld great and wonderful things, 
which haye yielded me abundant cauſe of 
ſatisfaction, and which cannot fail of turn» _ 
ing to my very great adyantage. Paſtor, 
replied my good angel, I have been always 
with you; tor the angels are always at the 
elbows of thoſe whom they are ordered ta 
guard and conduct. I was there, when you 
committed a fault in the apartment of Con- 
| ſideration, for which Lefure reprimanded 
you. I was preſent there, when Truth, in 
another place, convicted you of a falſehood ; 
and when thofe of your own company treated 
you as an ignorant in the houſe of Prayer. 


Lan preſent with you at dl imer and in 
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all places, and 1 ſee all your faule, You 5 
are there too, ſaid I to him, to lift me up. 
-wherever J am likely to fall. Ves, replied 
he, and very gladly, and for the future 1 
will accompany and aſſiſt you more particu- 
larly, becauſe you are going into places, 
- where you will encounter with greater riſques 
and dangers, The Virtues, which you have 
been lately viſiting, might, likewiſe, be 
able to ſerve you, as ſo many angels and 
guards. But, it is not the ſame among the 
Vices, and yet it is requiſite that you ſhould 
go among them to know them, becauſe you 
are a Paſtor. It is in thoſe” places that I 
ſhall be moſt neceſſary to you; and, at thoſe 
words my angel diſappeared. | 

At the ſame: time, I caſt a ok round the 
country, where 1 perceived, at a diſtance, 


the firſt young man who had formerly de- 


ceived me, in leading me to the ſame place. 
Recollecting perfeAt well that it was Self- 
love, 12 — Ne him to all my 
company. Holy Deſire told me, I was very 
quick in remembering him; and why, ſaid 
he to me, was you not as quick i in knowing 
him at firſt, when you took him for your 
guide, and ſuffered yourſelf to be led and 
Mise by him? The: reaſon i is, anſwered 


» becaule 


K 
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1 bokanſe-L- had not chen ſeen the Science | 
of Salvation. 7 
„Let us go, ſaid Clearſightednaſs ta me, 81 
js neceſſary for us to go aud ſee tlie vices | 
that reign in the palace of the Spirit of the 
World. As we took our road on the ſame 
fide of the way on which Self-love was; 
perceiving he did not ſee us, at which T was 
moch amazed, | ſtepped up aud took him bk 
mne ſleeve, and I began to ſhake him very ' |} 
bean ſaying to him, come hither, traitor, {| 
vou ſaw me quick enough when you had a j 
mind todeceiveme; why will you not know 
me now ? you (hall give me ample. ſatisfac- 
tion, and pay dearly for what you have 
dene. Self. love began to frame excuſes, that 
he had never deceived me, never knew. me, 
ſwearing vehemently, and taking abamin-. 
able oaths, that he never ſo much as once 
ſaw me in all the days of his life. You are 
| a moſt monſtrous prevaricator, ſaid I to him, | 
it was here, on this very ſpot, that you 
would have betrayed me out of endleſs life, 
andi it is here that you thall end your days. 
Then Fervour cried out, Be of good cou— 
rage, Paſtor, kill him, give him no quar- 9 
ter. But Reſervedneſs came up, and ſaid to 
Wes "AR do you — to do? let him 
alone, 
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have faſt and ſafe hold of him, as it may ap- 


pear to you. It is a nimble, active, and 


} fubtle creature, who, without much trou- 
ble, will be able to make you once more his 


captive, As for Self- love, continued Re- 


ſervedneſs, it is much better to let him alone, 
and deſpiſe him, than to pretend to get the 


better of him, by laying hold and grappling 
with him. Clearſightedneſs, likewiſe, en- 


joined me to [eaye him, becauſe, by con- 
temning him, one the more eaſily gets the 


better of him; and affirmed, that it was 


downright folly to think of killing or de- 
ſtroy ing him, a thing utterly impracticable, 


he having ſo many lives as he had; and that 
it fared with him as it did with the lopped 
heads of the Hydra, which recovered con- 


tinually new lives, inſomuch, that there was 
no ſuch thing as extirpating him. She ad- 


ded, that the deceiver never dies, and that 


there was no diſengaging from him but by 
death. I admired, that being ſo near him 
he did not perceive that I ſaw him. But 
Olearſightedneſs told me, that Self- love was 


very blind, blinding, likewiſe, all thoſe that 

received him into their company; and that 

he conſtantly believed that no-body ever ſaw _ 
| 25 : , through 


— 


through him in any action he undertook, ' 1 


0 deſired to be informed, if Self love knew 
when he told a lie. Clearſightedneſs an- 
ſwered me, that he believed he never told a 


lie in his life; that he was an animal of ſo 


ſhort a memory, that he had no ſooner uſed 
one of his artifices, but he forgot it the next 


moment, as much as if no ſuch thing had 
ever been; and that whatever evil he com- 


mitted, it always appeared te him as a virtue, 


and that it was a great henefit to the perſon 
whom he ruined by it. That is moſt cer- 


tain,. replied I; for, when I left him, at 
the requeſt and perſuaſion of Reſervedneſs, 


he cried out; Only ſee what harm I have 


done to this Paſtor ; for, had I done even 


what he is pleaſed to accuſe me of, would it ; 
ö not have been all for his good and perfe Aly 


' 
y 


for his own benefit. 
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vislox XVI. 


4 true vo hel of the Portal 1 to the 
Palace of the Spirit of the World, which 
the 20 l r was not able to kues a gain, | 
. when he came to fee „ 


1. WENT off from this ene! engine 
of deceit, and made up with my company 
towards the portal, that leads into the palace 
of the Spirit of the World. We came to a 
gate, before which we found a little ſquare, | 
that was a perfect dirty, miry bog. For 
mean and vile walls were thrown up about 
it, that were compoſed of no better mate- 

rials than muddy earth. The portico was 
pitifully poor and low; over which there 
was nothing but an old piece of rotten wood, 
that ran acroſs it; upon this piece of w.-5d 
were written theſe words: : 
 SORROWS,. AFFLICTIONS, 
| VEXATIONS, INFAMY. 
_ Clearſightedneſs ſaid to me, Come, Paſtor ; 
make your entry, this is the portal of the 
palace of the Spirit of the World. I turned 
towards her, aſking her very ſeriouſly, whe- 
ther me was 1n earneſt ? But ſhe, prefing 
e me 


— 


me more eagerly, Said again, Privy: go in, I 


am very ſerious with you. Under favour, 
replied I, I have ſeen before now, the gate 


_ sf: the palace of the Spirit of the World; 
and it was when I came firſt into this coun- 


try. I then. took time and leiſure to conſi- 

der it. 1 ſaw beautiful. and lofty columns, 
baluſtrades, admirable gardens ; and I heard 
ſuch exquiſite concerts of muſic, as might 
charm the whole world to hear them. The 
portico appeared to me to be entirely magni- 
ficent; upon the frontiſpiece of which were 


_ written theſe words, in very bright and 255 


ble characters of gold. 
-GLORY, TOY, REPOSE. . 
That which you are now pleaſed to PAL 
me, O Clearſightedneſs, bears not the leaſt 
reſemblance to what I beheld at that time; 
ſure you have not a mind to deceive me ? 
Paſtor, replied Clearſightedneſs, I have the 
— happineſs of being firſt maid of honour to 
iſdom; and therefore, you. muſt in all 
renin. conclude; that it is out of my power 
ta be guilty of impoſture. It is very cer- 
tain that you have ſeen what you ſay, and 


it is equally certain, that, that which you 


then ſaw, is the very individual and felf- 
ſome thing which you are N at this 
Joly, 5 | preſent 


Ee. 
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any further ſurprized or ſtartled about the 
matter; for, at that time, you had Self-love 
for your guide, who deceived you, and 


made you ſee things quite otherwiſe than 
they really and truly are in themſelves. 


But now as you are with me, and have 
your eyes opened and undeceived, you can- 


not poſſibly ſee them otherwiſe than they 


really and truly are in themſelves; and as 
they have ever been from time immemorial, 
ſince they firſt had any exiſtence at all. 
Neither indeed, are you yourſelf the ſame 
perſon as you were at that time. All eyes, 
that being bleared or ſpoiled, lie under 2 
deceptio viſus, and look at this place, find 
nothing but magnificence and grandeur ; | 


though the quite and clear contrary is true, 
and it is nothing elſe, in reality, than what 


* now plainly ſee, and diſcover it to be. 
For eyes that are pure, clear and enlight- 
ened, diſcover every thing to be, what in 
effect it is; not more nor leſs, O my God! 
cried I, what mind would be brought to ene 
tertain ſuch. a belief, if the very eyes them- = 
ſelves did not witneſs the truth of it? Alas! 
how wide, how vaſtly wide, is the diffe- 
Fence of the view, which a man takes 0 
: | the 
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the Spirit of the World, when he remains 
in his natural darkneſs, and that ſurvey, 
which he takes of it, when he is celeſtial 
jlluminated, and ſtands furrounded with the 
clear lights of the Science of Salvation. 
The next thing that moved my wonder 
and aſtoniſhment was, to ſee the vaſt con- 
fuſion of perſons, who were in this palace: 
and, juſt as I was upon the point of ſtep- 
ping in with my company, a fellow of an 
ugly make and frightful figure, came rudely 
up to me and bluntly demanded of me to 
iy my entrance-money. What ean all 
this mean, faid I? are we going into a play- 
houſe to fee a comedy? No, we are not 
going to ſee a comedy, replied Clearſight- 
edneſs; though, indeed, the Spirit of the 
World may well enough be called a real 
comedy. This man, preſſing me over 
again, cried out to me: Come, pay, if you 
have a mind to go in; don't you know that 
I am porter of this palace, and that every 
new-comer is to pay me entrance at the 
door? 1 turned towards Clearſightedneſs, 
faying, What, does this man pretend. to 
play his tricks and impoſe upon me? No, ſaid - 
he again, he only acts according to the 
cuſtom of the place. All people pay for 


„ | entering 
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entering into the world, when they paſs 
this gate; a man muſt either give away his 
fortune, or his honour, or his time, or elſe 
loſe his foul. ' - © - | e 
Here I affirmed, that I liked not all thoſe 
hard conditions; and, that I would by no 
means venture in upon any fuch terms. 
But, Clearſightedneſs, turning her diſcourſe 
to the porter, ſaid, My friend, let me tell 
vou, this man is not come hither to make 
himſelf a ſubject to the Spirit of the World; 
and therefore he owes him no tribute, nor is 
he obliged to pay him any cuſtom. He is 
a ſtranger and a foreigner, who is come into 
this country out of curioſity, and therefore 
I pray you, do ſo much as jutt let us paſs, 
at leaſt, through that breach which is on 
the ſide of the door. At that ſame moment 
of time, I ſaw a little old woman that put 
herſelf under an extreme unc aſineſs, and 
cried out to him in a violent paſſion, not to 
let us paſs without paying. I defired to 
know of Clearſightedneſs, who were thoſe 
perſons ſo very hungry after money? Clear- 
ſightedneſs informed. me, that the man was 
called Detriment or Dartage; that the little 
old woman, who was ſo eager and Hot. for 
the money, was Covetouſneſs ; and that ſhe, 
SS by RP Who 
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who was ſeated on the heaps of money- 


bags, was Avarice. I thought, and as I 
thought I ſaid, that Damage, the porter of 
the palace of the Spirit of the World, pretty 
nearly reſembled Experience in the face, 
the porter of the Science of Salvation. You 
are in the right on't, ſaid Clearſightedneſs. 
He, there, is the ſon of this man, he owes 


his birth to Damage, and to Pain, who is 


his mother; and the ſon. got to be made por- 
ter to the palace of the Science of Salva- 
tion, for living well; but his perfidious fa- 
ther has taken up this for the place of his 
abode. So far both of them are alike, that 
they are what we call porters : but there 1s 
a vaſt difference between the nature of their 
Fervour, who was thoroughly acquainted 
with the treachery of the place, deſiring to 


do me all the ſervice in her power, preſſed 
all ſhe could for entrance. Reſetvedneſs 
bade Clearſightedneſs be upon her guard. 


and exhorted her to examine well the order 


vf the Science of Salvation, even to the 


letter, before ſhe ventured to enter into ſo 


dangerous a place; and obſerved to her, 
that it ſeemed to be an act of temerity and 
| | raſhneſs 


ſeveral offices, and the ſtation they ſerve 
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raſhneſs to run ſuch a hazard, and whit 
would become of them all, if they ſhould _ 
lead the Paſtor into a road where he ſhould 
haſten upon his ruin, and plunge himſelf, 
perhaps, irrecoverably, into perdition. Fer- 
vour alledged, that it was abſolutely neceſ- 
ſary, and a point of duty to go in, becauſe 
it behoved him to know the Spirit of the 
World, which is downtight treachery and 
deceit, in order to put himfelf upon his 
guard, and fence ſecurely againſt it. Clear- 
ſightedneſs affirmed, that it was the exact 
purport of her commiſſion, that it would be 
acting according to the very letter of her 
orders, which expreſsly commanded their 
going in. At length, ſo great a number 
were preſſing for entrance, that we paſſed, 
among the crowd, without paying. We 
were no ſooner gotten in, but looking upon 
thoſe ſtupid buſy bodies, who ſtood gaping 
for the receipt of money from all hands, 1 
perceived that they had a knot of young 
looſe libertine fellows, who robbed them of 


their coin, almoſt as faſt as they took it; 


and carried off and played away the booty. 
which they - pilfered ; burſting all the while 
into theſe, and the like exclamations. O0! 
if theſe old wretches would but drop off} 


and. 


*% 


and playing with their money 


and a 
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and favour us with ſome pleaſing proof of 
their mortality! how happy we ſhould be 
in the 3 of 2 riches, and what 
Pleaſure ſhould we have in ing high, 
Pes ba 

ſaid Clearſightedneſs to me, one {mall ſketch, 
one little ſpecimen of the vices, of axed 
ou are going to take a view in this palace. 
RR to know who thoſe lads were, and 
whether they were the children of Cove- 
touſneſs; who, as I had been informed, was 
a good-bearing and pregnant mother; and 
fruitful in her generation, becauſe they 
ſeemed to reckon ſo much upon her inheri- 
tance as their own. Clearſightedneſs told 
me, that quite on the contrary, they were 
the ſworn enemies of the old folks, and had 
a mortal ayerſion to thoſe antiquated crea- 
tures; and that this young fry were called 
Games, Sports, Paſtimes, Prodigalities, and 
known and diſtinguiſhed by other ſuch 


names and titles; and that they were the 


children of a moſt deſpicable fellow, called 
Vice, by a wife of his, that was a moſt. 
looſe, 25 ate, and abandoned woman, 

ted to .all manner of gAMINg, : 


who name was Extravant une 


1 VISION 1 


8 
VISION XVI. 


The es eg bs farber the Bare of 
= Tdleneſs, aud the Houſe of Hypocriſy. : 


I DESIRED to be itiformed, if this 
palace of the Spirit of the World had not 
other gates beſides that at which we made 
bur entry into it? Clearſightedneſs made me 
anſwer, that there were ſeveral of them, 
which were called the gates of Pleaſure, 

Riches, Health, Youth, Ambition, and à 
great number of ſach like alluring names; 
all which hae the ſame face and appearance 
as this; and Damage had fixed a deputy at 
every one of them, who made all new 
comers pay their entrance. 
After we had advanced ſome paces, we 
came to a large ſpacious ſquare, where we 
| beheld an almoſt infinite number of perſons, 
promiſcuouſly mingled together without 
order, and in ſuch «crowds of confuſion, 
that it was difficult to gueſs, how they came 
to be aſſembled there in that manner. 

I enquired what place it was? and was 
anſwered, it was the ſquare of Idlene/s. I 
there overheard ſeyeral dialogues that were 
ä „ . carrying 6 


- 


* 


carrying on: ſome were murmuring at the 
government, and inveighing with the ex- 
preſſions of a thoyſand follies and extrava- 
gancies againſt it. Others were talking of 
war and refajling little invented fragments of 
idle news, about things that had never hap- 
| pened, Several filled up their diſcourſes 
with the characters of ſome great perſons, | 
which they tore. all to pieces and mangled 
after a ſavage and barbarous manner. At | 
every cruel ſentence which they uttered, 
ſome reputation or other inſenſibly died. 
In the midſt of all this world of people, 
J perceived a little man, that elbowed and 
ſhouldered through the crowd at a ſtrange 
gate, ſowing every, where a thouſand lies, 
and ſcattering ill reports that put all the peo- 
ple in a flame, and excited what they termed 
a general mytiny. , I aſked Clearſightedneſs, 
Who that little fellow, was that had ſuch a 
frightful, ugly and forbidding look, and ap- 
peared to be of ſo active, ſo malignant, 
and fo turbulent a ſpirit? She told me, his 
name was Fachien, or Diviſion; the ſon 
of a woman called Pure Malice, and of a 
moſt horrid and- abominable fellow, called 
„ oo gan 
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As this miſchief was going on, we were 
alarmed with a great noiſe, towards which 
all the people that were aſſembled there, 
ran with a furious kind of precipitation. 1 
wanted to know the meaning of it, and was 


informed, that all this hurry was occaſioned 


by a great prince, 'who had juſt made his 


entry into the palace of the Spirit of the 


World, attended by a numerous retinue of 


lords and knights; and that all theſe people 
were coming out of an itch of curiolity, to 


get a ſight of his entry. 


The conſideration of this hurry made me 
ſay to myſelf, How little moment and con- 
ſequence mult theſe affairs be of, which held 
theſe people aſſembled together, ſince fo 
light and trivial a circumſtance could diſ- 
perſe them in a moment, and make them 
leave all that ſhewed them ſo full of buſi- 
neſs before, and ſeemed of ſo much weight 
and moment, as to take up all their 


Another noiſe from a neighbouring place 
ſucceeded this, and ſtruck our ears with a 
greater and, more ſudden alarm ; this cla- 
mour came from a girl, that ſcreamed out, 
as loud as ever her lungs would permit her: 


| They kill me, they kill me; help, help; 


murder, 


1735 


%. 


: murder, murder, & c. We ran e 


the noiſe as faſt as we could, and when we 
came up, we diſcovered four. old women 
committing. an outrage upon this young 
maiden. rns was one of them, who, 
carrying barbaritz and terror in her coun- 
tenance, ſaid to 85 will ſtrangſe thee, 
and be the death '& thee. -: You. are 2 

much in the right on't, ſaid one of the 


others, who looked extremely MY Wi- | 


thered and pale. 1 
A third put in her voice of encourage- 
ment, ſaying, It is very proper and 
you mid teich her ly due as 
ind make her learn whom the is to fear 
and reſpeCt. my 
The poor FEY trembling, very e 
expoſtulated with them in an humble and 
beſeeching tone of voice : Pray, why all 
this inhyman uſage? for what reaſon do 


you treat me fo cruelly?-I have not done 


any of you .the leaſt harm, in thought, 
word, or deed; as God is my witneſs and 
my judge: : but a moſt abominable, ugly, 
haggard wretch'. Cried out: I catched her at 
it; I took her i in the fact ; -with theſe 1 
eyes I faw ae 


/ 


* 
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In fine, being no longer able to endure 
the ſight of ſo much barbarity, I ſaid to 
Clearſightedneſs, Let us ſuccour this diſtreſ- 
ſed fair one. My heart bleeds within me, 
and it goes to my. ſoul, to ſtand by -and ſee 


this poor maid thus injuriouſly and wretch- 


edly abuſed. Then Clearlightedneſs opened 


her lips, and with an angelical ſmile about 
them, ſhe ſweetly ſaid: And ſo you pity 


that maiden, do you? If you would exer- 


ciſe your compaſſion, pray beſtow it where 


it will be much more juſtly. placed, upon 


theſe wicked women; for they, miſchie- 


vous indeed, have need of it. Paſtor, con- 
tinued ſhe, that virgin is Innocence; ſhe, 


who menaces her with death, and threat- 


ens to ſtrangle her, is Choler : The other 


ajider and abettor, who urges and tells her 
ſhe is in the right to commit the murder, 


is Envy. The third, who intended to en- 
force the accuſation againſt - her, by her 
own ocular teſtimony, is Calumny, a wo- 
man quite given over to a reprobate ſenſe, 
entirely loſt to all ſhame, and abandoned ta 


impudence and falſnoo“ k. 
But, that you — clearly ſee, and truly 
know and diſtinguiſh, towards which ſide 


the pity of your ſoul ſhould properly in- 
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cline; when you. ſee Tunacones | in \ calamity 
and diſtreſs ; come up with. mea little 
nearer, and take a cloſer view: of this maiden- 
ſufferer. 

This, laid, Sie e e F 
down a. ray of celeſtial light from above, 
through which, as through ſome perſpec- 
tive of divine organization and workman- 
ſhip, we ſaw Malediction cruſned, and 
Iying proſtrate at the feet of Innocence; 

ich ſight I was ſtruck with ſurprize. 
Clearſightedneſs ſaid to me, Now, take a 
ſurvey of the Virgin. 

I did ſo, and diſcovered her to "BY pk lh 
niſhed with joy; content brooded in her 
mind, and ſpread a ſerene calm over the 
' huſhed n of her ſoul; ſhe looked 
beautiful, gay and freſh as the faireſt 
morning; and her eyes ſhed. a radiant. 


. thfire like the ſun: two angels hung ho- 


vering in air on each fide above her 
head, which they adorned with A crown 
of glory. a 
Now, ſaid Clearſightedneſs, turn your- 
ſelf, and take another view. I, turning, 
50 obeyed, and I beheld thoſe old wretches in 
all the fulneſs of their deformity, It is 
realy nc to diſtract the imagination, 1 5 
ö * 
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to Jeferibe the glare of their baleful eyes, | 
which reſembling the furies of hell, ſhot. | | 
forth ſulphureous fire, and blue flames on | 
every ſide, | Their conſciences lay openly 
confeſſed to my view, which were gnawn 
by monſtrous worms; their hearts were 
_ delivered up a prey to the ſame corroding 
anguiſh, and every kind of horror inha- 
bited within them; when theſe objects ter- 
rified the fight, and made me ſtart from that 
viſive faculty, which was Hoes me by the 
celeſtial ray. 0 | 
Well, now Paſtor, faid the, what do 
you think of it? Now tell me, and ſin- 
cerely tell me, which of theſe would you 
from your heart deſire to be like ? and 
whenſoever you ſhall chànee to ſee any 
body ſuffering and ſtruggling with hard- 
ſhips in the world, whole place would you 
moſt willingly choſe; the man's who ſuf- 
 fers hardſhips, or the man's who impoſes 
diem? 1 anſwered,” without much heſita- 
tion; I ſhould chuſe to act the: part of the 
i ſufferer. Learn then, ſaid ſhe to me, ever 
hereafter, when you ſhall behold ſome vir- 
tuouſly ſuffering, and others victoriouſly 
- finning, to look down with a compaſſionate 
50 e _ an 1 of _ Chriſtian FA _—_- 
2 the 5 
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the moſt vidhaptiant jniquity; i ab to beur a 
kind of holy envy, to butn with a kind of 
ſacred emulation towards thoſe | glorious 
happy. wretches, who ſuffer with the he- 
 roic, bravery of Chriſtianity, All the evil 
and miſery, of this life is fin, and all the 
ſufferings impoſed on the innocent, by a 
cruel and perſecuting- world, ate real bene- 
fits, and ſubſtantial bleflings. | 7 

We advanced, ſtill further, till we came 
into a very retired place, that ſtood far 
removed from any neighbourhood, where 
we overheard the noiſe; as it were, of dif= 
ciplines, intermingled with ſiglis and groans; 
and I began from thence, to believe that 
they praiſed, at leaſt, in this place, ſome- 
3 that was. good and holy; and the 
thought of it filled me with joy, I ſtood 
ſatisſied with a pleaſing conviction, that, 
in the Soirit of tlie World, as bad as it 
generally appeared, there were Kill ſome 
remains of piety to be found. 
aw a houſe, which; by its autfide, ap- 
peared” te be a kind of little hermitage: 
Upon the door of it Was fixed chis in- 
ate 55 


rde Place” of SANCTITY. 
But 


7 e 
But I perceived upon the ſpot, after 2 
cloſer examination, that the letters began 
to ſhift and change themſelves, in a fur- 
_-Prizing manner, into others of a quite 
different import and contrary ſignification; 
and the word SANCTITY vaniſhing 
from the eye, left the word HYPO- fl 
CRISY, too viſibly ſubſtituted in its 
room. J)) ! 
_ Clearſightedneſs then ſaid to me, Paſtor, 
take heed of entering into that place, 
through this gate, which carries ſuch a 
mutable face with it, and wears ſuch 


_ falſe and changeable appearances, and -fol- 


low me. She led us to a little ſubterra- 
neous door, cunningly contrived, and pri- 
| vately concealed under ground, which ſhe 


opened with the g Iden key of Truth, . 


that ſlie had brought with her. 
We entered the houſe, where we found 
one of the maid- ſervants of Hypocriſy 
very buſily dreſſing ſome. curious delica- 
cies, and preparing a banquet ;. we aſked. 
her where her miſtreſs was ? Her anſwer 
Was, that her lady was retired, and em- 
ployed in ſome exerciſe of piety. Ho- 
ever, we wont up-ſtairs. to viſit the a- 
partments; and, after having gone Burgos 
a 00 . ene 
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whoſe name was 
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ſome of them, where we found. the win⸗ 
dows well ſecured, and ſhut cloſe, we at 


laſt found Hypocriſy in a little beautiful 


cabinet of cloſet, magnificently adorned; 


and ſhe was ſeated at a table, making 


merry with three intimate friends. 


The cabinet, where they were feaſting 


and pampering. themſelves,” was called the 
Cheat; which, on the outſide, was fa- 
 ſhioned like an otatory, or place of prayer; 
| though it was, in truth, the receptacle of 


gluttony and luxury. The names of her 
three friends were, Gourmandiſe, Vanity, 


and Senſuality, * Theſe ladies were at- 


tended by a young pert waiting- woman, 


called Flattery. I enquired, if that girl 


was not the ſervant of Vanity? becauſe 
T had always heard, and took it as a 
certain truth, that (he was trained up under 


her management. 88 
Tis very true, ſuid Clearſightedneſs, 


2 


| that ſhe frequently devotes herſelf to her 
| ſervice; but, however, Hypocriſy after 
all, is the perſon, who. took her earlieſt _ 


into her ſervice, and began to lay the 
firſt grounds and rudiments of her educa- 


tion; being her niece by a ſiſter's fades 


__— 
Ilearſightedneſe, 
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Thy 1 
tery and impoſture; and can tell, you 
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Clearſightedneſs, who is tlie violent 
and declared enemy of Hypocriſy, having 


taken notice, that the word SANCTI- 


TY, was inſcribed over the door; and 
that all things within anſwered ſo ill to 
that character, gave rough reprimands, 
and ſevere rebukes, to that concealed ma- 
lignant, that private ſinner; who fain 
would be excuſed herſelf, by alledging, 
that her motive of eating with thoſe 


perſons, was purely to uſe the beſt en- 
deavour ſhe could, to bring them over in 


time, to a due ſenſe of their crime, and 
to work. their converſion. Po oo 
O vile traitor, as thou art, W I: 


nor was | able to reſtrain m. elf. from 


mo her downright liar. This is a 
of thy countenance, / a branch of 
1 plainly ſee through the myſ- 


will become juſt what they are; and ſo 
will they too, become juſt what thou art 
at preſent; and that is the pious way you 
will all take, of being; a Me. ee 


_—_ 
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Ti Paſtor her to take a Review of Bidids - 
ral Fi ices ; 3 1 Ter . the 2 4 Self» 


: will. 


- UPON our going out Ni this hid, 
we met a lean man, who came out of 
the houſe;' with a bag of money under his 

arm, and his hands full of guineas, who 

ran aſter the people, crying to them, 

Come, my friends, come to me, and I 
will enrich you, 1 will ennoble you, and 
make you perſons of diſtinction and ho- 
nour. 

I was mech ſurprized, to ſee che peo- 
ple ſcamper away from him, notwith- 

ſtanding the fair promiſes he made them. 
Perceiving afterwards, that thoſe fugitives 

retired into a houſe, we had the curio- 
ſity to follow them. We entered juſt 
after them, into that place which js called 
the Houſe of Sloth : and, as it was at 
noon-day, in the great heat of the ſun, 
we took oyr” ſtand in the ſhade, while 
Oi freak ms in the mos as if they had 
M matters 
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matters of mighty moment ts tranſact, 
fat down to play away that little money 
they had. „„ : 
Scon after, one of them roſe up, in 
great wrath and fury againſt the reſt. 


Another, who was much offenqed at 
ſomething, which pointed particularly at 


him, gave him the lie upon the ſpot; 
and that was followed by one affront 
upon the back of another, till the quar- 
rel grew up to that unfortunate height, 
that one of them was killed. But the 


divine Juſtice, that is always moving in 


the palace of the Spirit of the World, 


by the perſons of his officers, which are 


called Sickneſſes, Diſgraces, and Misfor- 
tunes, in order to chaſtiſe the crimes 
eommitted there, ordained, that one ſhould 
ſeize him and ſend him to the gallics, 
which they call Pains and Penalties. _ 

- 1 aſked Clearſightedneſs who the man 
was, that ran loaded with money aſter 
the people, to whom he promiſed fo 


much riches and honours? And who thoſe 


wretches were, that took no notice of 


his promiſes, who afterwards fell into ſuch 


_ deplorable calamities? She. told me, that 
the man who called. to them with his 


bands 
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bands full of money, was Labour ; but, 
that thoſe libertines, accuſtomed to lazi- 
neſs, like better to retire into the houſe 
of Sloth, than to believe him, and fo 
had met with a juſt chaftiſement, due to 
their licentiouſneſs and folly; ſince they 
came out loaded with chains, and con- 
demned to pains and, penalties for the 
term of their lives: whereas, if they 
had believed that man of wealth, they 
would have acquired riches and honour, 
And fee to what long and hard labour 
they are condemned, only to avoid 2 
light one, and of little duration. 
This, O Paſtor, proceeded Clearſi 3 
edneſs, perfectly reſembles what God de- 
mands of his creatures, calling them with- 
out ceaſing, by his law and his graces, to a 
labour very ſhort and moderate: howe - 
ver, men, not willing to liſten to the 
divine ſommons, fall, without thinking of 
it, into terrible hardſhips, infinitely worſe 
than thoſe which they imagine to avoid, 
and are doomed to undergo them for an 
eternity. | 5 
Boing out of this houſe, we entered 
into a ſtreet, which is called Miſchief, 
which abuts upon a _— and beautiful 
| M2 ſauare, 
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. that is called PER Square, or place | 


of Fortune: There we ſaw a. criminal 
paſs. by that was led, to puniſhment; who, 
all the time he went, was barbarouſlybuf- 
fetted by an old woman. A little fur- 
ther off we perceived the hangman, whoſe 
name was Chaſtiſement, waiting 10 take 
his head off. That criminal was hated 
by an immenſe multitude of people who 


followed him, and treated him wih a 


thouſand outrages; and not fo much as 
Ine appeared to have any Pity upon hit. 


I: aſked Clear/; ghtcdneſs, who that un- 


happy wretch was ? She told me he was 
a great criminal, a capital offender, who 
had committed nt murders 20d. many 
notorious barbarities; that his name was 
Treachery, or Treaſon, the ſon of a cer- 


tain woman called Perfidy, by a man 


whoſe name was Raſlineſs; and that the 
woman who buffetted him, was denomi- 
nated. Fame : but, ſaid I to her, how can 
that be, that this wretch, who is the fon 
of Perfidy, ſhould have killed ſo many 
people? It is, ſaid ſhe, becauſe, having 
the temper of his father, who is a hor- 
rid, odious, and cruel man, as well as 
that of his mother, evil thoughts come 


into 
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into his mind from his mother's fide ; 
and the temper, which he derived from 
his father, makes him execute them with 
the greateſt cruoky: For theſe tranſfgreſ- 
Hons he ended his days in this miferable 
manner, being ill-treated by Fame, pu- 
niſſied by Chaſtiſement, hated by the 
multitude, and not regretted by any per- 
ſon whatſoev er. bo 1 
We heard next, a great noiſe and cla- 
mour of ſeveral perſons, who cried out, 
Mike room, make room ; accompanying 
a lady, ſumptuouſly apparelled in a tuff, 
which is called Luxury, This lady was 


followed by a prodigious number of men 


and women, who were all extremely ſub- 
miſſive to her; and who readily obeyed, 
in. all .caſes, thoſe points which ſhe ex- 
aQed at their hands. She would not put 
up with any refuſal whatſoever ; and if, 
by chance, it happened that any body 
had not done any thing, juſt preciſely 
as ſhe commanded it, ſhe reſented. f | 
with that violence, that ſhe grew mad 
with fury, and would be out of herſelf. 
We remarked that, fometimes, after 
having ordered ſomething, when ſhe ſaw. 
what ſhe deſired was juſt going to be 
„ f done, 
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done, ſhe would countermand it, eryiag | 
out to the people, Let it alone, let it 


alone; it ſuffices that you were willing ts 


obey. me, I am contented with your 


ll. 


This woman went on crying, by fits 


and ſtarts, I am, I will, I can, I have, 


J am reſolved. She quite tired my pa- 


tience out, at laſt, with -'| thoſe ego- 
tiſms, it provoked me to enquire, who 
that woman was, that was to ſtrangel 

haughty, and ſo very full of herſelf? I. 
was told that it was Self- will, a great 
lady in the world, who would, by her 
good-will, reduce every body ro the ne- 
ceſſity of acting according to her fancy 
and pleaſure. But, ſaid I, why then 
does ſhe, ſometimes, ſeem not to care 


| whether the thing be done or no, which 


the commanded with fo much warmth 
the minute before, and appeared to ex- 


pect with ſo much impatience ? 


It is, replied Clearſightedneſs to me, 
becauſe ſhe has her will, as much by 
their deſiſting from what ſhe had firſt 
commanded, after ſhe had found them 
ready to obey her; as when ſhe lets 
them go thorough, and execute it. And 

Ss ths, 
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thus, while ſhe feems, by releaſing them 
from what ſhe commanded, to do them 
a favour, ſhe' does them, in reality, none, 
but rather receives one ; ha it is 
certain ſhe rathers fulfils than vacates her 
will, and js ſtill working her own plea- 
ſure and ſelf- ſatisfaction. If, when ſne 
meets with a denial of what ſhe is ear- 
neſt to have, ſhe is tormented; it is 
only becauſe her will is not performed, 
Which is the main end and butt of all 
M ͤĩ˙ 7 = =: „ 
This, O Paſtor; this woman, ſo haugh- 
ty in all things, is highly diſpleaſing to 
Almighty God, and is directy contrary 
to the divine will of him, who juſtly 
demands from us all, a profound humi- 
lity, as we are all of us mere nothings. | 
This woman is the daughter of Pride, 
and all her paſſion and ambition is to 
command, and deſpiſe all others who 
offer to command; which is a ſecond 
ſpecies of pride, and is termed Inſblence. 
We quitted this proud woman, to get 
ts the place which is called the Place of 
Contentment. The ſtreets, which abutt 
thereupon, are called Riches, Gallantry, 
Youth ; but, as we arrived there, _ 
| — aw 


ſaw PIRIE .coming out of 2 houſe, whe 
ſaid, they would play no more. I com- 
mended thoſe words greatly... The rea- 
ſon of it is, ſaid Clearſig hiedneſs to me, 
becauſe they have loſt ther money. 
Others, in violent fits of fury, faid, 
that though it ſhould coſt them their 
whole fortunes, and all they were worth 
in the world, they would revenge them- 
ſelves of ſome. certain perſons, who had 
cheated them; and ſwore, that they were 
no better than thieves. I aſked a man, 
whom 1 found there, what might be the 
meaning of all this? He told me, chat 
it was a kind of play or entertainment, 
which they carried on between them- 
ſelves. 1 could not forbear * at 
theſe words, ſaying to Clearſightedneſs : 

id you ever ſee ſuch an entertainment 
before? Theſe people come out like ſo 
many furies, or mad men, ready to 6ght. 
and murder. one another; and then crys, 
Tt is all by way of game, ſport, and 
Entertainment. 

We went towards pn of theſe. houſes,, 
where, at the doar, I heard ſome ſing- 
ing very agrecably. J had a ftrong fancy 
to have gone in, but Reſervedne s held 

5 me 
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me back by the arm, ſaying: Stay, Paſtor, 
you will hear very well where you are. 
Scarce had the man who ſung, made an 
end of one couplet or ſtanza, but ano- 
ther gave him a blow on the face. Im- 
| nb he, who had received the blow, 
laid his hand on his ſword, and, in a 
ſingle inſtant, we diſcovered, through. the 
door, which ſtood wide open, all the 
houſe in diſorder and uproar ; ſome cry- 
ing out for murder, blood, and wounds ; 
and others, that .they were in danger' of 
their lives, and calling out aloud for help 
and juſtice. There enſued nothing bur 
_.confufion and noiſe; the claſh of ſwords, 
the reports of piſtols, the noiſe of over- 
turned tables and demolifhed | benches, 
paths, blaſphemies, and. terrible execra- 
ons. 
We deſcried, din this hidedas nnd 
t#right{al a TY a number of little ugly- 
looking blackmoors, who, by. an infinity 
of ſcattered reports, ſowed a kind of poi- 
lonous poppy, or. cockle, which anima- 
ted and intoxicated theſe people ſo vio- 
Jently, that the diſorder” always grew 
Axong ger and ſtronger. 
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I deſired to be let into the meaning 
of all this, which made me tremhle with 
horror. Clearſightedneſs told me, that all 
this houſe was the Hopſe of Pleaſure; 
and that thoſe little Moors were called, 
Jealouſies, Boute-feux and Incendiaries : 
that they cauſed all this havock, and 
that, by their accurſed malice, falſe tales 
and whiſperings, they. had puſhed things 
to ſuch a height, that, in the end, there 
happened very frequent and innumerable 
miſchiefss. 
I I perceived directly over ain that 
place, a moſt magnificent edifice, which, 
by its. grandeur, appeared to be the pa- 
| lace of ſome gfeat prince, from whence 
came out ſome perſons; who appeared 
with all the marks of diſcontent and de- 
jection, while others wore the faces of 
Joy; held their Heads erect and elevated, 
and walked with an air of alacrity. 

I eritered into that palace, where 1 
ws: a prince, that was ſerved with a a 
prodigious deal of reſpect by a woman 
very humble and courteous, who exerted 
the utmoſt of her power and {kill to 
content and pleaſe him; which had this 
b —_— and happy turn in her fa- 


ns 
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vour, that ſhe could obtain of him al- 
moſt whatever ſhe would. Meanwhile, 
I remarked, that for one only favour, 
which he refuſed her, after heaped be- 
nefactions and donations, that ſhe had 
received from him, ſhe murmured ex- 
_  tremely behind that Prince's back; but 
ſtill failed not to carry fair weather in 
ber countenance, - whenever ſhe was in 
bh A TT. 
Moreover, that woman commanded 
with matchleſs haughtineſs, and inſup- 
portable imperiouſneſs, ' all others who 
were beneath her authority. I was ſur- 
prized to find ſuch ſtrange contradiCtions 
in one and the fame perſon; and that 
the was ſo cringing and fawning on the 
one hand, and ſo haughty and ſevere on 
the other; ſo ſmooth and diligent in the 
. houſe of that prince, ſo rough and ſtiff 
in other places. Paſtor, ſaid Clearſight- 
edneſs to me, that perſon is Ambition, a 
woman of yaſt reputation in the world. 
That munificent prince, about whoſe 
perſon ſhe is aſfiduous, and ſo ſubmiſlive, 
and whom ſhe pulls all to pieces with 
her tongue, as ſoon as ſhe gets out of 
his preſence, is he, the yery perſon, who 
GY e beſtow 


er view of them. Ehren we came 
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beſtows upon her the poſts, penſions and 
employments, by which ſhe enriches her- 
ſelf, as you may ſee 3. ſbe ſpeaks ill to- 


| day of that perſon, whom the honoured 


bur the day before: ſhe carries a ſmooth 
behaviour towards him, when ſhe would 


have any new favour from him; the 


which ſhe has no ſooner obtained, but 
ſhe turns to all, fierceneſs and ingrati⸗- 


tude. 


N N XIX. 


A great number of People that are poſh 's 


"rag he Kren of Time. 5 


WHEN Clearſightedneſ bad finiſhed 
her inſtructions upon this head, ſhe ſaid 
to. me, Look, Paſtor, and behold the 
multitude of people that are paſh ing thro". 
yonder ſtreet, let us go and take a near- 


is... 
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up to it, and found it very en 

. bats lon and ſpacious ; and it was cal- 
ed, the * of Fab” We ſaw, at 

os head of all this crowd of populace, 


A venerable- veteran on horſeback, fol- 


lowed by a number of old cavaliers, . 
magnificently and ſumptuouſly apparelled, 
after whom marched many others much 
younger, and theſe made a very elegant 
appearance, paſſed in- extreme good or- 
der, and moved forward with à figure 
of tranſport and triumph. I was inform- 
ed, that theſe were the ſans of the for- 
mer; and they added much to the pomp 
and luſtre of the proceſſion, making 
a much more flouriſhing ſhew than theic 
fathers, who went on before them. The. 
next who preſented themſelves to ſight, . 
were a world of young maids, ranged 
and ſorted agreeably, as full as poſhble 
of life and pgaiety, and mounted upon lit- 
tle palfreys. In the middle of them all 


marched a great lady, on a noble jennet, 


tinely and richly capariſoned. That lady 
wore on her head a noble plume of fea- 
thers, garniſhed wich 2 huge diamond, 


over which was inſoribed in capital chias. . 


ractets; THIS 18 LIFE. She moved 
„ 5 e forwards | 


fot wards, diſcourſing with a courtier, who 
was on her right hand, and applauded 
every thing ſhe ſaid. RE. 
It wag he who adminiſtered counſel to 
her, and to him ſhe entruſted all the care 
and management of her affairs. I over- 
heard that lady ſaying to him, I will go 
into Germany; at my return, I will a& 
ſomething of importance, then I will take 
a little reſt, and afterwards begin ano- 
ther journey. The courtier anſwered her 
with a ſmiling countenance, but full of 
deceit: Yes, madam, you are much in 
the right of it; all this may very eaſily 
de gone. i Ton oe 

On her left hand we ſaw an old wo- 
man, who was, as I was informed, the 
ſiſter of the courtier; and ſhe told the 
lady, that ſhe had years enough before 
her, of all conſcience, to compaſs all ſhe 
could with or defire; that ſhe was net 
at all prefſed, in point of time, that ſhe 
. 85 go on gently, and at her eaſe, 
and might make the yur of Italy, de- 
fore ſhe paſſed into England. Aﬀer 
this great lady, we ſaw a numerous 
train of perſons of all ages, ſome on 
Horſeback, and others on foot, who ac. 

n | compunied 
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| eompanied her with great demonſtrations | 


of joy. 


Amid all this heap of people, I diſ- 


_ - eovered two men in maſques, mounted 


= 


aon light horſes, without bridles, runni 
_ precipitately about, through all ranks 


quarters, as if they were in queſt of one 


auother. 
men 


] perceived, that one of theſe 
had his ſword in his hand naked, 


he blade of which being formed of glit⸗ 


tering ſteel, he took care, as much as 


he 


eould, to hide from view; hut I hap- 


pened to ſnatch a fight of theſe _— 


 « engraved. upon... Ky - 


ALL THOSE WHICH 1 SHALL OMIT 10 


MURDER. 


- The _ held in his hand 2 ſword 


wood, 


gid'y n 


of 


upon which theſe words were le- 


ALL ROOT, 1 SHALL MAKE 1 My 


nnn 10 DESTROY. 


Meanwhile, theſe wo men laid moth 
unconſcionably about them, and dealing 


W. blows very n. juſt as they 


tho ught 
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thought good; ſometimes they would take 
off one by one, at other times two by: 
two; and ſometimes again whole dozens ; 
and even whole families and tribes, as I. 
may ſay, at a ſingle ſweep; all whom. 
they laid dead, without. their having the 
power to make the leaſt reſiſtance, or 
defence, Þ remarked, that the veteran, 
who was at the head of this vaſt body, 
made a' halt at a certain manſion, into 
which he cauſed all thoſe to be con- 
veyed, who were put to death by thoſe 
wo meth 8 f 

And it is certain, that, within the 
length of two ſtreets, through which we 
followed the proceſſion of the multitude, 
there was not ſo much as one, that had 
not received a mortal blow from one or 
other of thoſe two ſwords; and, if freſh 
cCrowds had not: poured in after them, wo 
ſupply their empty places, who ſeemed 
to be fs like them, both in number and 
: equipage, as if they were the felf-ſame 
individuals, theſe two men, who made 
ſuch murdering havock and devaſtation, 
would haye at length, been left quite 
alone, and have met together in one vaſt * 
and prodigious ſolitude; but they conti 
VVV s nued 
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ned to repeat thaw maſfacres upon thoſe: 
new comers. . There was not ſo much as: 
a man or woman, remaining of the firſt 


multitude, all of whom were forced to 
paſs through the ſame gate, into the 


ſame manſion, which looked very dread- 


ful, obſcure and dark. The veteran, who; 


Was at the door, when all the others 
bad been carried in before him, went 


in himſelf, laſt of all; when all. this: 


mighty tide of people vaniſhed, at length, 
into this hidden and devouring channel, 


and diſappeared, uſt as if they had net: 


ver been. 


Then, ſaid I to Clearſightednes : - But 


thoſe, who now appear in the Street of 
ime, are not the ſame as we ſaw 2 
little while ago. No, anſwered ſhe, they 


are not the ſame people; but pet it is 


only the ſame fight over again. Aye? 
Pray, then, what may be the meaning of 
all 1 ſbew * ſaid 1 to her. Wbo is 
that veteran? and who. that lady, accom- 
panied by the man and woman, that ſeem 
to be her counſellors? What men are 
thoſe that put all the people to death? 


and what is that obſcure manſion, into 
which h they were all promiſcuouſly crowded 
5 together? 


* 
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together? Clearſightedneſs made me this 
anſwer, Paſtor, that lady, whom all the 
world is ſo fond to run after, .is Death. 
Is it Death, ſaid I, ſomewhat ſtartled ? 
on the contrary, ſhe appeared to be Life; 
was it not written over the great dia- 
mond, that buttoned up the plumage, 
which adorned her head, that ſhe was 
Life? It is juſt even fo, as it appeared 
to be, replied Clearſightedneſs; and yet, 
that does not ever the more hinder it 
from being Death: likewiſe, ſince Life 
is but a hidden Death, thoſe letters, 
which appear to be inſcribed over a dia- 
mond, are only placed over a bit of brit- 
tle glaſs, although it carries ſo beautiful 
an. appearance, and that glaſs is called 
Health, and owes its compoſition only to 
a little duſt of the earth, to which a 

ſmall blaſt of breath gives all thoſe ſhin- 
ing and lively graces. And then, again, 
though, on one ſide, you ſaw the word 
Life, written; the word Death was every 
Jat as legible on the other. And it is 
this laſt ſide, on which one takes a 
true view, with the moſt certataty and 
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The veteran, who is at the head of 
mis prodigious aſſembly, is called Century, 
and is of a conſtitution, which is framed 

| to. the ſtandard of a hundred years; tze 
men, who, ſomewhat advanced in age, | 
followed immediately after him, are the ' | 
Years; thoſe, who ſucceed, are tha | 
Days; and thoſe pretty, lively little mai- 1 
dens, who came n in the ars | 
are the Hours. = 
That man, 5 that woman, who ac- | 
company the fine lady, whom ] aſſert to 
be Death, concealed under the figure and 
type of Life itſelf, are called, the firſt, 
Deceit, or Illuſion; who has all under 
his own guidance, condua, and manage- 
ment: and the other, Fain Confidence, or 
| Falſe Aſſurance; who is the inſeparable 
companion of Deceit. Thoſe are the 
perſons that entertain andy delude Life, 
m the manner as thou ſeeſt they flat- 
ter, they cajole, they encourage, they 
give preſent cordials, and fleeting tranſi- 
tory comforts, and deceive at the ſelf · 
ſame inſtant. 

The two others, wie ravaged all about 
them, with their ſwords, are called, Ca- 
Ka and Decay; and ey are the ſtern 

ſerjeants, 
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lerjenmts, the inexorable provoſts of Peak. 
He, who terms himſelf Caſualty, is the 
man that wears the dead-doing inſtru- 
ment of edged and pointed ſteel; and 
the other, with the wooden faulchion in 


his hand, is ſtiled Decay. Upon the 
fword of ſteel are theſe words: 15 | 


ALL #110 wrien FT SHALL OMIT 
70 nen 


And theſe upon the Sword of Wodd; 
AL THOSE I WILL MAKE IT ar 
ZusixkEss• To DESTROY. 


The bude import of theſe words, is this; 
that, during life, whatſoever periſheth 2 | 
accident or Caſualty, which is repreſented, 
or emblemed by the-ſword of ſteel, Which 
kills at onceg that is té ſay, whatſoever 
periſheth not by fevers, wounds, and 
other {wift-devouring ' maladies, ſhall aſ- 
ſuredly periſh by Decay ; which is ſha- 
dowed and Beutel out te us by the 
wooden faulchion, that kills lowly, and 
by degrees: and thus there is nothing 
that eſcapes them. See here, how, in 
the courſe ef Lite, by the career of 

Fs Time, 


/ 
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Time, both one and the. other: s are brought 
to their period, and leave room for thoſe 
that come after them. 

1 do moſt plainly ſee, O Paſtor, con- 
tinued Clearſightedneſs, that thou art till 
ſolicitous to know, Why that veteran, 


Who takes upon him the bulky title of 


Century, ſtands to ſee all thoſe multitudes 


of people paſs, as it were in review be- 


fore him, into that dark manſion, ' before 
he goes in himſelf and then''claps the 
gates cloſe after him. You muſt. -under- 
ſtand, it is, | becauſe all their time ' paſſes, 
and arrives, to its full complement within 
an Age or Centriy.; though ſome go 
ſooner, and others later: then another 
Age begins, when the ſtage of the world 
18 ile with, other per Bs but they all 
come to the ſame zend, 
ſame exit. This is 1 ©. repreſented 
to thee by that new multituds hat ap- 
peared after the firſt. was incloſed in the 


dark manſions, all which belong to 2 ſor- 


rowful widow, whoſe name is Burial, or 


Interment, She has ſo vaſt and extraor- 


dinary a talent at devouring, that, though 
ſhe is ſwallowing without intermiſſion, 
her prodigious maw is till cravings” and 


never 


and make the 
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never ſatiated; and, what is more, all 
thoſe that do ſtill come, or thall hereaf- 
ter come forward into the courſe of time, 
muſt, without exception, make their entry 
into theſe ſelf ſame doleful habitations, 
through this ſelf ſame gate: there it is, 
that the portal of Time being ſhut upon 
them, they, muſt. ever bid adieu to this 
world. 5 
- op Sovereign Eight f eried 100 myſelf; 
O Holy Clearſightednels ! that which you 
have made me ſee in the palace of the 
Spirit of the World, is very contrary to 
that which appears there: that, which 
ſeems to be alluring,” beautiful and flo- 
ridly healthful, is nothing but dreadful 
deformity, and deteſtable loathſome cer- 
ruption: that, Which ſhines there with ſo 
much falſe luſtis, Wiek ſo much adulter- 
ated ſplendgt, and paſſes for a ſolid dia- 
mond g ineſtimable value, is no more 
than à trivial piece of brittle glaſs, and it 
is not, even till Death appears, that Life 

* to have been there at all. 
- - Upon this 1 perceived my good Angel, 
to whom 1 ſaid, O faithful Angel! alas t 
what have 1 been beholding here! what 
A: OR have I feen! if this be nor 
_—_ 


the Science of Salvation. Look that you 


office, and join again with thy flock. 


203 
eapable of undeceiving me, in conjunction 

with the miracle, which Heaven has given 

, birth to, this night in Bethlehem, 1 am 
quite loſt without reſource : But, I hope, 
through the grace of the Divine Infant, 

that the Spirit of the World ſhall never 

more be able to deceive me; and that I 

| ſhall conſtantly follow the divine lights of 


always adhere religiouſly to theſe pious 
| ſentiments, replied to me my good Angel, 
and return to the manger ; for matins are 
going to begin; go and aſſiſt at the holy 


Thus have I given you the ſum of all 
the particulars, of what the Paſtor related 
to me concerning his voyage. 


e 
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